
ADVENT 
 

  B Y H E L E N  D E R R Y B E R R Y

Today I've spent a fair amount of time looking for my one set of car keys. I've misplaced 
them somewhere, after letting myself into the house last night. Since I've gotten older, 

it seems I spend at least a third of my time looking for something! 
 

As I've searched, trying to be aware of a small set of keys & a remote control on a 
simple key ring, amid household clutter and in my home setting, the name "Simeon" 
keeps coming into my head. Simeon, the old, devout Hebrew, who long ago was also 
looking.....looking for someone....looking for "the consolation of Israel". And, he was 

rewarded for looking. The Holy Spirit had told Simeon at some point in his life that he 
would not see death until he had seen the Lord's Christ, the Anointed One, Messiah. 
Today, the day of salvation, Simeon rejoiced, praised God, gave thanks that now he 

would be released from this world in peace, according to God's word. Simeon joyfully 
proclaimed, "For with my own eyes I have seen Your Salvation, which you have 

ordained and prepared before the presence of all peoples, a Light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and to bring praise and honor and glory to Your people Israel." * 

 
I have no doubt my keys will show up. 

 
Jesus has shown up. 

 
And he has given the keys of God's kingdom to believers in His chosen one to open up 

the holy inheritance to all who believe. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD for the people of God! 
 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Consider : What are you looking for today? 
 

*Luke 2:30-32 Helen Derryberry, November 26, 2018 
 

Post script: I found my keys later the same day I wrote this. They were in my long, 
winter coat which I had worn to walk the dog the day before. Normally, I wear a short, 

insulated jacket. 
 


