
 

RUHL’S CHURCH WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

                          This Week in Worship 

 

This week in worship we come to one of the most recognizable, and foundational ideas, of our faith in Jesus 
Christ: Faith and Works.  The passage is James 2:14-26.  Take some time this week and read over the 
text.  Consider what it is saying to you.  Spend some time thinking and praying about how you can make your 
faith really show.   

 

PLEASE NOTE - Sunday, September 23, there will be a special Sunday School schedule.  We will have a 
combined Adult and Youth Sunday School to hear from Denny and Dolly Bowerman about their most recent 
trip to the reservation this past summer. 

 

Have a great week!  See you Sunday. 

 
Mission Reports 

 

Sunday, September 23rd we invite everyone to come to the sanctuary during the Sunday School hour to hear 
about our ministry to the Dine’ - Navajo Indians.  We will have lots of fun and at the same time you will learn 
what we do in following God’s calling.  The children’s department will provide the opening, and there will be 
an interactive part for the children.  We would love to have everyone attend from both services and all Sunday 
School classes.   Thanks, Dolly and Denny 

 

 

Tech Update  

 

I wanted to give you all a little tech update of all the exciting updates and changes that have been going on 
recently. As many of you have seen there is a tripod in the front of the sanctuary/ fellowship hall on Sundays. 
What we are doing is live streaming our worship services. What does that mean exactly? Well that means if 
you are ever home sick or away on a Sunday morning you can tune in and watch our service live from where 
ever you are with your cell phone, tablet, computer, or smart TV. All you need to do is go to 
www.youtube.com then in the search bar type in Ruhl’s Church and the first thing that will pop up is the Ruhl’s 
Church channel. You click on that and then you can select the live service or watch one of the previous up-
loaded sermons. (The actual link is: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCixs22KP6jkwdmCXuwlfwMg ) Our 
live services will be most 8:00am services and all of the 10:30am services. Now remember we only live 
stream meaning after the service is over the video will be deleted. We do this because of copyright issues 
with the music. We are not allowed to save them on our youtube account, but I upload the sermon to our 
youtube account and website every Wednesday. (Also if you want a copy of the whole service I would gladly 
burn you one on a DVD just let me know.) Another exciting thing about our live streaming is that we now have 
the services streaming in the Prayer room and the nursery. If you have any problems accessing our youtube 
channel please let me know. (You do not need to have a youtube account to watch our live services or up-
loaded sermons.) So next time you are away or home sick check out our live stream or catch up on a missed 
sermon. All sermons are also posted on our Website www.ruhlschurch.org. You can also find our newest 
newsletter and order of worship there as well. All are updated every Wednesday. Thank you and God Bless. 

 
Dustin Crawford  
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HURRICANE RELIEF  

  
In advance of the overwhelming need that is sure to come soon - I am posting the information about putting 
together “flood buckets”  This is a concrete way that you can help the need that is sure to come from Hurri-

cane Florence and whatever follows.   
 

The advice that is generally given in such circumstances is DO NOT send items directly to the affected ar-
ea until they are asked for - meaning that there is a structure in place to receive, to distribute, to utilize do-

nations.  Instead, we can collect items for the flood buckets that they are ready to be sent.   
 

Monetary donations are always a good option.  Every dollar that you give through the United Methodist 
Church toward an advance special goes to the cause.   

 
I am posting the full description for flood buckets, but we will accept whatever you can afford to give (as 

long as it meets the guidelines) and will then put together as many buckets as we can.  If you want to give 
a monetary donation, please MARK IT clearly “FLOOD RELIEF” - either in a special envelope or on the 
check.  We will apply it to the appropriate Advance Special as soon as one is listed.  ALWAYS - pray for 

the affected people and areas.   
******************************* 

Cleaning Kit 
These supplies enable people to begin the overwhelming job of cleaning up after a flood or hurricane. 

Cleaning Kit Value: $75 per bucket 
 

Cleaning Kit Materials 
One five-gallon round bucket with re-sealable lid (14.35” h x 12.19” w x 12.19” d) No screw lids 

May be used, but must be free from all residual product 
Advertisements on the outside acceptable 

 
One 32-64 oz. bottle liquid laundry detergent 

One 16-40 oz. bottle liquid concentrate household     cleaner - No spray cleaners 
One 16-34 oz. bottle dish soap 

One 4-8 oz. pump spray air freshner (three solid, or three gel freshners also acceptable) 
One 6-14 oz. pump spray insect repellent (pack of 10-20 wipes also acceptable) Pump spray bottles must 

have protective covers 
One scrub brush With or without handle 

18 re-useable cleaning wipes 
No terrycloth, microfiber or paper towels  

Remove from packaging 
Five scouring pads sponges 

No stainless steel pads with soap in them  
Remove from packaging 

36-50 clothespins 
One 50-100 ft. clothesline (cotton or plastic line) 

24 roll of heavy-duty trash bags (33-45 gallon sizes)  
Remove from packaging 

Five N95 particulate respirator dust masks (1-3 mm thickness)  
No surgical masks 

Two pairs kitchen gloves 
Durable for multiple uses 
Remove from packaging 

One pair work gloves 
Cotton with leather palm or all leather 

Assembly Directions 
Place all liquid items in the bucket first. 

