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WEEK 43         USE CARE WITH
 

Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus contains a hard to understand and difficult to 
accept message about the marriage relationship.  He writes in Ephesians 5:24 that “…wives 
should submit to their husbands in everything.”  At a time in the western world when the 
movement toward gender equality has been steady and hard fought, the idea that a wife is to 
categorically submit to the will of her husband is a notion that most women will n
and that most men dare not expect.
 If what Paul has written is considered in the larger context of Ephesians 5:21
authoritarian tone set forth in the one verse is softened when this entire segment of the letter 
is read together.  Submission as used in Ephesians 5:21 becomes more of a reciprocal 
obligation of one believer to another.  So that new Christian faith did not become a source for 
domestic discord, Paul goes on to say in Ephesians 5:22
at that time were still to be recognized by the wife as the head of the household.  Paul made it 
clear, however, that this headship in the family by the husband was not a position to be used 
for domination or oppression when he wrote for husbands to “…love your wi
loved the church and gave himself up for her…In this same way, husbands ought to love 
their wives as their own bodies.”
 The apostle John makes an equally strong case for sacrificial headship by husbands 
when he quoted Jesus as defining a gre
for another.  By His actions and by His words Jesus instructs His followers to “…love each 
other as I have loved you.” 
 There is but one to whom both the husband and the wife must submit, and that is 
Jesus Christ and the gospel that He taught and revealed in scripture through His Holy Spirit. 
     
Scripture Reading: John 15:12

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this, that he 
lay down his life for his friends. NIV

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
 
Some Things to Do This Week

Day 2: Reflect on the message and scripture reading; journal if you like
Day 3: Pray for or meditate on what you think you need
Day 4: Discuss the message and scripture with your spouse
Day 5: Plan how you can best respond to the message
Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the message or the scripture; listen in the stillness
Day 7: Recommit yourself to your marriage
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USE CARE WITH THE WORD SUBMISSION-Part 1 of 

Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus contains a hard to understand and difficult to 
accept message about the marriage relationship.  He writes in Ephesians 5:24 that “…wives 

submit to their husbands in everything.”  At a time in the western world when the 
movement toward gender equality has been steady and hard fought, the idea that a wife is to 
categorically submit to the will of her husband is a notion that most women will n
and that most men dare not expect. 

If what Paul has written is considered in the larger context of Ephesians 5:21
authoritarian tone set forth in the one verse is softened when this entire segment of the letter 

ion as used in Ephesians 5:21 becomes more of a reciprocal 
obligation of one believer to another.  So that new Christian faith did not become a source for 
domestic discord, Paul goes on to say in Ephesians 5:22-33 that husbands in that culture and 

time were still to be recognized by the wife as the head of the household.  Paul made it 
clear, however, that this headship in the family by the husband was not a position to be used 
for domination or oppression when he wrote for husbands to “…love your wi
loved the church and gave himself up for her…In this same way, husbands ought to love 
their wives as their own bodies.” 

The apostle John makes an equally strong case for sacrificial headship by husbands 
when he quoted Jesus as defining a great love as one where a person would lay down his life 
for another.  By His actions and by His words Jesus instructs His followers to “…love each 

There is but one to whom both the husband and the wife must submit, and that is 
sus Christ and the gospel that He taught and revealed in scripture through His Holy Spirit. 

John 15:12-13; Ephesians 5:21 

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this, that he 
NIV 

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. NIV 

Some Things to Do This Week 

Day 2: Reflect on the message and scripture reading; journal if you like 
Day 3: Pray for or meditate on what you think you need 

s the message and scripture with your spouse 
Day 5: Plan how you can best respond to the message 
Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the message or the scripture; listen in the stillness
Day 7: Recommit yourself to your marriage 

printed and placed in a three-ring binder so that you will have the 
two week series for future reference, personal study, and to share with others.

 

Part 1 of 3 

Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus contains a hard to understand and difficult to 
accept message about the marriage relationship.  He writes in Ephesians 5:24 that “…wives 

submit to their husbands in everything.”  At a time in the western world when the 
movement toward gender equality has been steady and hard fought, the idea that a wife is to 
categorically submit to the will of her husband is a notion that most women will not accept 

If what Paul has written is considered in the larger context of Ephesians 5:21-33, the 
authoritarian tone set forth in the one verse is softened when this entire segment of the letter 

ion as used in Ephesians 5:21 becomes more of a reciprocal 
obligation of one believer to another.  So that new Christian faith did not become a source for 

33 that husbands in that culture and 
time were still to be recognized by the wife as the head of the household.  Paul made it 

clear, however, that this headship in the family by the husband was not a position to be used 
for domination or oppression when he wrote for husbands to “…love your wives as Christ 
loved the church and gave himself up for her…In this same way, husbands ought to love 

The apostle John makes an equally strong case for sacrificial headship by husbands 
at love as one where a person would lay down his life 

for another.  By His actions and by His words Jesus instructs His followers to “…love each 

There is but one to whom both the husband and the wife must submit, and that is 
sus Christ and the gospel that He taught and revealed in scripture through His Holy Spirit.  

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this, that he 

Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the message or the scripture; listen in the stillness 

ring binder so that you will have the 
two week series for future reference, personal study, and to share with others. 


