
Nominations for Conference Leadership 
 
 
 
Conference Officer and Member of Conference Council  
 
Mandy Cook, Secretary of the Conference  
 

Mandy Cook is a member of Evangelical UCC in Marysville, KS. A 
native Kansan, she passionate about her community and is active in the 
arts. Mandy has always had a love of reading and her “Linked in” profile 
says when she was a kid she got in trouble for reading too much. So now, 
she spends her days professionally at the library where she is in charge of 
ordering the children’s and young adult books, and running the programs 
for teens and tweens. Mandy is married to Brian, and  two teenagers, Nat 
and Ian also help keep her busy.  At Evangelical UCC, Mandy has served 
as the chair of the Church Council, she attended the Generosity Training 
sponsored by the Conference, and has served on the Conference Be the 
Church Grant Committee.   

 

Sheridan Irick, Ecumenical and Interfaith Partnership Liaison; Member of Conference Council  

Having found the UCC through Mayflower Congregational, Sheridan saw a 
position announcement for the KO Justice Witness Coordinator in 2014 
and has been engaged in the ministry of KO and the wider church since 
then. Later she became an a Member in Discernment, attended Phillips 
Theological Seminary and as a MID had the opportunity to attend the 
General Synod in Cleveland. Sheridan was ordained in June 2018 and 
currently serves  Sheridan is the pastor of Community Church in Partridge, 

KS. Sheridan and Community Church in Partridge was one of the congregations that hosted our 
German partners in 2016 and Sheridan was scheduled to be pat of the delegation to travel to 
Germany on the partnership visit last May, cancelled due to COVID-19.  

 

 

Nominees to Serve on Committee on Ministry 

The Committee on Ministry (COM) sometimes functions as  one committee functions but they 
are two  two Subcommittees.  Terms for the (COM)  terms are for three years and members may 
serve no more than 2 successive terms.  The Subcommittees are: 

Subcommittee  A: Authorization and Standing and  
Subcommittee D Discernment and Preparation 
 



Nominated to Serve as Chair of COM A and Member of Conference Council, 2nd Term, Class of 
2023 

Suzanne Nichols is an attorney and an administrative law judge for the State 
Health Department and she serves on the Board of Public Health that serves a s 
a neutral convener for the various parts of the public health industry. Suzanne 
stepped in to serve when the position became vacant and has agreed to continue 
to serve in this role. She will also serve on the Conference Council as the 
representative of the Committee on Ministry so will be charged with being in 
contact with COM D to be able to provide overall updates for both 
subcommittees.  Suzanne is a member of Church of the Open Arms, Oklahoma 

City.  

 

Subcommittee D; Nominated to a 2nd Term, Class of 2023  

 .  
Cody Rine is one of those rare UCC members that actually grew up 
in the United Church of Christ. Cody has also had the opportunity to 
experience the wider UCC as he attended General Synods in Grand 
Rapids and Tampa. When Cody moved to Kansas from Ohio  in  
2014, he looked for a UCC church and joined Midland in Sterling, 
KS that same year. Since becoming a member of Midland he has 
served on the Church Council and the Search Committee. Cody and 

his wife Amy live in Hutchinson, where he works for ADM.    

 

Subcommittee A, Nominated for a 2nd Term; Class of 2023  

Ellen Neufeld, a native of Inman, Ks., is a 1976 graduate of Bethany 
College, Lindsborg, Ks.  and a 1979 graduate of Washburn University School 
of Law, Topeka, Ks.  She was a staff attorney for the Hutchinson/Reno 
County Legal Aid Society for five years and then became a staff attorney for 
the Kansas Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services, now known as 
the Kansas Department for Children  
and Families, for 28 years, retiring in 2013.  Ellen now has a private practice 

specializing in guardianship/conservatorships, probate and court appointed guardian ad litem 
work involving custody issues in divorce/paternity cases. Ellen serves as organist for St. Peter’s 
United Church of Christ in Inman, KS. And is principal oboist with the Hutchinson Symphony 
Orchestra, the Bethany College –  Community Orchestra and the Messiah Festival Orchestra, 
Lindsborg, Ks. (Class of 2023; 2nd Term) 
 
