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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Seeing Clearly” or “Two Things at the Same Time” 

Yesterday, I went to the eye doctor.  A little while ago, I was cleaning up some 

personal items and discovered that the spare contacts that I had were “expired.”  

They were out of date. I could still use them in a pinch. But, thinking about it, it 

had been quite some time since I had an eye exam. While I didn’t feel that there 

was any problem, things change.  Maybe an eye exam would show that there 

had been some change in my eyes. Maybe there would be an even better 

contact lens for me to try out.  So, off to the eye doctor.  It was a very thorough 

visit and exam.  I tend to be a very chatty, questioning patient.  I tell the doctor 

everything and ask lots of questions. So, while I am waiting for the doctor, other 

staff are checking out the glasses that I have been using.  They determined that 

lenses in the glasses had been poorly made. My progressive lenses weren’t 

working as they should have. That should make a difference!  On to the doctor.  

She confirmed the bit about the glasses. Then, down to the exam.  Many of you 

probably know the routine.  There are a number of different checks.  Lights and 

drops, “follow the movement of the light.”  “Read the smallest line you can.”  

“Which one of these lenses looks clearer?  One?  Two?  One?  Two?  Now how 

about three?”  My peripheral vision was checked, and so on. Till it was all said 

and done, there is a determination, for both eyes about the overall health, and 

a prescription.  The prescription takes into account distance vision and close 

up.  Turns out, my prescription stayed very close to what it was.  Though I got 

a bit of a lecture on how I was wearing my contacts, and the doctor 

recommended trying a slightly different configuration with my contacts.  I’ve 

been wearing bifocal contacts for some time.  We are going to try a slightly 

different prescription that will hopefully eliminate the need to wear reading 

glasses most of the time.  That would be nice.  We will see.   

Ok, eye exam.  So what?  Well, it got me thinking.  (I know, “Really?” Right.)  Is 

there anything more basic to how we navigate each and every day, than with 

our sight.  Of course, there are those who have to do without.  But for the most 

part, seeing the world around us is the number one thing that we rely on to 

make our way through it.  Here is the thing; HOW we see the world around us, 

makes all the difference. My visit yesterday, reminded me that there is much 

more to seeing than we regularly think about.  Being able to see the little spot 

way off in the distance and confidently, accurately say what it is, is great.  But 

if what you are trying to see, is right in front of your nose, and that looks blurry, 

you have a problem. Being able to see to thread a needle is useful; but does 
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not automatically mean that you can read the road signs in the distance you need for direction before it is too 

late.  And none of that addresses what might be coming at you from your left or right (peripheral vision).   

Take this one step further.  Last night there was a Presidential debate.  We are currently living with the reality of 

COVID 19. This country is going through a major upheaval over issues of race, gender, and other issues as well.  

In all of these issues, there are very many who have very different views.  Even when we agree in principal, we 

often disagree in specifics, or application.  Accusations fly back and forth between ideological opponents.  People 

on all sides smear who and what they fear and disagree with. People ask rhetorically, incredulously, “How can 

you think that way … vote that way … believe that way…?”  I think that a lot could be explained, or better 

understood, about each other’s beliefs and ideals, if we could better see and understand HOW we are seeing, 

and how our “opponent” is seeing.  In the end, we may still disagree over a policy, or an issue. But if we could 

be clear about the lenses that we look through, and then understand from those that differ from us what lenses 

THEY are looking through, rather than simply assuming and assigning them from our perspective, we might 

begin to have the basis for real, substantive conversation.  To have our vision “corrected” so that we have a clear 

perspective, near and far, and side to side, to be able to see as others see, and for them to be able to see as we 

see doesn’t “solve” everything. But maybe, I think, it can give us the foundation for a fresh, honest, new 

beginning.  And that is so desperately needed in so many areas today.   

“The eye is the lamp of the body.  If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light.”  Matthew 6:22 

(NIV) 

Time for a checkup? 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This week in worship, we have another confrontation between Jesus and the religious leaders.  This time, they 

are asking him about the greatest commandment.  You might recognize it.  Read, Matthew 22:34-46.  Spend 

some time, considering what this means to you?  What are you called to do?  Then, get ready for an inspired 

time of worship.  This Sunday will be our first, fourth Sunday of the month, Gospel Sunday.  Isn’t every Sunday 

a gospel Sunday?  Yes.  But this one will be a special Sunday of Gospel music.  Can’t wait to “see” you all in 

person or on-line.  Until then, be blessed. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

THE COUNTRY STORE HOSTS PORK BBQ BENEFIT FOR MT. HOPE 

PREORDER BY THIS SUNDAY 

As part of The Country Store’s 42nd year ANNIVERSARY SALE, the store will host a fundraiser for Mt. Hope 

Nazarene Retirement Community on Saturday, October 31. This pork BBQ benefit for Mt. Hope will be part of 

the store festivities and special discounts on a variety of items offered during the Country Store’s anniversary 

sale.  The community and customers will be invited to drive through and purchase a meal via curbside pickup 

between 10:00 AM and 1:00 PM.  The per meal cost is $10.00 and includes slow roasted pulled pork, sauce, 

roll, chips, applesauce, and cookies.  Preorders will be taken, and meals will be saved under the name 

provided when ordered.  Extra meals will be available while supplies last.  All payments may be made when 

picking up the meals on Saturday, October 31 at The Country Store on 3140 Mount Joy Road, Mount Joy. 
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The public is invited, and proceeds will go toward supporting Mt. Hope NRC Coronavirus Assistance Fund.  To 

preorder, call Kris Wilson at 717-682-8026 or email advancement@mthopenazarene.org by Sunday, 

October, 25.  Due to coronavirus restrictions, those serving meals will follow CDC guidelines.  No handling of 

money will occur on the day of food pickup.  A drop box will be provided for customers to leave payment in the 

form of cash or of checks made payable to “Mt. Hope NRC”. 

WATCH OUR SERVICES ONLINE VIA FACEBOOK OR OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

Ruhl’s Church, 4810 Elizabethtown Rd., Manheim, PA 17545 – Ph. 717-665-3400 

Website: www.ruhlschurch.org 
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