
 

RUHL’S CHURCH WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

                          This Week in Worship 

 

This week in worship, we will be looking at James 4:13-18.  This passage of scripture speaks to an idea that 
is very important for us to address - not “how” are we living - but “when” are we living.  Are you living in the 
past, the present, or the future?  We need to be aware of all three, but …  Well, come out on Sunday and ex-
plore this idea with other believers.  Come out for God’s word.  Come out for worship.  Come out for fellow-
ship.  Just … come. 
. 

Vision Team Plans Cottage Meetings  

~Grace and peace to you all from the Vision Team.  We have been working hard over the summer and are 

excited about the point that we are at in our Vision Process.  As you should be aware, we spent a couple 

months interviewing people in the congregation with a series of questions to see where the congregation is in 

its understanding of who we are? Who is our community?  What is our purpose? What are the needs?  What 

can we do? And the like.  We have spent time studying over one hundred surveys and would like to share 

that with you, get your reactions, and discuss the findings.  So, we are scheduling five cottage meetings and 

asking you to sign up for one.  Cottage meetings will be led by two members of the Vision Team, here at the 

church, lasting between an hour to an hour and a half.  We hope to engage as many people as possible and 

bring back responses that will be part of the process to pray over and write proposed core values, mission 

statement and vision statement.  These then will be shared with the congregation before the church would 

move toward adoption of the core values, mission and vision.  There is still quite a bit of work to go in this pro-

cess, but we are making good progress and we look forward to this time with the congregation to help guide 

the process.  Look for the sign-up sheets on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.  Dates and times for 

cottage meetings are as follows:   

  

Thursday, October 25, 7 PM. 

Monday, October 29, 7 PM. 

Sunday, November 4, 6:30 PM. 

Saturday, November 10, 1 PM. 

 

 
 

All You Can Eat Spaghetti Dinner 
 

There will be an all you can eat Spaghetti Dinner Saturday, October 20, 2018 from 4:00pm till 7:00pm(or until 
sold out). Other menu items include Salad, Garlic Bread, Applesauce, Homemade Desserts, and Beverages. 
Cost is $10 for Adults, $4 for children (4-10 years old) and children under 3 are free. All proceeds benefit lo-
cal, national, and global missions. 
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Thanksgiving Food Boxes 

 Thanksgiving is quickly approaching, and plans are underway to create Thanksgiving food boxes. Our 
delivery date will be Sunday, November 18 so the families will be able to prepare their meals for the 
holiday. 

 

 If you know a family who is struggling and who could use a box of food with all the ingredients for a 
Thanksgiving dinner, please contact Kris Gray (664-3868) with the name and phone number of the family 
by October 28.  It will be very difficult to fill requests made after this date. Please inform the family that 
we will be contacting them to ask about their food needs.  Thank you! 

 

Sub Stand  

 

Thanks to all the volunteers who helped at the sub stand.  We had a great week.  We sold over 137 Doz-
en Subs! Thank you for your support. 

 

Help Needed 

We are looking to personalize our website with pictures of our church.  We are looking for someone with a 
nice camera and photography background to share their time and talents taking pictures around the 
church.  If you can help, please speak to Dustin. 

 

 Volunteers Needed 

 

We are looking for more people who would like to read scripture for the 8:00 am Service. If you would be 
willing to do that please see Dustin and let him know. Thank you. 

 
 

Prayer Walkers! 

 

There is a new start time for the prayer walkers.  We will start at 10 AM in the Sanctuary and as you 
walk around the church inside or outside, please use the following list as suggestions as you pray. 

•        Pray our sanctuary will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

•        Pray for our Church family, that we will be open to the Holy Spirit. 
•        Pray for Pastor Blaine as he brings the message God has for us. 

•        Pray for Bonnie, Ben and Jonathan. 

•        Pray for Dustin and our youth . 
•        Pray for Heather, Daphne and Harper 

•     Pray for Shawn leading Music Ministry at Ruhl’s 
•     Pray for Yvonne, Sol, and Ny Ny 

•        Pray for our leadership and for our teachers 
•        Pray for our Ministries. 

•    Pray for Ruhl’s Preschool   
At 10:35 will we meet in the prayer room for a time of praise and thanksgiving. 
 

 

 



“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

 

“I Love A Parade … Sort of.” 

 

When I was a child, the highlight of September was the Solanco Fair.  The highlight of the Fair was the Pa-
rade, or maybe the Powl’s Feed stand with their pool of live ducklings, or maybe getting a milkshake from 
the Dairy Tent.  No, it was the Parade.  At the Parade, you might get candy or other little treasures, and it 
lasted a lot longer than a milk shake, or the attention span even with the ducklings. 