 

 



 

 

Subcommitte A, Nominated for a 1st full term; Class of 2023 

Mauri Peaco retired and transferred her standing from Missouir Mid-South to 
KO, and brought years of experience serving on COM with her. She was 
experienced, willing and available to provide assitance when  KO’s COM D chair 
moved to Conference Council and the incoming chair was on family leave.  
Following a career as a social worker and family therapist, Mauri received her 
M.Div from Eden Theological Seminary and was ordained in 2008. Mauri  is a 
certified Boundary Trainer and has completed the training as an Intentional 

Interim. Mauri has served congregations as a settled pastor and Sunday supply pastor. She is 
member of Plymouth Congregational UCC in Lawrence. 

 

The following persons are nominated as delegates for the Class of 2023:  

The UCC Bylaws determine the number of General Synod delegates per Conference based on 
the membership of the Conference. KO has 6 delegates and 2 associate delegates (voice without 
vote). The UCC bylaws also require that the composition of the delegation meet certain 
requirements; 50% clergy, 50% lay delegates, a balance of male and female; 20% persons under 
30 and persons “representing the UCC’s commitment to affirmative action, etc. The point being 
that the delegation is to be a diverse as possible. Not an easy balance, but one to be taken 
seriously and one that is more and more difficult to achieve.  The Class of 2023 must include a 
layman, person under 30 and a clergywoman.  

 

Helena Lord is a freshman at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
studying Biochemistry and is a member of Plymouth 
Congregational Church in Lawrence, KS.  Helena has been an 
active member at Plymouth participating in service trips to Simply 
Smiles and as attended KO Annual Meetings, and National and 
Regional youth Events. In addition, Helena's family hosted 
visitors from Evangelical Church in Baden, Germany and Helena 
had the opportunity to represent the KO conference on a 

partnership trip to Baden, Germany. She looks forward to representing the conference again in 
General Synod 2021 and 2023.  

 

 

 



Steven Christofferson  grew up in the United Church of 
Christ in the Missouri Mid-South Conference where he was 
confirmed in 1994 in the church he grew up in with his 
parents, St. John’s UCC in Mehlville, MO. Steven has an 
undergraduate degree from Indiana State University and a 
MA from Webster University in International Relations and 
Affairs. He left Missouri and re-located  to Oklahoma City to 
care for a family member and that’s how he found Mayflower 
Congregational Church where he has been a member since 
2014.  Steven serves as the Director of Youth Ministry at 
Mayflower and was excited about taking a group of 
Mayflower youth to NYE until COVID-19 resulted in 
cancelling the event.  When not serving with the youth of 
Mayflower,  Steven works as a Human Resources manager 
for Target. He is married to Nichole and has a 14-year-old 

son named Ryan.  

 

Rev. Kayla Bonewell was born in Oklahoma City and has her Master of 
Divinity from Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley, California (2008). 
Ordained in the United Church of Christ (2010),  served as Associate 
Pastor in Rochester MN before returning to Oklahoma in 2016 to serve 
as pastor of Church of the Open Arms and Cathedral of Hope. Kayla has 
ministry experience as a hospital chaplain, campus minister, social 
justice activist, youth minister, and associate pastor.. Kayla is a member 
of the inaugural class of the UCC’s “Next Generation Leadership 

Initiative,” a 20-year focus on energizing and sustaining younger, emerging UCC local church 
pastors. She was awarded “Forty under 40 in Oklahoma City Leadership” in 2016, and received 
the  “Oklahoma Human Rights” award from Amnesty International in 2018. 

  

 

Delegates in 2021 will experience a virtual Synod and in 2023 the General Synod is scheduled to 
meet in Indianapolis, Indiana.  


