
 

RUHL’S CHURCH WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

                          This Week in Worship 

 

First of all - last week in worship - wow! 
Thank you to all the of children and youth involved in sharing the message of Christmas with the church and 
community.  Thank you to Dennis and Bev and all who helped the children to share.  It was a special Sun-
day. 
 
This week in worship - is the Third Sunday of Advent.  Our message, preparing for Christmas with the 
prophets, will be from Zephaniah 3:14-20.  We are in for some good news!  And, of course, there will be 
some great music to help us worship.  Come and join the excitement, the joyful fellowship, as we are getting 
so very close to the big day!  (Who can you invite to come and be a part?) 

 

 
 
 

Christmas Food Boxes 

Sunday we will be preparing the Christmas food boxes for families in the Manheim area.  We ask that you keep these 
families in prayer over this Christmas season.  A huge “thank you” to each and every one of you who contributed to 
this project!  It is truly amazing what our church family can do when so many allow God to work through them to bless 
others! 

 
 
 
 
 

Voices Needed! 
 

Do you like to sing, but are afraid you don’t have the time to fulfill a commitment to singing in a group? 
(Then please consider helping, even if it’s just a small amount of help that you feel that you may have to of-
fer.) The choir and praise band are in need of more voices!  We’ll take all the help we can get, (even if it’s 
just temporary.) PLEASE consider joining choir for this Christmas season! We currently have an urgent 
need for every voice, so prayerfully consider whether God wants to hear from you! Rehearsals are held 
Wednesday evenings at 7:30 PM. See Shawn for further details. Thanks! 
 
 

 
Thank You 

 
Thank you to all who contributed to Trim a Tree.  We collected 43 packs of socks, 56 toothbrushes, 32 scarves, 16 

coats, 86 hats, 44 pairs of gloves, a pair of jeans and a sweat suit which will be taken to Lancaster County Council of 
Churches for their clothing bank.  Mission Commission 

 
 
 

Thank You 
 

A huge resounding “thank you” to everyone who came out to sing Christmas carols to the residents at the Danner 
Home on Sunday.  About 30 singers of all ages and 9 residents sang all the traditional carols and enjoyed lots of deli-

cious cookies afterwards! 
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Office Administrator, Part-Time, Ruhl’s U.M.C. 

 
 The office administrator works closely with the pastor and performs a variety of administrative duties. A 
successful candidate must be able to work independently and take initiative, conduct him or herself with the 
utmost respect and confidentiality, and be computer and technology savvy. 
 
 The office administrator acts as the first point of contact and the face of the church to the community at 
large and the congregation. The office administrator prepares the weekly worship bulletins; a weekly email 
newsletter; maintains the church directory, and other records; updates the church calendar; answers the 
phone and responds to emails; and other duties that support the ministry of the church as requested by the 
pastor. 
 
 Office and/or secretarial/administrative experience required; church or religious background or compa-
rable nonprofit experience strongly preferred. Must be proficient in Microsoft Suite; knowledge of social media 
and church management software a plus. 
 
 The position is Monday through Friday, 20 hours a week. Wage is negotiable based on experience. 
 
 To apply, please send resume and two reference letters to office@ruhlschurch.org 

 
 

Christmas Orchestra 

 

Attention all brass and woodwind players. Time to warm up your chops and oil those valves to prepare for the 

Christmas Eve service.  Please contact Shawn if you are able to help with the brass and orchestra this holi-

day season. Rehearsal times and dates will be announced soon. 

 

 
 
 

Christmas Community Supper 
 
"The annual Christmas Community Supper held here at Ruhl's will take place on Saturday, December 22nd 
at 6:00 P.M. We have been blessed by a donations covering the cost of this meal already--praise be to God 
for answering prayer before it is even asked! That being said, volunteers will be needed that night for kitchen 
help, serving tables, and lots of help for cleaning up. Also, volunteers to bake cakes and pies for the night 
would be needed as well!! A signup sheet is soon to be put up, but you can also contact Seth Achey to volun-
teer! More than anything else, please pray for this event, that those who need the meal and the message 
most would come, that all would go smoothly, and that hearts would be turned to Christ! 

Seth's Cell: (717) 644-3785 
Email: sethachey@gmail.com" 

 
 

 

FIREWOOD FOR SALE  AT THE GROVE—CONTACT Dave Heisey  717-665-4499 

mailto:sethachey@gmail.com


 

Target Your Discount Cards 

 

The Preschool is once again selling the Target Your Discount Cards. This card allows you to access discounts at 
many businesses in the Manheim, Lititz, Mount Joy, and Lancaster areas and can be used as many times as you 
wish between now and December 31, 2019. The discounts vary from a percentage off a purchase or free items with 
a purchase. Visit www.targetyourdiscount.com for a complete list of businesses or Ginny Brown. If you have any 
questions or wish to purchase a card ($20) see Ginny Brown or call De Leitzel (664-3371). A TargetYourDiscount 
Card is a gift that keeps on giving. Thank you from the staff and children of Ruhl’s Preschool for your support! 

 

 

We need YOU! 
 

We are working on the Welcome Center schedule for 2019 and need a few more friendly people to greet 
people before and after the first and second services!  If you can smile, shake hands and greet people all 
at the same time…you are qualified for the job!  If you are interested, please contact the church office or 
Kris Gray as soon as possible.  Thank you! 

 

 

Prayer Walkers! 

 

There is a new start time for the prayer walkers.  We will start at 10 AM in the Sanctuary and as you 
walk around the church inside or outside, please use the following list as suggestions as you pray. 

