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WEEK 16                             LISTENING FOR LEARNING 
 

 There is hearing, and then there is listening.  Hearing is merely the recognition that 
someone is speaking.  Listening is being attentive to what is being said.  Listening is waiting 
until your wife finishes before starting to reply.  Listening is refraining from drawing a 
conclusion before your husband has finished talking.   
 Active listening creates empathy with your spouse by paying attention to the details 
and the nuisances of what is being said.  Listening is the prerequisite to any meaningful 
response to someone speaking, especially a special someone.  Listening is a gift of 
compassion given to another who wants very much to be heard.  
 Disinterest, distraction, self-defense, and presumption can all create barriers to 
effectively listening to what your spouse is trying to say.  Sometimes there isn’t listening 
because there may be an apprehension about dealing with what may be heard.  In this case, 
rather than not listening, respectfully tell your spouse how difficult it is to deal with what is 
being said.  There will be other times when one spouse wants to talk about something in 
which the other spouse has no particular interest.  In this case, the gift of time and an ear will 
be much appreciated, and it will hopefully avoid your marriage partner feeling discounted. 
 Difficulty in communication is one of the most frequent complaints heard about 
marriage from both husbands and wives.  Good communication in a marriage takes an 
investment of both time and energy, but the effort will be worthwhile because of the benefits 
it will bring to the relationship.   
 
Scripture Reference: James 1:19  
My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to 
become angry…  NIV 
 
Some Things to Do This Week 
Day 2: Reflect on the message and scripture reading; journal if you like 
Day 3: Pray for or meditate on what you think you need 
Day 4: Discuss the message and scripture with your spouse 
Day 5: Plan how you can best respond to the message 
Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the message or the scripture; listen in the stillness 
Day 7: Recommit yourself to your marriage 
 
This page is designed to be printed and placed in a three-ring binder so that you will have the 
entire fifty-two week series for future reference, personal study, and to share with others. 
 
 
© Ronald G. Joyner 
 