 

I know many people enjoy parades.  Victory parades.  Holiday parades.  Community celebration pa-
rades.  Parades are full of so many sights and sounds that are not part of our normal day or week.  Even if 
we are seeing familiar faces and things, they are slowed down, up close and personal, and we take time to 
notice.  We see fire engines, and police cars, and the vehicles from local businesses all the time.  But usual-
ly they are going somewhere, and we are headed some place else.  When I was a child, I loved the fire en-
gines, the horseback riders, the antique tractors and the calliope at the very end the most.  I haven’t seen a 
calliope since I was a kid.  (Look it up if you aren’t familiar!)  I still do enjoy the fire engines (though I could 
use ear plugs for the sirens), I really like the antique tractors and the horses are interesting.  But now, my list 
especially includes the bands.  Yes, that has grown as I have followed Benjamin and Jonathan playing in the 
band.  Anyhow, now I see a parade or two a year with renewed, or refocused interest; when my boys are 
involved.  So, I guess, I love a parade, sort of.  I love to see my boys doing something they enjoy.  Other 
than that, parades have much less allure than they did. 

 

Watching the Manheim Farm Show Parade this year, almost first thing, Bonnie and I saw the Manheim Cen-
tral band.  They marched by, playing one of their songs, but I wasn’t able to spot either Benjamin or Jona-
than.  Still, I was smiling to see them go by.  After that, there was a lot of parade left that I looked at in a dif-
ferent way.  It was fun to see faces that I knew; some Boy scouts, Mary Martin on the Library float, Chloe 
Phillips (and Ann) on a Special Olympics float, and of course “Last Stand” cranking out music near the 
end.  I checked out the tractors and fire engines.  I looked to see what I recognized, or what was interesting 
with businesses and organizations.  I saw a lot of folks smiling, happy to be out there.  Lots of wav-
ing.  Sometimes tossing candy, or handing something out.  Many really aware of the crowd.  But I really 
looked close at the bands as they went by.   There was something different.  Aside from Manheim Central, I 
don’t remember that any of the other bands were playing when they went by.  All were simply marking time 
with a bit of percussion to keep them together.  And, as we were near the end, it was obvious that many of 
these groups were a bit tired.  They were looking more or less straight ahead.  Which to be fair is what they 
are instructed to do, but they don’t engage the crowd like many of the other participants.  In short, the thing I 
was most interested to see didn’t deliver the way that I would have hoped.   

 

Now, my purpose in pointing this out isn’t to bust on the bands.  I appreciate knowing that these young peo-
ple are out there engaged the way that they are.  But it made me think.  As believers, we may not be on 
“parade,” but perhaps we ought to think of ourselves that way at least a little.  We are out in the public.  Peo-
ple see us.  In fact, people are watching us intentionally more than we might realize.  People are interested 
to see what we will do and how we will act, in different situations and circumstances.  Are we smiling, open, 
engaging?  Or, are we so focused on something that we don’t notice what is going on around us; the people 
around us?  Are we displaying, or using our talents?  Do people see life in us?  The reality is that our witness 
may influence how people outside the church see other believers, even maybe to the point of not wanting to 
have anything to do with other believers.  Things to think about.  What to do?  At all times, try to carry your-
self in a way that reflects the joy and peace we have from knowing Jesus as Lord and Savior.  I promise you, 
that is something that people will go out of their way to see and experience for themselves.  Let your life be a 
display of God’s love for all to see. 

 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 



 

 

 

 

RUHL’S CHURCH CALENDAR 

Sunday, October 21
st

              

 8:00am Traditional Worship Service 

 9:15am – Sunday School for All Ages  

 10:30am – Worship Service 

 6:30—8:00pm – IGNITE for all Youth   

 

Monday, October 22
nd

       

 7:00pm SPR Meeting 

Tuesday, October 23
rd

                

  

Wednesday, October 24
th

                                       

 6:30pm Pastor’s Bible Study (Book of Revelation) – All Are Welcome 

 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

 8:00pm Praise Band Rehearsal 

 

Thursday, October 25
th

                                 

 7:00pm Vision Team Cottage Meeting 

Friday, October 26
th

   

 

Saturday, October 27
th

                 

 

Sunday, October 28
th

                   

 8:00am Traditional Worship Service 

 9:15am – Sunday School for All Ages  

 10:30am – Worship Service  

 6:30—8:00pm – IGNITE for all Youth 

    

Looking Ahead  

SPRC Meeting Mon. October 22nd - 7 PM 

Vision Team Cottage Meeting Thurs. October 25th - 7 PM 

Vision Team Cottage Meeting Mon. October 29th –7 PM 

Senior Citizens banquet Sat, November 3
rd

  

Vision Team Cottage Meeting Sun. November 4th—6:30 PM 

Board Meeting Mon. November 5th—7 PM 

Charge Conference Thur. Nov 8
th
 (at Faith U.M.C.) 

Vision Team Cottage Meeting Sat. November 10th—1 PM 
 
 


