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 “Fall Flowers” 

Many of you know that I like to do a little gardening.  There is this part of me that needs to have a little connection 

to soil. It is probably at least in part because my Grandparents had a dairy farm. Growing up, we spent many 

hours helping out.  At home, we did quite a bit of gardening as well. There is definitely something in my blood.  

But I have a confession to make. When spring rolls around and the “plant something” juices start to really get 

pumping, I don’t care to plant things for fall. When I am planting, I want to be able to pretty quickly see some 

flowers or see that some vegetable is starting to form. And, I want them to last for quite a while.   

But here we are, summer is ending, fall is beginning. Flowers that I planted back in the spring are dying down, 

or at least have stopped flowering and just sit there green. Most of the garden has died away, plants worn out.  

Now, I am happy to see those chrysanthemums that just sat there, green blobs for so many months; because 

NOW, they are an explosion of color. In fact, I will brag a little. Back in the spring, I moved some of those plants 

around to different locations. This summer they got better sun and rain and now they are double the size that 

they were last year, or more. So, now, I am feeling pretty good about these plants that aren’t necessarily my 

favorites, or that I don’t give as much thought to as others.  Now, they are the focal points around the house and 

grounds. It wouldn’t be that way if I hadn’t spent a little time much earlier, and let them be, trusting for this day. 

There is a lesson for us here spiritually. Do you want to grow in your faith? Do you want to grow in your knowledge 

and understanding of who God is, of God’s love, of all things related to faith? Many will say, “Yes.”  And many 

will do something; they will pick away at it. But many that I have talked to over the years (and often myself) have 

an approach that is very present moment oriented. Our expectation is that if we do something, there should be 

something to show for it. We want to do things that are going to have an immediate impact. Or at least we want 

to see results very soon for our efforts. Sometimes, when we read God’s word, or participate in a worship service, 

or take a long, prayerful walk, we are rewarded with immediate results. We “feel” connected. Or, we receive 

some kind of insight, answer, or assurance.  But often it is not the case that we get something out of our efforts 

right away.  How many times have I heard someone talk about how they didn’t get anything out of a worship 

service, or sermon, or Bible study, or prayer?  Lots and lots.   

What we need to understand, and embrace, is that growing spiritually, is a lot like growing things in a garden.  

There will be things that happen relatively quickly, but for the biggest impact, for the full effect, it will take time.  

Often what we are doing today, will only be realized fully, or maybe even at all, much later. Or put it another way. 

If you could really see and understand the whole big picture, you might see that the “aha!” moment today, the 

assurance you get today, the peace you receive today, had its beginning in seeds that were planted, and 

nurtured, some time ago. Or put it another way. If things seem dry today, stick with it. It is very possible that what 

seems “dry” to you today, is really “watering” or spiritual preparation for some tomorrow that you don’t know 

about yet. Think of your spiritual life as a grand garden over time. At any given time, there will be spots that are 
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blooming, but there will also be spots that are dormant, or not fully mature, and even some that are dying off.  

See that there are complex systems and overlapping cycles. And don’t forget to smell the roses when they 

bloom; or whatever flower it might be, at the moment. It probably took more time and effort than you realize or 

remember for that to happen. Learn to enjoy what each new season brings. 

Grace & Peace,  

Pastor Blaine 

 

 

 

This Week in Worship 

This week in worship, Paul comes around to prayer again as he addresses the church in Ephesus. We will be 

looking at 3:14-21. I encourage you to read ahead. Ask yourself this question, “If you could ask anything of God 

directly, what would you ask for yourself? How about for others? Paul’s prayer isn’t what we might normally think 

of first, but what a powerful request it is. Read ahead. Pray ahead. And then come ready for some great worship 

and fellowship. Till Sunday, be blessed. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 


