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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“See Your Memories” 

Some people love Facebook.  Others … not so much.  I do use Facebook, 

mostly to keep up with people in a way that I cannot do in person.  There is a 

lot that shows up in my feed that I just scroll right on by; almost everything that 

presents as advertisement, news, or politics.  What almost always catches my 

attention are the “shared memories” that show up in my own feed, and those 

that others share.  The stuff that shows it was on this day, 2 years ago, or 9 

years ago.  Whatever.  I know, it seems weird.  Life happens so fast.  There is 

plenty that is fresh.  If you choose to share, by word, or picture, or both, who 

has time to look back?  And yet, so many really like to do this.  Looking back 

connects us to things that were important for one reason or another.  

One of the most universal memory makers perhaps, is this season that we are 

in.  I know, it is really Advent.  Christmas is still coming.  But for very many we 

are IN the season of Christmas and it is just the pinnacle that has not yet 

arrived.  However you look at it, this time of year, with the get togethers, the 

traditions, the … well … memories, is a powerful connector.  It connects us 

with each other in the present.  It very often connects us with our past.  And 

quite often, connecting with the past, connects us with others in the present.  

Sharing memories together can be just as powerful as making new memories 

together.   

Now we find ourselves in a strange situation.  We know that this special time 

of year is unfolding.  But for so very many, it cannot unfold in the way that we 

would hope.  Many find themselves separated from those they desperately 

long to be with.  And as much as we would like to relax, as much as we don’t 

like what is being asked to be done, as much as we might wish to, or actually 

do resist; still things will not be the same.   

It is certainly understandable if some will feel a touch of nostalgia, a sense of 

sadness for Christmas past.  But at its heart, Christmas is about God breaking 

in to the present and changing the future for all who will receive what God has 

for them.  I’m not saying that we shouldn’t remember special moments from 

the past.  But I encourage you to focus your attention, focus your heart, on the 

present, for what IS there, not on what is NOT there.  No matter how much we 

may, or may not be able to do with others, God will be here, with us.   
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If I may be so bold, I suspect that very many are so caught up in reliving memories and making new ones that 

they don’t give nearly enough attention what the season is about.  Oh, we talk about it in church.  And, there are 

traditions there as well.  But do we really take time to “come and see” as the shepherds did?  Do we spend time, 

“pondering all these things in (your) heart,” like Mary did?  How much time do we give to connecting, deeply, to 

what happened all those years ago; and to what God would do in the present?  Are we willing to be connected 

in whatever way God would choose for us? 

You know, a little while back, an interesting memory came up.  It was a picture of a nativity set we put out each 

year.  There are the typical figures of Mary and Joseph.  Of course, there was Jesus in the manger in the middle.  

There was a shepherd with sheep, a cow, a donkey and wisemen.  What made this picture stand out, is that a 

little helper had also added Luke Skywalker and Darth Vader action figures that were perfectly to scale.  (A happy 

coincidence I am sure.)  In that memory, Christmas – meaning Jesus, and family, are connected, together for 

me.   It is a simple thing.  But it is a memory that brings a smile to me, even if no one else would see the picture 

and understand. That just might be Christmas 2020, seeing what each one of us can see, and appreciating it no 

matter what.  Remember, that first Christmas didn’t come to great crowds.  There were not big parties, or family 

gatherings.  That first Christmas, it was a couple here, a few there, that really got it.  What they got personally, 

was enough no doubt, to change them, and ultimately the world, forever.  No matter what anyone was looking 

for, or expecting, there were some memories there to share and sustain after all. 

May God bless you richly as Advent becomes Christmas; and waiting is transformed into receiving. 

Grace, Mercy, and Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This Week In Worship is the Fourth Sunday of Advent.  We light the last Advent Candle – there is only the Christ 

Candle left after Sunday.  We will be jumping from Isaiah to Luke, and considering the Angel Gabriel visiting 

Mary to foretell Jesus’ birth.  It promises to be a special time of worship and reflection. 

Reminder – there is Sunday School via Zoom at 9:00 AM.  We are working our way through the whole Christmas 

story there. 

Also – looking ahead.  Next Week, Thursday, Christmas Eve, we are planning an outdoor worship celebration.  

This will be a time to come together to praise God for Jesus’ birth.  There will also be a special service on-line 

as well.  Look for the details in the e-news. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CHRISTMAS FOOD BOXES 

This Sunday we will be preparing the Christmas food boxes and gifts.  If you still have items to donate, 
you may drop them off at the church on Saturday. Remember the free ham dinner and Drive to 
Bethlehem is from 2-4 on Saturday, so you can drop off items when you pick up your dinner.  If you are 
not picking up a dinner, remember traffic may be heavy during that time.  If you cannot drop off your 
items on Saturday, please contact Kris to make arrangements. 
Please keep the families who are receiving the food boxes in your prayers.  They are going through 
very tough times this holiday season, and the Christmas food box they are receiving is a huge 
blessing to them.  Thank you for your generosity. 
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OFFERING ENVELOPES NOW AVAILABLE FOR PICKUP 
 

The office is normally locked while Joyce is in the office alone. Please ring the doorbell when you come to pick 
up your envelopes. Please note: 

• The numbers have changed for some people. Look for your name not your old number. 

• If you are sending your offering to the church, please make sure your envelope # is included. Also, if 
you put the $ amount on the envelope it is a great help to the person recording your contribution. 

Thank you for your faithful support of the Mission & Ministries of Ruhl's UMC. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL VIA ZOOM 

Blaine Wenger is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: 12/20/20 Sunday School 

Time: Dec 20, 2020 09:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84512570914?pwd=WGgvT1N5dk5XUmVvWDd2TC9wbUVpZz09  

 

Meeting ID: 845 1257 0914 

Passcode: 450615 

One tap mobile 

+16465588656,,84512570914#,,,,,,0#,,450615# US (New York) 

+13017158592,,84512570914#,,,,,,0#,,450615# US (Washington D.C) 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

Meeting ID: 845 1257 0914 

Passcode: 450615 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdH86WGLtv 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84512570914?pwd=WGgvT1N5dk5XUmVvWDd2TC9wbUVpZz09

