
1 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Three Things” 

I have a confession to make.  Most weeks when I sit down to write this column, 

I stare at a blank screen for a while.  Sometimes I start to type, then erase it all, 

and start over, sometimes more than once. Today, I have sat for a long time, 

trying to bring my thoughts into focus. 

As I sit here, it is Friday morning, three days after the National elections; but the 

elections are not over.  A picture is beginning to come into focus. There will be 

a result. That result will not make everyone happy. Once it is clear, I fear, that 

the bitterness and divide that led up to the election will only increase. You may 

not agree with me, but it seems to me that we are living through a second Civil 

War.  We are not a country divided north and south, we are a country divided 

in mind and heart. I think that there are some other parallels as well, but that 

isn’t important here.  What is important to note, there have been battles, big and 

small, and I expect that there will continue to be even more in weeks, and 

months and years to come.   

There are very many issues in our world, and in our country today, from 

Washington D.C., to Harrisburg, to Lancaster and right down to Rapho and 

Penn Townships, down to local school and even homes. That there are different 

opinions on how to address these things, indeed even what the actual issues 

are, or the priority that they should receive, is evident in our political process.  

We, as people of faith, should do all that we can to influence those processes 

so that they might align with God’s will.  But perhaps our greatest, and most 

important function is something else. In last week’s service and sermon, we 

heard and considered the Beatitudes, Matthew 5:1-12. In verse 9, Jesus 

pronounces, “Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called sons of God.”  

We want, we long, to see our country at peace, with prosperity for all.  But true 

peace, and true blessing, will not ultimately come from the voting booth or the 

“halls of power” however grand or humble they may be. True peace comes from 

God. True peace comes from knowing Jesus. True peace comes from the 

indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  If we would have peace, we need to follow the 

Prince of Peace.  And then, the best that we can, we follow Jesus’ example and 

work for peace in the world around us.   

But now, as in Jesus’ day, and in the days of the early church, knowing peace, 

and having peace, and sharing peace, does not mean that you will not 

experience hardship, uncertainty, even persecution.  Jesus says in John 16:33b 
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“In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.”  And, in John 14:27 “Peace I 

leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.   Do not let your heart be troubled, 

nor let it be fearful.” 

Whatever happens in days and weeks to come, whether your candidate prevails or not, whether things work out 

the way that you hope or not; we are all citizens of this country, AND we belong to another kingdom as well.  As 

citizens of this country, no matter what, we pray for its prosperity, we pray for its leaders as scripture directs us.  

As citizens of the Kingdom of God, we have every reason to praise God because our future is certain, and it is 

secure.  Between now, and whenever that future is finally, fully revealed, there are some constants we can count 

on, that we can hold on to; 1 Corinthians 13:13 “And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the 

greatest of these is love.” 

Pray for peace.  Work for peace.  And hold on to faith, hope and love. 

Grace, Mercy, and Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This week in worship, we will be looking at Matthew 25:1-3.  This is the parable of the 10 Bridesmaids.  It is a 

parable that raises serious questions for some.  But there is a point that we must not miss!  Take some time to 

read over this parable and consider what God might be saying to you. 

SPECIAL THIS WEEK AT 8:00AM SERVICE – we will be celebrating Holy Communion in the 8:00 AM 

service.  (We will have Communion in the 10:30 service next Sunday, November 15.)  If you are worshipping 

online, I encourage you to contact me (Pastor Blaine – 717-475-8826) so that you might pick up 

communion elements from the church office.  We will be using prepackaged communion cups that include 

juice and a wafer for COVID safety.  Another option for communion is that next week, November 15, there will 

be a special time of communion offered at 1:30 PM for those who worship at home.  We are offering this so you 

can come to the church when there is not the normal crowd.  It should only be a small handful of people so we 

can easily spread out for social distancing.   

Hope to “see you all” Sunday!  Till then, be blessed. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CORRECT ADDRESS FOR JERRY SNYDER IS: 

1640 Newport Road, Manheim, PA 17545 

 

OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE SAT. NOVEMBER 14 WITH MASTERSONVILLE FIRE COMPANY 

Mastersonville Fire Company (who covers the Church) is in need of help for a Carry-Out Pig Roast, Saturday, 

November 14. (COVID concerns have created volunteer issues for them as it has for many.) What is needed is 

help between 1 PM to 4 PM (or beyond), primarily to fill out carry out containers, but other things as well. If you 

would be willing to help, please contact, Matt Shenk (717-381-7248 - call or text / shenk@dejazzd.com) Any help 

is appreciated! 
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JOIN CHARGE CONFERENCE VIA ZOOM THIS WEEK ON WEDNESDAY, NOV. 11 AT 5PM 

 

 

 

           Join 

    Zoom Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

Zoom information:  

https://epaumc.zoom.us/j/95871988379?pwd=ZVpaUmd1M25UdHNadzkybTlJN05NQT09 

Meeting ID: 958 7198 8379 

Passcode: 635305 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,95871988379# US (Chicago) 

+16465588656,,95871988379# US (New York) 

Dial by your location 

    +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

    +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

Meeting ID: 958 7198 8379 

2020 Charge Conference Schedule 

2020 Charge Conference Agenda 
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