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“Get Your Order Right!” 

This week the Manheim Farm Show is going on.  The Youth have their Sub Stand going.  It has been a good 

week.  THANK YOU to everyone who has been helping!  It is quite an effort.  Physically, some of us are feeling 

it.  (When did I get to be so old?  Or, when did I become such a wimp?)  Anyway, while we don’t get a paycheck 

from time in the stand, there are lots of laughs and smiles.  It is a good time of fellowship, for something that we 

believe in. When you spend hours in one place, you can’t help but notice some things. One of the things that I 

have seen over and over is that people often have problems following directions.   

At the Sub Stand, we sell New York Italian style subs. It is an Italian Sub, on a grilled roll. An Italian Sub has 

several ingredients. You start with the roll. Then, there is ham, salami, bologna, cheese, mayonnaise, lettuce, 

tomato, onions, hot peppers, and dressing. To simplify things, we have an ordering system. We assume that you 

want everything on your sub – you tell us if there is anything that you do not want. There is a sign that describes 

the sub and says, “tell us what you don’t want on your sub.”  Easy enough right?  This way, there is less 

confusion.  Or, there should be.  The thing is, as I have watched countless orders, people often come up to the 

window and say, “I want …” and start to list what they want and what they don’t want.  Sometimes it seems that 

you can see the wheels turning. Did they cover everything?  Especially if they are ordering multiple subs.  It gets 

confusing. So then, we must check to be sure about every ingredient. Did they forget something? Did we 

understand? You ask, “Did you want …?” And they say, “Oh yes please!”  It can be confusing. We want to be 

sure so that we have a happy customer. We appreciate EVERY customer and want them to come back. Every 

order is important, that is why we do what we do, the way that we do it; to be clear. We in the stand, and the 

customer are both trying to get to the same place, a sub that is just right for them.   

It makes me think.  Our Lord, Jesus, has something that is offered to all, something that very many people really 

want; forgiveness of sins, a new life, life everlasting. Jesus is offering it to all.  Anyone can have it. Here is the 

thing.  If you would have the forgiveness that Jesus offers, the new life, the everlasting life, you can only have it 

the way that Jesus offers. You can’t “claim” these things in some other way.  Sadly, many people do try to “have 

it their way.” They claim the gifts of Jesus for themselves, but they live, and do, as they will, not as Jesus would 

have them. If that is the case, they may think that they are recipients of all that Jesus has to offer, but in the end, 

they will come to know that they didn’t really receive these things.   

Bottom line, if you get confused about ordering a sub, we will smile and go through it with you and do all we can 

to make sure you get what you want, no matter if you tell us the way that our “system” is set up or not.  If you 

want what Jesus is offering, there is only one way. God’s way. Trust me on this. God’s way isn’t just the only 

way. It is the best way. Trust God. Do it His way. You really will get what you want. 

Grace & Peace,  

Pastor Blaine 
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This Week in Worship 

This week in worship we are looking at Ephesians 4:4-6. There is one God. One Savior. One faith. Etc. How 

comfortable are you with “all your eggs in one basket?” Faith isn’t the place where you can diversify. Read over the 

text and take some time to sit with it. What is God saying to you? Also - don’t forget this Sunday during Sunday school 

the mission team will be sharing about their work this past summer. Hope to see you for a great day of worship and 

fellowship. Till Sunday, be blessed. 

 

 

 