.     

 
(continued on next page) 

 



 

Hurricane Relief (continued) 

 

Important Notes 

Place remaining items in the bucket fitting them around and between the liquid items.  
Scouring pads and trash bags can be separated in order to fit all of the items in the bucket.  
Clothes pins may also be placed in a small re-sealable bag. 
Secure the lid on the filled bucket 

All items must be new with the exception of the bucket and lid. 
All cleaning agents must be liquid form. No powders are accepted. 
If items have been omitted, label bucket. Please indicate which items are missing.  
Sponges have been removed from the list of supplies due to the challange of locating the non-celluslose 
sponges that prevent mildew. Non-cellulose sponges will be added to each bucket upon arrival at the affilaite 
warehouse 

. 
Do not include any personal notes, money or additonal material in the kits.  
Contents of kits or the containers of kits should not be imprinted with cartoon characters, advertisments, reli-
gious, patriotic, military or camouflage symbols.  
 

Packing & Shipping Instructions 
 
Packed buckets cannot exceed 70 pounds. 
Complete two packing lists, one for your records and one for the shipping box. 
Place the shipping label/packing list on the outside of the box. 
Please send a check to Sager Brown for the total number of buckets times $3 per bucket for the cost of 
sponges and shipping. One check may be written for the enitre donation. 



BISHOP’S DAY ON THE DISTRICT  

 

Thursday evening, September 27, beginning at 6:30 PM, Ruhl’s Church will be the host for the 
Bishop’s Annual Day on the District.  Bishop Johnson will be here to have a special time with 
clergy and laity from the churches in our West District.  This year will be a little different from last 
year (if you remember that) – We will begin at 6:30 PM with a time of fellowship with light re-
freshments.  Then, at 7:00 PM we will gather in the sanctuary for the meeting.  The meeting will 
begin with a brief time of worship, followed by the agenda that Bishop Johnson will lead.  The 
primary purpose of this year’s meeting is to inform and discuss the work of the “Way Forward 
Commission” and the upcoming Special General Conference in February 2019.  If you have not 
heard, over the past years, there has been a great deal of controversy and division in the larger 
United Methodist Church around issues of sexuality.  At the last General Conference, a commis-
sion was established to discern and make recommendations to try to resolve the issues that are 
dividing the larger church.  Bishop Johnson will be speaking about the process that has unfolded 
so far, the process ahead and the implications.  It is a time for us to hear from the Bishop and be 
able to ask questions.  There is the potential that this will be a very large meeting; all clergy and 
members of all churches in our District are invited.  You are all welcome to attend. Registration is 
required to attend.  Please let Pastor Blaine know by September 23rd.  Please pray for the meet-
ing in advance.  And, it would be good for us to have some volunteers to act as hosts for the 
guests coming.  If you would be willing to be a special greeter, please speak to Pastor Blaine. 

 
 

 

Prayer Walkers! 

 

There is a new start time for the prayer walkers.  We will start at 10 AM in the Sanctuary and as you 
walk around the church inside or outside, please use the following list as suggestions as you pray. 

  

•        Pray our sanctuary will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

•        Pray for our Church family, that we will be open to the Holy Spirit. 

•        Pray for Pastor Blaine as he brings the message God has for us. 

•        Pray for Bonnie, Ben and Jonathan. 

•        Pray for Dustin and our youth . 

•        Pray for Heather, Daphne and Harper 

•     Pray for Shawn leading Music Ministry at Ruhl’s 

•     Pray for Yvonne, Sol, and Ny Ny 

•        Pray for our leadership and for our teachers 

•        Pray for our Ministries. 

•    Pray for Ruhl’s Preschool   

At 10:35 will we meet in the prayer room for a time of praise and thanksgiving. 

 

 

 



“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

 

“There’s Football on Friday Nights?” 

 

In the past year, since I have come to Manheim, I have come to understand that for many, fall Friday nights mean Foot-
ball!  I say this a little tongue in cheek.  Before coming to Ruhl’s and to Manheim, most of my Friday football nights were 
spent getting ready for hundreds of kids to come out to an event called 5th Quarter.  After the home games, students 
would walk across the school property, to the church property.  There we would host them until 11:00 PM with a bon-
fire, music, lots of snacks including fresh cut french fries and a brief testimony.  I didn’t see football games.  Before that, 
the boys were small enough that we didn’t go.  Why, even as a teenager myself all those years ago, I really didn’t go to 
foot ball games.  I wasn’t that interested.  And there was probably a bit of a protest / rivalry factor involved.  I played 
soccer.  The football team, and much of the school had little regard for us soccer players.   

