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WEEK 22 CHILDREN AND MARRIAGE

Children are not possessions of a marriage. From the moment a child comes into a
couple’s life, the mutual goal of the parents should be to prepare the child to eventually leave
home as an independent, well
his or her own personhood.

A child bears the genetic signatures of the parents, but a child deserves more than
becoming a clone of the parents. Every child is the parents’ opportunity to contribute a
unique individual to the world, not just a dupl
own unmet dreams.

If parents are committed to the goal of helping their children develop their own
personhood, then parents must be open to the influence that time, talent, and circumstances
will have upon the plans for their children. Being committed to the process of parenting
rather than the outcome of parenting will
encourage and appreciate the uniqueness of the children. What is being stressed here is not
permissiveness, but nurturing

Faith should be the operative word in parenting, not fear. Nurturing a child in a way
that honors personhood will produce an outcome in adulthood that both fits the needs of the
child and honors the efforts of the parents.

Scripture Readings: Prove

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.
NIV

Some Things to Do This Week

Day 2: Reflect on the message and scripture reading; journal if you like
Day 3: Pray for or meditate on what you thi
Day 4: Discuss the message and scripture with your spouse
Day 5: Plan how you can best respond to the message
Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the message or the scripture; listen in the stillness
Day 7: Recommit yourself to your marriage

This page is designed to be printed and placed in a three
entire fifty-two week series for future reference, personal study, and to share with others.
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Children are not possessions of a marriage. From the moment a child comes into a
couple’s life, the mutual goal of the parents should be to prepare the child to eventually leave

well-rounded, and self-defined individual. Every child de
his or her own personhood.

A child bears the genetic signatures of the parents, but a child deserves more than
becoming a clone of the parents. Every child is the parents’ opportunity to contribute a
unique individual to the world, not just a duplicate of themselves or a fulfillment of their

If parents are committed to the goal of helping their children develop their own
then parents must be open to the influence that time, talent, and circumstances

plans for their children. Being committed to the process of parenting
rather than the outcome of parenting will acknowledge possibilities, permit discovery
encourage and appreciate the uniqueness of the children. What is being stressed here is not

nurturing.
Faith should be the operative word in parenting, not fear. Nurturing a child in a way

that honors personhood will produce an outcome in adulthood that both fits the needs of the
child and honors the efforts of the parents.

Proverbs 22:6

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.

Some Things to Do This Week

Day 2: Reflect on the message and scripture reading; journal if you like
Day 3: Pray for or meditate on what you think you need
Day 4: Discuss the message and scripture with your spouse
Day 5: Plan how you can best respond to the message
Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the message or the scripture; listen in the stillness
Day 7: Recommit yourself to your marriage

page is designed to be printed and placed in a three-ring binder so that you will have the
two week series for future reference, personal study, and to share with others.
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Children are not possessions of a marriage. From the moment a child comes into a
couple’s life, the mutual goal of the parents should be to prepare the child to eventually leave

defined individual. Every child deserves

A child bears the genetic signatures of the parents, but a child deserves more than
becoming a clone of the parents. Every child is the parents’ opportunity to contribute a

icate of themselves or a fulfillment of their

If parents are committed to the goal of helping their children develop their own
then parents must be open to the influence that time, talent, and circumstances

plans for their children. Being committed to the process of parenting
permit discovery, and

encourage and appreciate the uniqueness of the children. What is being stressed here is not

Faith should be the operative word in parenting, not fear. Nurturing a child in a way
that honors personhood will produce an outcome in adulthood that both fits the needs of the

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.

Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the message or the scripture; listen in the stillness

ring binder so that you will have the
two week series for future reference, personal study, and to share with others.


