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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“I Look To The Hills” 

As I sit here, trying to write, I confess, there is a part of me, a big part, that feels 

pretty numb.  The world I live in, the world you live in, has been turned upside 

down and turned inside out for a long time.  We can trace back ten months to 

the major outbreak of COVID 19 in the U.S.  But, really, the roots of what I, and 

many others feel, are much deeper; they go back much further.  Add to that, 

personal struggles that we all have and there are many people who may look 

okay on the outside, but inside, they are very fragile.  And too, many are 

obviously stressed.  Now, add to that what we have witnessed take place in 

Washington D.C. on Wednesday, and you have the full picture that I am 

considering.   

To say that events that occurred in Washington on Wednesday were 

deplorable is an understatement.  No matter what our personal political ideas, 

hopefully, we would all agree that while protest is a legitimate expression of 

ideas, it should be done peacefully.  Destruction of property, violence, loss of 

life, have no place and should grieve our hearts.   

With all that is before us, what can we do?  Where do we turn?   

When we moved to Ruhl’s Church three and a half years ago, one of the things 

that immediately captured my heart, was the view from the back of the 

parsonage, looking out over rolling hills of fields, and stands of trees fading 

away to tree covered hills.  It reminds me of the verse from Psalm 121:1-2 “I 

lift up my eyes to the hills- from where will my help come?  My help comes from 

the LORD, who made heaven and earth.” 

Well, today, when I was in the kitchen, making breakfast, it was hard not to 

notice, the farmer behind us was out with his big tractor and manure spreader 

… spreading.  It just seemed so appropriate for how so many feel.  Is there 

ANY comfort that we can find?  It just seems like everything is in shambles, or 

worse.  Here is the thing.  The Psalmist looks to the hills.  He “lift(s) up my eyes 

to the hills.”  But the help doesn’t come from the hills. The “help comes from 

the LORD, who made heaven and earth.”  In other words, as big as the 

problems we face seem, God is bigger! 

That doesn’t change that wrong is wrong. Sin is still sin. Brokenness is still 

brokenness. We should stand up for what is right and righteous. But let us 

beware we do not become like the Pharisees that Jesus contended against. 
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They had a tendency to only see the sin in others. On one occasion, Jesus noted that they were like white-

washed tombs – they looked good on the outside, but inside were dead.  We should call out what is wrong, 

according to God’s word – but make sure that we call out all that is wrong.  Even what might be wrong in us.  

Understand that a life that is completely aligned with God, will in some way, put us at odds with the world we live 

in.  We will never really fit, until Christ comes again.  Let us, each and every one of us, do all that we can to 

make the Kingdom of Heaven more evident here on earth, as far as our influence can.  And let us not grow weary 

in doing good for all.  But understand that our real hope isn’t that the world will be completely righted by our 

efforts. Our hope is in God, and in His Son, Jesus, the one who came to save us from ourselves. I don’t write 

this to “let anyone off the hook,” so to speak; but rather to ground us.  Because while there IS a light, whose 

name is Jesus, there are very many who do not have eyes to see. And so we live in a world full of sin which we 

should resist.  But we do not do so on our own.  We have a Savior. The world has a Savior. And that is our hope, 

when days seem dark, when the tunnel seems like it will never end. Pray for your heart in the midst of all that 

we are living through. Pray for your neighbors. Pray for your community. Pray for this country. Pray for those in 

leadership – those that you agree with – and those you don’t. Pray for wisdom, and understanding, and 

discernment, and peace, and compassion. Pray for justice. Pray for God’s will to reign over-all.  Pray that God 

works in you, and through you.  May God have mercy, and bring us, and hold us together.   

Grace, Mercy and Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

Christmas has come to an end.  Sunday will be “Baptism of the Lord” Sunday.  Our gospel lesson will be from 

Mark, remembering Jesus baptism.  We will talk about this through the lens of Acts 19:1-7.  This Sunday, we will 

be able to gather in person.  Please remember, if you choose to come, rather than join in online – everyone 

must wear a mask at all times in the building.  Also, give a little thought to who you know who might not get 

this notice because they don’t have internet.  Please check in with them to help spread the word. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
Barb Reedy’s 60th birthday is Sunday! She still can't have visitors, but gifts/cards can be  dropped off or 
mailed!  Her address is: 
Barbara Reedy 
2901 Harrisburg Pike  
Landisville, PA 17538 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ZOOM LINK 

Blaine Wenger is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Sunday School January 10 

Time: Jan 8, 2021 09:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85029397999?pwd=cHRHb2NrcDlBanhJRXVYV3Z2cXk2dz09  

Meeting ID: 850 2939 7999 

Passcode: 978694 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85029397999?pwd=cHRHb2NrcDlBanhJRXVYV3Z2cXk2dz09
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One tap mobile 

+16465588656,,85029397999#,,,,*978694# US (New York) 

+13017158592,,85029397999#,,,,*978694# US (Washington D.C) 

Dial by your location 

        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

Meeting ID: 850 2939 7999 

Passcode: 978694 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kelo4cxsK 

 

 

 


