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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Seasons in Seasons” 

It has been fall now for a few weeks.  As crazy and difficult as 2020 has been 

for many, physically, fall has been pretty special, at least around here in 

Manheim. The colors have been spectacular. The weather has been 

unseasonably warm for a couple stretches. Still, even in the midst of all this 

delightfulness, there was a cold snap, and there were a couple stretches of 

rainy days.  Now, it seems that fall is finally turning the corner to colder weather.  

The other day, I drove out on an errand. Coming back, I noticed that all the 

trees around the church had pretty much lost their leaves. The color was gone, 

down to only dull greens in the grass and shades of brown and gray in trees 

and bushes.  Except – there were three trees that were still holding on to a 

significant amount of leaves; three maple trees in our front yard in shades of 

yellow and gold. That seems neat, except that we’ve already cleaned up leaves 

from under those trees twice.  Still, there are more on the ground now than 

we’ve already dealt with. And, of course, there are still more to come. These 

three trees haven’t seemed to get the message that fall – at least the pretty 

leaves part – is passed.  We would really like to be done dealing with leaves.  

But the leaves aren’t ready to be done with us. They are having their own 

season within the season.   

I wonder, though, if this kind of situation isn’t more normal than we often realize.  

We are used to looking at things in a big picture kind of way.  Often, we miss 

the details, or fail to realize that others see the same thing in a different way.  

Really, no matter the context, if we pay attention, it is not uncommon to find 

ourselves watching, or living, a season in a season. Those three trees certainly 

seem to be having their own season of fall within the larger season of fall.  They 

are doing their own thing no matter what we want.  This does happen in many 

other areas of life, in many other “seasons” in peoples’ lives. If we can 

recognize it, we are better equipped to deal with it. If we don’t realize that others 

may be “in the same book” as we are, but “on another page” from us, we will 

spend a lot of time frustrated or worse. 

We are living through the “season of COVID.”  But different parts of the country, 

indeed different people in the same town may be experiencing it differently.  

We are still in the “election season.”  But countless people are experiencing it 

differently and have different expectations.  Within churches, businesses, even 

small groups, people can find themselves supposedly united in purpose, yet at 
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many different places in practice or application.  Maybe this all sounds rather dry and technical.  What is the 

point?  Just this. 

In life, we will find ourselves going through many different seasons, often with others, even many others.  Still, 

we won’t always be at the same point.  The biggest “season” if you will, for us as people of faith, is this season 

we are in, living out our faith.  Though we are united in faith, though we are bound together as one in Jesus, we 

may each be in our own little “season in the season.”  Being a little frustrated at the trees and their leaves is 

understandable – though not helpful.  Being a little frustrated at a friend, or a neighbor, because they are not at 

the same point that you are; or being frustrated at yourself that you are not at a further point yourself, doesn’t 

draw people closer, it pulls them apart. In John 17, we find Jesus praying in the garden before his arrest. He 

starts off praying for himself, then for the disciples.  Finally, Jesus prays for all who come to believe. That includes 

you and me.  His prayer was a simple one, that they would be one, as he was one with the Father.  He DIDN’T 

pray that they would be the same. That is key for us. Let us seek to be one with our brothers and sisters in Christ.  

But let us not get caught up in all trying to be the same. God has made us all unique.  And God is working on us 

in different ways.  And that is ok.  Sometimes we end up stepping on each other’s toes. We may not always 

appreciate the differences.  But if we can step back, and look at things with fresh eyes, we might just see that 

those differences ARE beautiful, that a season in a season IS something to be appreciated, even if it is a little 

more work. 

Grace, Mercy, and Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This week in worship, we have another parable of Jesus, the parable of bags of gold, or of the talents.  Matthew 

25:14-30.  This follows from last week’s parable of the 10 Bridesmaids.  Take some time to read and consider 

what is God saying to you about the kingdom?  Also, this week, we will celebrate Communion in the 10:30 AM 

service.  (We did the same last week at 8:00 AM.)  If you are not attending in person yet, due to the number 

of people, Pastor Blaine will be offering an opportunity to come and receive communion at 1:30 PM that 

should only a handful of people at the most.  We hope to “see” you this Sunday.  Until then, be blessed.   


