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 “What’s On My Mind”  

by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Thanksgiving” 

Here it is, November. It is hard to believe that there won’t be any more Friday night football / band nights this 

year. The Farm Show is in the rear-view mirror. Halloween has come and gone. There is a good chance that 

you have mowed the lawn for the last time. Plans are being made for Thanksgiving celebrations, and even 

preparations are under way for Christmas.   

Retailers, marketers, and social media seem to be going through a struggle. They don’t want to miss out on 

Thanksgiving.  But, the really, really big deal is Christmas. Many don’t want to rush the season; and they don’t 

want to be behind for what will soon follow. Add to that, there is so much going on in our world, so many concerns 

and issues. Yesterday, we were confronted with the tragic news of another school shooting. This time in 

California. There are still tensions in many places in our world. We are getting deeper and deeper into the longest 

Presidential election cycle so far. Washington, DC, and much of the country, is consumed by events unfolding 

in Congress. I could go on and on. And none of that addresses what might be going on in anyone’s life personally.   

It is easy to see how Thanksgiving could get squeezed out. I think it is important here to slow down and to 

consider.  Many families will take time, Thursday, November 28, to observe the holiday. But for far too many, 

that means a day off work, a day of no guilt gluttony, an extra dose of football, a head start on Christmas 

shopping. What we need, maybe now more than ever, is a “Season of Thanksgiving.” When it comes to 

Christmas, we observe a season. It lasts for weeks. Properly understood, Easter is a season. And, for both, 

there is a season of preparation that focuses us to better appreciate what the season is all about.  For most, 

when it comes to Thanksgiving, we go full blast at whatever our normal activities are, then take a break for a 

day, then go back to normal. Sure, some will maybe take a little break from normal beyond the day, though not 

to be thankful, but to go hunting. What we need is a season of Thanksgiving.   

If you go to a Thanksgiving service, usually the night before Thanksgiving, because many don’t want their holiday 

to be interrupted, you will likely hear something about how we should have a spirit of Thanksgiving every day.  

And that is true. But if we are to adopt this spirit, or attitude, it might be a little more effective to start ahead of 

time, in anticipation, rather than to try to prolong things when people’s attention so quickly shifts to next things, 

namely Christmas. So, it is now just under two weeks until Thanksgiving. How about this? Starting today, each 

day leading to Thanksgiving, be intentional to give thanks. Let’s do this a couple ways.  First of all, thank people.  

Thank people for the things that they do for you. Thank people for the things that you see they do that make a 

difference in other people’s lives. Thank people for things that they have done for you in the past. Secondly, 

thank God. Each day, thank God for the blessings in your life. You can take time at the start of the day, and 

thank God for all the things you can think of; for Jesus, for the Bible, for your salvation, etc.  (There really is a 

lot!)  You can take time at the end of the day to thank God for all the ways that you experienced God throughout 

the day.  Really, you can thank God all day long, any time you realize something you have to be thankful for.  I 
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think that if we start to thank God right now, then Thanksgiving Day just might be more meaningful than ever.  

We will certainly experience it in a proper perspective and not shortchange it. Time is going to keep marching 

on. Things are going to keep happening in the world and to us directly that will distract and occupy us. Don’t let 

them distract you from this higher purpose. God is good all the time. Every day, we have reason to give God 

thanks. Make it more than just one day a year. And when that one special day comes, maybe, just maybe, it will 

be even more special. 

Grace & Peace,  

Pastor Blaine 

 

 

 


