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WEEK 45        USE CARE WITH
 
 In the context of Colossians 3:18
becomes contingent and reciprocal for both husbands and wives.  In this segment of 
scripture, the apostle Paul first brackets his instruction to a wife by stating that the obligation 
to submit to her husband is contingent upon not being expected to do anything that is 
contrary to the teachings of Jesus.  A wife’s submission to her husband should always be 
contingent upon the expectation of personal benefit and that such submission does not result 
in psychological, physical, or spiritual harm or place her in legal jeopardy. 
 The reciprocal obligation of a husband to his wife as stated in this same passage of 
scripture is for him to love his wife like it is defined in 1 Corinthians 13, and not  to abuse his 
headship by being harsh with his spouse.  Where submission by a husband and wife to one 
another is mutual and reciprocal as taught in the Bible, the husband
the family becomes less about the exercise of authority and more about nurturing and 
leadership. 
 In a healthy marriage the working definition of submission will be the one established 
by the consensus of the couple and supplemented f
the Bible.  It is where headship is claimed as a right by a husband to control his wife or as 
justification for suppression or abuse
perverted, discredited, unworkable,
    
Scripture Reading: Colossians 3:15

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were call
be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one anot
wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gra
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him.  Wives, submit
love your wives and do not be harsh with them. 
 
Some Things to Do This Week

Day 2: Reflect on the message and scripture reading; journal if you like
Day 3: Pray for or meditate on what you think 
Day 4: Discuss the message and scripture with your spouse
Day 5: Plan how you can best respond to the message
Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the message or the scripture; listen in the stillness
Day 7: Recommit yourself to your marriage
 
This page is designed to be printed and placed in a three
entire fifty-two week series for future reference, personal study, and to share with others.
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USE CARE WITH THE WORD SUBMISSION-Part 3 of 

In the context of Colossians 3:18-19, the idea of the submission due in marriage 
becomes contingent and reciprocal for both husbands and wives.  In this segment of 

Paul first brackets his instruction to a wife by stating that the obligation 
to submit to her husband is contingent upon not being expected to do anything that is 
contrary to the teachings of Jesus.  A wife’s submission to her husband should always be 

ingent upon the expectation of personal benefit and that such submission does not result 
, or spiritual harm or place her in legal jeopardy.  

The reciprocal obligation of a husband to his wife as stated in this same passage of 
ripture is for him to love his wife like it is defined in 1 Corinthians 13, and not  to abuse his 

headship by being harsh with his spouse.  Where submission by a husband and wife to one 
another is mutual and reciprocal as taught in the Bible, the husband’s ascribed headship in 
the family becomes less about the exercise of authority and more about nurturing and 

In a healthy marriage the working definition of submission will be the one established 
by the consensus of the couple and supplemented for Christians by the guidelines found in 
the Bible.  It is where headship is claimed as a right by a husband to control his wife or as 
justification for suppression or abuse that the concept of spousal submission becomes 
perverted, discredited, unworkable, and unscriptural. 

Colossians 3:15-19 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were call
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one anot

wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him.  Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  Husbands, 
love your wives and do not be harsh with them. NIV 

Some Things to Do This Week 

Day 2: Reflect on the message and scripture reading; journal if you like 
Day 3: Pray for or meditate on what you think you need 
Day 4: Discuss the message and scripture with your spouse 
Day 5: Plan how you can best respond to the message 
Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the message or the scripture; listen in the stillness
Day 7: Recommit yourself to your marriage 

is designed to be printed and placed in a three-ring binder so that you will have the 
two week series for future reference, personal study, and to share with others.
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19, the idea of the submission due in marriage 
becomes contingent and reciprocal for both husbands and wives.  In this segment of 

Paul first brackets his instruction to a wife by stating that the obligation 
to submit to her husband is contingent upon not being expected to do anything that is 
contrary to the teachings of Jesus.  A wife’s submission to her husband should always be 

ingent upon the expectation of personal benefit and that such submission does not result 

The reciprocal obligation of a husband to his wife as stated in this same passage of 
ripture is for him to love his wife like it is defined in 1 Corinthians 13, and not  to abuse his 

headship by being harsh with his spouse.  Where submission by a husband and wife to one 
ascribed headship in 

the family becomes less about the exercise of authority and more about nurturing and 

In a healthy marriage the working definition of submission will be the one established 
or Christians by the guidelines found in 

the Bible.  It is where headship is claimed as a right by a husband to control his wife or as 
that the concept of spousal submission becomes 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 

titude in your hearts to God.  
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  Husbands, 

Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the message or the scripture; listen in the stillness 

ring binder so that you will have the 
two week series for future reference, personal study, and to share with others. 


