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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Multi-Tasking” 

If you didn’t know it, I am a bit of a Type A personality.  I know, what a surprise, 

right?!  Actually, I am probably mellowing a bit here over the last few years.  

For years and years, I would pride myself on how much I got done. The more 

the better, whether it was work or play, professional or personal, I was usually 

doing a couple things at the same time; to be “efficient,” or “productive.”  If you 

can relate, you know, there can be a bit of an adrenaline rush to see things 

getting crossed off your “to do” lists; but then, it takes some adrenaline to keep 

going. Over time, it does wear on a person.   

I won’t go into my whole story of transformation in this regard. Actually, I am 

still very much a work in progress. However, as I determined that some 

changes in my habits were necessary, I came upon many personal coaches 

and the like that wrote very consistently how the most successful people didn’t 

multi-task. Writer after writer, blogger after blogger, expert after expert said 

again and again how inefficient, how unproductive, and how detrimental to real 

quality, multi-tasking really was. Over and over, the advice; plan your time, do 

one thing, work on it for a while then change gears completely for something 

else if you need a break or something urgent needs attending to. Ideally, do 

one thing, finish it, then move on to the next. Simple enough idea, but very 

counter to what I had practiced for years. Still, as I work with this principle, I 

am becoming convinced that all the “experts” are right.   

Despite all of that great advice, however, I am here today to tell you that as we 

find ourselves in changing seasons in the church, we need to do a little multi-

tasking.  Spiritually speaking, we need to do some “holding on” AND “looking 

forward.”  Yesterday was Thanksgiving.  Sunday, the season of Advent begins.  

Very many in the world were very excited yesterday for Thanksgiving; for turkey 

and filling and mashed potatoes, and, … and, … and pumpkin pie, and, …  

Well you get the idea. If we were able to log all the calories consumed 

yesterday on a fitness app, it was probably enough to sustain us all for several 

days. Despite all the hype, most have moved on. Today, they have to get out 

and get those Black Friday bargains, or it is back to work, or something. No 

doubt there will be a lot of Christmas preparation going into full swing, 

Thanksgiving in the rear-view mirror.  

It is important that we prepare for Christmas. Though, maybe most don’t really 

attend to the most important aspects of preparation. If we are to fully appreciate 
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Jesus’ coming, we need to prepare the mind and the heart for what is coming. At the same time, we shouldn’t 

just “move on” from Thanksgiving.  The day may be past, but the attitude is one that we should nurture still; really 

always.  Indeed, without a thankful heart, it will be hard to be ready for Jesus’ coming.  Hold on to Thanksgiving, 

even as we look forward to Christmas.  

“Be very careful, then, how you live – not as unwise but as wise, … always giving thanks to God the Father for 

everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  (Eph. 5:15, 20) 

“A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway 

for our God.  Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain, and hill made low; the rough ground shall become 

level, the rugged places a plain.  And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it together.  

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  (Isaiah 40:3-5) 

Grace, Mercy and Peace,  

Pastor Blaine. 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This week in worship, it is the first Sunday in Advent.  Advent is the season in the church year when we get 

ready for Jesus’ birth.  For the next few weeks, we will be having messages from the prophet Isaiah to help us 

consider the coming of Jesus.  This week’s message is from Isaiah 64:1-9.  Take some time, read over the 

lesson and consider what this says to you about the coming of Jesus?  What does it say to you about getting 

ready? 

OBSERVING ADVENT 

Sunday begins the season of Advent.   This is a time when we prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus.  Just 

like a family has to get ready for a new baby, we take time to get ready.  For us, though, it is a spiritual exercise.  

As a child it was always a treat to open a new “door” or tab on my Advent calendar each day and see the picture, 

or the snippet of a scripture, and sometimes there was a little piece of chocolate.  In worship, it is traditional to 

light a special candle each week on the Advent wreath to note the passing time and to call attention to some 

special theme.  We will be doing this as part of the worship service in the coming weeks.  Because we will be 

worshipping in very many places, I want to encourage you to set up your own Advent wreath in your home, 

wherever you normally watch the service.  This can be a very simple thing.  Assemble five candles.  Traditionally, 

one is white, that is the Christ candle that is lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas day.  The other four candles vary 

a bit.  Three purple and one pink had been the custom for years.  More recently churches are using three royal 

blue candles and one pink one, or four royal blue candles.  The reason for the blue, instead of purple, is to 

distinguish this time of waiting, where it is very joyous in nature, from the season of Lent, where the church color 

is also purple, but the waiting is much more somber.  Some people like to use a pink candle on the third Sunday 

for Mary or the theme of love, but that is optional.  Really, don’t go buy something special – unless you want to.  

Use what you have.  It is the remembering that is most important.  And this way, each family will get to light 

advent candles, each week! 

ZOOM SUNDAY SCHOOL 

During this season of Advent and Christmas, while we are apart for worship, Pastor Blaine will be hosting a 

special Sunday School class on Zoom.  Everyone is welcome to log on and join in, Sunday at 9:00 AM.  We will 

be taking a close look, digging deep into all things related to Advent and Christmas.  If you have not used ZOOM 

before, or have questions, please contact Pastor Blaine.  Use the link below to join Sunday morning.  Hope to 

see you there. 
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Blaine Wenger is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Sunday School November 29 

Time: Nov 29, 2020 09:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85398041894?pwd=UE01OGEySndhekRtYkFtT3E2MnV0dz09 

Meeting ID: 853 9804 1894 

Passcode: 116378 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,85398041894#,,,,,,0#,,116378# US (Chicago) 

+16465588656,,85398041894#,,,,,,0#,,116378# US (New York) 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

Meeting ID: 853 9804 1894 

Passcode: 116378 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbrHeVYqzr 
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