•        Pray our sanctuary will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
•        Pray for our Church family, that we will be open to the Holy Spirit. 

•        Pray for Pastor Blaine as he brings the message God has for us. 

•        Pray for Bonnie, Ben and Jonathan. 
•        Pray for Dustin and our youth . 

•        Pray for Heather, Daphne and Harper 
•     Pray for Shawn leading Music Ministry at Ruhl’s 

•     Pray for Yvonne, Chy Chy, Sol, and Ny Ny 
•        Pray for our leadership and for our teachers 

•        Pray for our Ministries. 
•    Pray for Ruhl’s Preschool   
At 10:35 will we meet in the prayer room for a time of praise and thanksgiving. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.targetyourdiscount.com


“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Lessons From Coming In Second” 

 

This past Friday, I did something for the very first time.  I went to a High School Championship game.  I grew 
up and attended Solanco Schools, were I was a “Golden Mule.”  Later, after I entered ministry, our first move 
took us to Penn Manor (Comets).  Next we went to Northern Berks county to the Hamburg School District 
(Hawks).  From there, we went to Birdsboro (Daniel Boone School District - Trailblazers), Then to Lampeter 
Strasburg (Pioneers).  Never in all that time were we at a district when they won state championship.  Friday, 
Bonnie and I traveled to Hershey, the boys were there too with the band, hoping to see our first champion-
ship won by our Manheim Central Barons. 

 

Of course, probably most reading this know, we didn’t win.  Manheim Central came in second.  That was dis-
appointing.  More than that, many are upset, angry even, because of the way that we lost.  Manheim had a 
bit of a slow, stuttering start in the first half.  We scored first.  We drove the ball on several drives.  But, down 
near the goal line, we stumbled with interceptions.  Meanwhile the other team got a couple big plays and we 
were suddenly down quite a bit.  We didn’t execute.  Could have different play calling helped?  Maybe?   

 

In the second half, Manheim battled back.  Actually, if you look at each half separately; if they were individual 
games, they won the first half.  We won the second half.  The total though, came out in favor of our oppo-
nents.  It is a hard pill to swallow coming so close.  But, what makes it doubly hard, was two other fac-
tors.  First of all, if you are a Manheim supporter, it REALLY looked like there were some officiating calls that 
were poor, that went against us, that affected the tide of the game.  Secondly, again from a Manheim per-
spective, there were a number of players on the other side that repeatedly came across as VERY unsports-
manlike; everything from taunting to dirty play, dirty play that had as its goal, and actually ended up hurting 
players on purpose.  

 

Losing is never easy, or fun.  The players individually, and as a team, work long, and hard to achieve their 
goal, yet came up short.  When it seems like you beat yourself, and / or the game was in some ways taken 
from you, it is harder yet.  Since the game, there have been many statements of support for our team.  That 
helps, a little.  But what lessons can we learn?  What can we take away from this experience?  There are 
two things that stand out to me.  First of all, working hard at something, giving it everything you have, is its 
own reward.  If you are going to do something, do it completely.  If you are going to commit, commit.  In any-
thing you do in life, you are almost never guaranteed results, especially perfection.  So many things can 
thwart our best effort, that doesn’t mean that you don’t give it.  Secondly, how you do what you do, how you 
carry yourself, matters.  The desired outcome, achieved the wrong way is not the ideal we should aspire 
to.  (The ends don’t justify the means.)  I know that these observations won’t take all the sting away.  But in 
the long run, when trophies are collecting dust, character still matters in everyday lives. 

 

These lessons are not just for football teams, and other athletes, they should be for all of us individually, and 
for the church too.  It often seems that churches compare themselves, or get compared, to others; that there 
is a competition.  There is not, and yet there is.  What we need to remember, is who we are, and whose we 
are.  What we do, everything we do, is first and foremost for Christ, so do it with all your ability, no matter 
how you think it stacks up in the bigger picture.  And too, understand that the journey is just as important as 
the destination.  How we do what we do, counts.  Character counts.  People see, and people judge.  Let all 
our actions along the way, bring credit to our savior.  Do things the right way, and in the end, you just may 
see, the “outcome” takes care of itself; that there is so much more credit and reward for the journey to the 
goal than we ever realized.   

 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 



 

 

 

 

 

RUHL’S CHURCH CALENDAR 

Sunday, December 16
th 

                 
 8:00am Traditional Worship Service 
 9:15am – Sunday School for All Ages  
 10:30am – Worship Service 
 6:30—8:00pm IGNITE for all Youth 
   
Monday, December 17

th 

          
 7:00pm Leadership Team (Board of Ministry) Meeting 
 

Tuesday, December 18
th

                    
  
Wednesday, December 19

th
   

                                         
 6:30pm Pastor’s Bible Study (Book of Revelation) – All Are Welcome 

 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

 8:00pm Praise Band Rehearsal 
 
Thursday, December 20

th
                                    

  
Friday, December 21

st
      

       
Saturday, December 22

nd
  

                   
       6:00pm Community Christmas Dinner 
 
Sunday, December 23

rd
   

                     
 8:00am - Traditional Worship Service 
 9:15am – Sunday School for All Ages  
 10:30am – Worship Service  
 NO IGNITE for all Youth  
    
 
 
 
 

Looking Ahead 
  

Community Christmas Dinner Sat, Dec 22
nd

 
Christmas Eve Service Mon, Dec 24

th
 7:00 PM 

  
  


