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WEEK 12                               A LABORATORY FOR GRACE 
 
 Marriage serves many purposes.  It is a setting that is well suited for sexual 
expression, intimate companionship, raising children, and sharing in the work that makes up 
daily living.  Marriage is also a laboratory for learning how to get along with others. 
 Grace is the relational lubricant that keeps the wheels of marriage from squeaking.  
There is no other setting in life, maybe with the exception of being part of the crew of a 
submarine or one of the astronauts in the International Space Station, where the proximity 
and constancy of the contact between two people require as much forbearance for the sake of 
maintaining a workable, productive, and enjoyable coexistence.       
 Grace should not be looked upon as a passive or permissive attitude.  To the contrary, 
grace does not compromise what is right,, rather grace is a personal discipline employed by a 
married couple where there is the conscious choice to forgo judging one another for the sake 
of a greater good—that of establishing, nurturing, and sustaining a meaningful relationship. 
Grace accepts the notion that another person does not have to be right in order to be valued 
and that forgiveness can repair the foundation of any relationship.  Grace, the offering to 
another of unmerited favor, is a by-product of the love that a married couple ought to have 
for one another. 
 
Scripture Reference: Hebrews 12:14-15 
Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the 
Lord.   See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble 
and defile many.  NIV 
 
What can you do? 
Day 2: Reflect on the reading; journal if you like 
Day 3: Pray for what you think you need 
Day 4: Discuss the reading with your spouse 
Day 5: Plan how you can best respond to the reading 
Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the reading 
Day 7: Recommit yourself to your marriage 
 
Print this page and place it in a three-ring binder so that you will have the entire fifty-two week 
series for future reference, personal study, and to share with others.  
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