
           

 

    Minding 
         Your 
              Marriage 

WEEK 3   MARRIAGE AS A PARTNERSHIP 
 
 A marriage with meaning is one where the commitment to the relationship goes 
beyond what the husband or the wife are receiving from one another at any given point in 
time.  Ideally, marriage is a reciprocation of affection, respect, work sharing, and fidelity, but 
this will not always be the case.  There will be times in any marriage when one member of 
the couple will fail the other or when one partner in the marriage will “carry” the other by 
“taking up the slack” either emotionally, financially, spiritually, or physically. 
 Successful marriages are the result of forming a partnership where both the husband 
and wife share equally in the benefits of the relationship.  But being in a partnership also 
entails bearing an equal responsibility to address any liabilities that exist.  Unlike a business 
partnership where shared liabilities involve money, the liabilities in the marriage partnership 
are emotional.  Paying down an emotional liability in a marriage involves both partners 
“owning up“ to what is due.  Where in business what is tendered to reduce a liability is cash, 
in a marriage partnership the currency used is honesty, transparency, vulnerability, and 
forgiveness.  Using this emotional currency, the liabilities in a marriage can be reduced while 
producing a dividend of trust and understanding.   
 Not every couple will be able to reach on their own the level of self-awareness and 
mutual understanding that will be necessary to reduce or eliminate the emotional liabilities 
of their marriage.  They will need help.  Couples can confer with other couples who have 
mature and stable marriages.  Other resources for self-help are listed on the Resources link of 
this webpage as are professionals who can provide facilitated and therapeutic assistance. 
 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 19:6 
So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate."  
NIV 
 
Some Things To Do This Week 
Day 2: Reflect on the reading; journal if you like 
Day 3: Pray for or meditate on what you think you need 
Day 4: Discuss the reading with your spouse 
Day 5: Plan how you can best respond to the reading 
Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the reading 
Day 7: Recommit yourself to your marriage 

This page is designed to be printed and placed in a three-ring binder so that you will have the 
entire fifty-two week series for future reference, personal study, and to share with others. 
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