
August 28, 2020 
 
 
 
 
Dear KO Conference Team, 
 
We are happy to provide an overview of our program for the 19-20 school year. It was not without challenges, 
as you know. However, it definitely started out strong and we did our best to work with being forced off 
campus in March 2020 due to COVID. 
 
Here is an outline of the programming and accomplishments we had during our 2019-20 school year at the 
Little Blue House. 
 
Mission: To foster an interfaith voice for peace and social justice on The University of Tulsa campus. 
 
Programming 
 
Veggie Lunch 
In fall of 2019, we held Veggie Lunches for 14 weeks. The number of attendees ranged from seven to 30. We 
had quite a few new faces last year as we welcomed new students to campus. Spring semester brought new 
challenges as we had to stop having a presence on campus after spring break. Before that, however, we held 
eight lunches. We also decided to hold virtual lunches for the rest of the semester beginning in April. We 
emailed a recipe with ingredient list to our student mailing list, and a link to watch the program coordinator 
make the lunch.  
 
Interfaith Community Service 
We started a new interfaith community service program in fall 2019. Students from all faiths or no faith were 
invited to enjoy the experience of working together to provide community service for Tulsa-area agencies in 
need. 
 
Students and staff gathered in September, October, November, and December to work on the project. In 
September, we shopped for and assembled birthday supply bags for children at the Restore Hope Ministries. 
We were able to deliver 20 bags to the agency. Each bag includes birthday cake supplies, a small gift, and a 
bag of balloons. Five students helped assemble and deliver the bags. 
 
In October, we put together arts and craft kits for children at DVIS (Domestic Violence Intervention Services). 
Each kit contained coloring books, crayons, paints, a small toy, and other assorted items. We delivered 15 bags 
to DVIS and four students helped with the activity. 
 
Our last service project actually spanned two months, as we decided to expand it in scope. Initially we planned 
to purchase items to make cold weather-readiness bags and give to the unsheltered community in Tulsa. We 
did accomplish that goal—but we added to it. In addition to assembling 20 bags, we also held a cold weather 
clothing/accessories drive. We set large boxes in dorms, the student center, and other prominent places on 
campus and encouraged all administration/faculty to tell their students about it. There are 15 boxes for 
collecting the items. The cold weather-readiness bags contained: chapstick, tissues, bottle of water, gum, 
toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant, bar soap, wet wipes, hot hands, and feminine hygiene products (in half of 
the bags). Four students helped pack these bags. We delivered the bags to the John 3:16 Mission. We will 
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finish collecting the cold weather clothing this week and deliver to the John 3:16 mission; we had 10 students 
help with this final task.  
 
We also had plans for the spring semester, which we largely had to cancel. We did have students participate in 
cookie-baking with the Altamont Bakery, a female-led social service initiative that works closely with the 
Mental Health Association of Oklahoma.  
 
Other Interfaith Programming 
The organization is trying to incorporate a more effective interfaith aspect to programming. This quest began 
in 2018, when we started having our Meet-a-Faith Leader series at Veggie Lunches. This was such an amazing 
experience that we planned to have more activities along that line.  
 
One activity that was able to happen was an open forum panel on the topic of homosexuality and faith. In 
attendance as panelists were Fr. Lee Domenick from Trinity Episcopal, Moises Echeverria from OCCJ, and Alex 
Wade from Oklahomans for Equality.  
 
Another activity was that students were able to attend was a program at the synagogue in conjunction with 
Sustainable Tulsa. They discussed “Religion and the Climate Crisis” and featured panelists from Phillips 
Seminary. Students made some great interfaith contacts there as the speakers were of different faiths 
representing local organizations.  
 
The following were the ideas that had to be canceled due to COVID but we hope to revive when we can have 
in-person gatherings again, or perhaps in a virtual connection.  
 

 We have an ongoing task for board and committee members to reach out to colleagues around the city 
to invite them to be a guest at Veggie Lunch.  

 A panel for local clergy members to reignite the discussions of faith similar to what we held during 
Veggie Lunch during the 18-19 school year. 
 

 
Fellowship/Social Activities 
Two years ago we decided to offer more fellowship opportunities in order to build community amongst all the 
students. We typically offer at least one social night per month. These range from movie nights, game nights 
and craft nights to dance parties and across-campus tag. When we had to move to virtual programming, we 
found new ways to connect with virtual game nights and movie nights via online gaming platforms, Zoom, and 
Netflix. We had difficulty with attendance for these events as students felt fairly stressed with all of the 
changes.  
 
In September, we began a free weekly yoga class held at the Blue House. While attendance started off strong, 
it eventually waned enough to cancel the class. We had wanted to have a large yoga class outside in spring 
2020, but had to cancel that event. We hope to revisit that idea sometime this school year. 
 
In November, we were able to open the Blue House to the TU Hillel chapter for a Friday night dinner. Staff was 
in attendance and there were approximately 20 from the Hillel group. 
 
Student Groups 
We also continue to have our four active student groups meet at the Blue House: PRIDE, HeadStrong (mental 
health advocacy), Earth Matters, and Society for Gender Equality (SGE). Most of the groups met weekly 
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throughout fall and the first week of March. HeadStrong had some difficulty in transitioning leadership and 
were not able to get together very often. In addition to meetings, here are some of the larger 
accomplishments of the groups: 
 

 Pride held the annual HallowQueens event with the largest turnout ever of approximately 200. The 
Blue House was proud to co-sponsor Isis King for the Pride week panel. 

 
 SGE hosted representatives from the Take Control Initiative to speak to students about contraceptive 

education. 
 

 Students from Pride and SGE helped the LBH staff host an educational table about HIV/AIDS for World 
Aids Day. 
 

 Earth Matters spearheaded an upcycle project making sleeping mats out of plastic shopping bags for 
the unsheltered population. The project had to be postponed due to COVID but we still have the bags 
so hopefully we can do this activity in the future.  
 
 

 
We are grateful for all of the support that the KO Conference gives us throughout the year!  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Linda Davis 
Executive Director 
 


