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“Running Around in the Dark” 

Last Saturday, the Youth went on a trip to Cherry Crest. If you are not familiar, Cherry Crest is a working farm, 

where the owners have set up a fall farm festival so people can come and get a little country experience.  There 

are all kinds of activities; fun games to play, animals to see, tasty things you can buy to eat, and the main 

attraction – a corn maze. 

I had never been to Cherry Crest. I had never gone through a maze like that. It was quite an experience.  

Admittedly, I was somewhere between mild coma and pretty much all dead from the farm show, and this was 

several hours in an allergy rich environment, so that colored my experience. We walked into the maze a little 

after 7 PM.  It was dark. There was a pretty good moon, but the corn was seriously like 10 feet tall, so it was 

dark. The idea is to work your way through the maze, collecting puzzle pieces that you might come upon by 

means of clues and by random, assemble them to make a map and then find your way out of the maze.  We 

were working in groups.  Well, I won’t mention any names, but …  Let’s just say I got “separated” from the group 

very quickly. Instead of a group that had experienced maze runners, it was Bonnie and I by ourselves. Tired, in 

the dark, people rushing by in all directions, flashing, bobbing lights all around and in the face, uneven ground 

that you didn’t really expect, allergy medication coursing through my veins; when we accidentally stumbled on 

the exit to the maze, Bonnie wisely and mercifully led us out.  A soda and a bench helped the world stop spinning.   

Don’t get me wrong, I will go back and try again next year I suppose, better prepared. But this experience 

definitely left me feeling more than a little unsettled. It does make one think. How many people are going through 

life like they are going through a maze?  They are wandering around, options in front of them that they really 

have no way to discern between. They vaguely know that there is a goal that they are trying to reach, but they 

really have no idea how to get there. They feel totally unequipped. They feel like they have been abandoned by 

anyone who might help them.  They feel disoriented, and just want out. I can’t give you figures, but I suspect that 

on any given day, more people than you would expect are putting on a happy face as a mask.  More people than 

would like to admit it are just going through the motions.   

While we all might have a bad day, even a bad spell, I hope that is not you. You see, if life is a maze in some 

sense, we do have a guide.  We do have a map.  Not one that we must find and assemble.  We have a map that 

is already assembled; God’s word.  We have a guide that never abandons; the Holy Spirit. The “trick” if you will, 

is to use the map and to regularly consult, and listen to the guide.  You might still take a wrong turn now and 

then, maybe even feel lost from time to time. But stick with the map and the guide and there should be little doubt 

that you will reach the “goal” God has in mind for your life.  And, doing things God’s way, you will probably have 

some fun along the way.   

Grace & Peace,  

Pastor Blaine 
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This Week in Worship 

This Sunday we will be looking at Ephesians 4:7-13. Paul gives some teaching about spiritual gifts. We all have them. 

What is yours? Are you using yours to bless others? To build up the church? Take some time to read this text and 

consider. Then come out Sunday and let us join together to explore together and to worship together. Till then, be 

blessed. 

 

 


