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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Everybody Do The Limbo” 

Every so often, I come across a reference to “the limbo.”  Usually it is some 

odd rerun of an old TV show, or something of the like. There is a party going 

on, music, and the familiar cry, of “everybody do the limbo.”  Well if you have 

ever seen such an episode, or perhaps ever been at such a party yourself, or 

maybe it was gym class decades ago, you will remember what it is all about.  

There is a stick, at a certain height and everybody is to pass under it without 

knocking it off its supports.  Every time you are successful, you get to go again, 

at a lower and lower height until a winner is determined.  I never won.  I never 

got close.  Not my favorite game. 

Today, though, there is another form of limbo, that is all too familiar, that I like 

even less.  At a party, you make a decision to play.  But here today, what we 

have is the COVID version, or maybe more simply, the 2020 version of Limbo 

that very many seem forced to play. What does this entail?  What are the rules?  

Just this, we wait.  We wait for this.  We wait for that.  We wait on test results 

for ourselves.  We wait for test results for those that we love.  We wait for test 

results of co-workers, friends, and acquaintances.  We find ourselves caught 

up in quarantine by ourselves, or with very many others waiting to see what 

will happen, waiting for things to get better.  Lately, for very many, it seems that 

life is an endless cycle of hurry up and wait. Some say we are in the season of 

COVID.  You can also say, in very many ways, it is a season of waiting. 

Of course, you try to do what you must and what you can while you wait.  But 

when we are waiting intentionally, somehow it seems hard to completely 

concentrate on all that is normally before us. I don’t imagine I am saying 

anything extraordinary or controversial.  But as we are finding ourselves in the 

midst of COVID concerns that once again seem to be growing, these 

experiences of limbo seem to be growing as well, for more and more people.  

It can be frustrating, to say the least. Often, it feels much worse.   

There is no magic button to make it all go away; no easy button that all is 

instantly solved.  But we don’t have to deal with uncertainty, or adversity all on 

our own. 

In some of Jesus’ last moments with his disciples before the cross, speaking 

to them in the garden, Jesus said, “I have told you these things so that in me 

you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!  I have 
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overcome the world.”  (John 16:33)  I don’t want to suggest that everything is terrible.  As we look to Thanksgiving, 

it shouldn’t be hard for us to come up with things to be thankful for.  However, more than in  recent years, it has 

been and continues to be a challenging time for many.  When we feel overwhelmed; when we feel like we are 

stuck in endless limbo, may the Spirit bring us around to that which gives hope; that Jesus HAS overcome the 

world.  May we be more convinced than ever, that there IS peace in Jesus Christ, despite all that might so easily, 

and understandably, rob us of our peace. 

When we are able to be together at church once again, things will be a bit different from normal. What doesn’t 

change, now or ever, is Jesus.  He is our light in dark times.  He is the way, the truth, and the life at all times and 

in all circumstances. There is no uncomfortable waiting for any of this to come to pass.  All this is ours now, if 

we believe in Jesus.  We are not a part of some big “game.”  Even now, with the world as it is, there can be a 

sense of joy, or happiness, not in our present circumstances, but in the one who is present with us always.  In 

him, be blessed. 

Grace, Mercy, and Peace, 

Pastor Blaine. 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

We will once again be online only.  Our service will begin at 10:00 AM.  I hope that you will join us for this time 

of worship and reflection.  Sunday is both Christ the King Sunday, and the Sunday before Thanksgiving.  Actually, 

the last couple weeks have been building up to this in the Gospel reading we have been following.  Sunday will 

be the last of a series of parables or teachings on the kingdom.  We will be looking at Matthew 25:31-46.  I 

encourage you to take a look at the passage and spend some time meditating on God’s word.  And, too, between 

now and then, maybe take some time to start a list of things that you are thankful for.  It is never too soon to 

think about being thankful.  Now, and always, be blessed.  Pastor Blaine 

 