 

So, now, here I am in Manheim, where football is pretty much a religion to many people.  Friday nights are spe-
cial.  They are set aside.  And, I will admit, that since I have been here, I haven’t missed a home football game.  I know 
- my streak is far from the record.  The thing is, I go to the stadium on Friday nights, where there is football, not for foot-
ball, but for the band.  Last year, Ben was in the band.  This year, both Ben and Jonathan are in the band.  Bonnie and 
I go to the football game, wearing our Marching Band T-shirts.  We get there early to see the band perform the 
pregame show.  We sit next to the band so that we can hear them as they play songs to add some spark to the 
crowd.  We stand and listen as they play the Alma Mater at the end of the game.  Next home game - there we are 
again.  The show is the same.  The stand songs are the same.  But we repeat it all - for the band - while the football 
team plays their game.  We DO root for the Barons to win.  But if it weren’t for the band, most Fridays, we would proba-
bly be elsewhere.  I hope that doesn’t sound like blasphemy or heresy or something awe-full, but there it is the simple 
truth.  While so many are getting their weekly does of athletic spirituality, we are enjoying the music above the game. 

 

Why do I mention this?  This is not an attack on the football team!  Go Barons!  But sitting in the stands and observing 
people around us, it really struck me, Friday night football games share a lot in common with Sunday morning wor-
ship.  There can be many people who come.  They are giving their time, even investing in the experience.  Many will 
anticipate and prepare for the experience.  Many are effected by the experience as they go their way - some for days to 
come.  But most of all - it really hit me - we can be there, together, or seemingly together, for very different rea-
sons.  Just like some come to the game for the game, and we come for the band - and there are probably others that 
come for other reasons - like that is where they can see their friends, or it is a simple date, or even they are lonely and 
want some cheerful human contact - there can be multiple reasons that people come to church.   

 

It is true.  When we come to worship, not everyone is coming with the same reason or expectation.  Some are coming 
because they want to worship - it has been a good week.  Some are coming because they need to worship - it has 
been a lousy week.  Some are coming - despite the fact it has been a lousy week and they are going to “try” to wor-
ship.  Some are coming because of someone else - mom, or dad, a spouse, for the kids, for a friend, etc.  Their primary 
purpose is not worship.  It is not things spiritual - rather it is relational.  Some are coming out of guilt.  Some are coming 
because they want to be seen in that place or by people that are there.  Some even come and they are not sure 
why?  Something is compelling them, but they can’t put their finger on it.  What does all this mean?  We cannot take 
people or circumstances for granted.  If we want to know how people are doing, and what is going on with them, we 
need to talk to them, ask them, and really listen.  Be open.  Be sensitive.  Try to be discerning.  More often than we 
might guess, there are probably a lot of needs to be addressed in the pews around us.  And maybe if we were honest, 
a few in us as well.  In short, there IS worship on Sunday morning.  Only, not everyone is there to worship for the same 
reason, or maybe not even to worship in the first place.  But we are called to be one.  And we are called to love. This 
Sunday, take a look around.  Who looks like they are worshipping?  Who looks like they could use someone to care for 
something going on.  When we take the time to really worship, and when we take the time to really care for others, God 
is glorified.  And isn’t that what living by faith is about - us glorifying God in all we do. 

 

Grace & Peace, Pastor Blaine 



 

 

 

 

RUHL’S CHURCH CALENDAR 

Sunday, September 23
rd

                 

 8:00am Traditional Worship Service 

 9:15am – Sunday School for All Ages  

 10:30am – Worship Service 

 6:30—8:00pm – IGNITE for all Youth   

Monday, September 24
th

    

 7:00pm Finance Ministry Meeting 

 7:30pm Nominations Meeting  

Tuesday, September 25
th

             

 7:30pm Vision Team Meeting  

Wednesday, September 26
th

                                      

 6:30pm Pastor’s Bible Study (Book of Revelation) – All Are Welcome 

 7:30- 8:15pm Choir Rehearsal  

 8:00pm Praise Band Rehearsal  

Thursday, September 27
th

                               

 6:30-8:30pm Bishop’s Day 

Friday, September 28
th

   

Saturday, September 29
th

                

   

Sunday, September 30
th

                   

 8:00am Traditional Worship Service 

 9:15am – Sunday School for All Ages  

 10:30am – Worship Service  

 5:30pm – Neighborhood Picnic  

 6:30—8:00pm – IGNITE for all Youth 

    

Looking Ahead  

Farm Show Week Oct. 8
th
 – 12

th
  

Senior Citizens banquet Sat, November 3
rd

  

Charge Conference Thur, Nov 8
th
 (at Faith U.M.C.) 


