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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Last Fruits” 

The weather forecast said that it could freeze overnight tonight.  Since I had a 

little time last evening, I went out to the garden and harvested what I could.  An 

almost red tomato, two large containers of green tomatoes.  We will set these 

out and see how many ripen up. There were about a dozen peppers.  Most of 

them were green, a few were starting to change colors.  As it was getting dark, 

I moved the buckets of potatoes into the garage to deal with in the light of day.  

Hopefully, I can get back out there and check a few more things.  It looked like 

there might be an eggplant and some jalapeno peppers yet. After a pretty 

successful gardening season, these are the last fruits.  Oh, sure, we can buy 

all of these kind of things in the grocery store, and in time we will have to.  But, 

this last harvest represents the last fruits from our own efforts with a garden.  

Growing up, learning lessons about gardening from my parents, there are a 

couple of principles at work here.  Number one, seeing things through. Number 

two, don’t waste anything if you can help it.  Number three, even though it took 

some work when I had other things to do, I’ll be glad for that last taste of 

homegrown freshness.   

When it comes to gardening, I have often heard from others, and I am guilty to 

some degree, that desire, ambition, and effort start off with a bang and slowly 

fade away with time.  After we have endured months of winter cold, and the 

darkness of a color pallet that has very little color, the promise and expectation 

of spring can really stir a desire to see things grow and thrive.  Many people 

start off with grand plans as spring takes off and turns to summer.  We revel in 

first fruits; first lettuce, and strawberries, and zucchini, and squash, and 

tomatoes, and cucumbers and on and on and on.  But as the season wears on, 

as we get a taste, and the weather turns hot, and dry, and there are other things 

to attend to, interest can wane.  It is a natural cycle.  It is an understandable 

cycle.  It can be a bit of a sad cycle.   

Sadly, we can see this same cycle in other settings. I notice this cycle especially 

in ministry, in discipleship.  Maybe you have seen it too, even if you didn’t really 

consider what it was that you were seeing.  A person, or a group, gets really 

excited about an idea, a program, a ministry. They pour in time and effort, 

gathering resources, putting something together, launching something new.  

For a while, things are great.  We have a lot of interest.  We check on it, tend to 

it, very regularly. And sure enough, in time, there are results to show.  

Something positive happened. Like we expected. Sometimes exceeding our 
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expectations.  But, over time, the thing that was started still has a lot of life left and should get more attention, 

but we are moving on to other things are calling for our attention, competing for our time. Too often, we don’t 

see things through well.  Too often we might not even see them through completely at all.  We miss things along 

the way.  We miss those last fruits.  Opportunities are lost or forgotten.   

It is one thing, when what gets forgotten is a few tomatoes, or the inevitable squash that turns into a giant gooey 

mess.  But when what gets forgotten is a promise made for a hurting person, an opportunity at relationship that 

can give comfort, hope, or point to a deeper understanding and connection with God; well the consequences 

can be far more devastating and lasting.  

Scripture is clear, we are to reach out to others, to share the good news, to help those in need.  And very many 

will work at these things.  Let us remember too, “Let us not grow weary in doing good, for at the proper time we 

will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”  Galatians 6:9 And, then there is Jesus, in Luke 9, “No one who puts a 

hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the Kingdom of God.”  (verse 62) The idea here, keep at it, 

finish well, finish strong.  Enjoy the first fruits, and what comes after that, all the way till those last fruits.  Don’t 

miss out; for yourself, and for the sake of others. 

God Bless You and Keep You.  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This week in worship, we will be looking at Matthew 22:15-22.  This is the passage where Jesus is asked about 

paying taxes.  It is one that encourages us to consider how it is that we live as people of faith in a world that does 

not recognize, or care about that faith.  An important idea to explore.  It literally affects every day of our lives.  

Hope to “see” you Sunday, either in person at 8:00 AM or 10:30 AM, or online at the same times.  Until then, be 

blessed. 
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