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WEEK 36              WHAT SEX IN MARRIAGE IS NOT
 
 The Bible teaches a single person that the forbidden fruit of sex is to be reserved for 
marriage.  Yet, as important as sex becomes to a man and woman in love and as great a 
motivator as sex becomes for a couple to say their marriage vows, sex is not the defining 
aspect of a good marriage. 
 Relationship is what defines marriage; sex is only one aspect of the relationship 
between a husband and wife.  Marriage was designed by God so that men
would not have to be alone if they desired an intimate relationship
designed to be relationship that can
should be an affirmation of the relationship, 
of the marriage. 
 Of all relationships, marriage is the most complex as it involves all four types of love
that is, friendly, romantic, familial, and unconditional
of love interplay with one another so as to make the totality of a marriage more than the 
mere sum of its parts.  Erotic love is a powerful source of energy for any marriage, but it 
should not be permitted to becom
diminish or distroy the other aspects of an otherwise loving relationship.
                     
Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 13:4

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never 
fails.  NIV 
 
Some Things to Do This Week

Day 2: Reflect on the message and scripture reading; journal if you like
Day 3: Pray for or meditate on what you think you need
Day 4: Discuss the message and scripture with your spouse
Day 5: Plan how you can best respond to the message
Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the 
Day 7: Recommit yourself to your marriage
 
This page is designed to be printed and placed in a three
entire fifty-two week series for future reference, personal study, 
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single person that the forbidden fruit of sex is to be reserved for 
marriage.  Yet, as important as sex becomes to a man and woman in love and as great a 

sex becomes for a couple to say their marriage vows, sex is not the defining 

Relationship is what defines marriage; sex is only one aspect of the relationship 
between a husband and wife.  Marriage was designed by God so that men and women 
would not have to be alone if they desired an intimate relationship. Marriage was also 

that can create, protect, and nurture children.  Sex in marriage 
an affirmation of the relationship, not be allowed to define the sum and substance 

Of all relationships, marriage is the most complex as it involves all four types of love
that is, friendly, romantic, familial, and unconditional love.  In marriage, all of these aspects 

one another so as to make the totality of a marriage more than the 
mere sum of its parts.  Erotic love is a powerful source of energy for any marriage, but it 
should not be permitted to become marriage’s dominant dimension or in its absence 

the other aspects of an otherwise loving relationship.     

Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8  

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not 
is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but 

rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never 

Some Things to Do This Week 

message and scripture reading; journal if you like 
Day 3: Pray for or meditate on what you think you need 
Day 4: Discuss the message and scripture with your spouse 
Day 5: Plan how you can best respond to the message 
Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the message or the scripture; listen in the stillness
Day 7: Recommit yourself to your marriage 

This page is designed to be printed and placed in a three-ring binder so that you will have the 
two week series for future reference, personal study, and to share with others.

 

 

single person that the forbidden fruit of sex is to be reserved for 
marriage.  Yet, as important as sex becomes to a man and woman in love and as great a 

sex becomes for a couple to say their marriage vows, sex is not the defining 

Relationship is what defines marriage; sex is only one aspect of the relationship 
and women 

Marriage was also 
create, protect, and nurture children.  Sex in marriage 

efine the sum and substance 

Of all relationships, marriage is the most complex as it involves all four types of love; 
.  In marriage, all of these aspects 

one another so as to make the totality of a marriage more than the 
mere sum of its parts.  Erotic love is a powerful source of energy for any marriage, but it 

in its absence 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not 
is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but 

rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never 

message or the scripture; listen in the stillness 

ring binder so that you will have the 
and to share with others. 


