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“Out of Context” 

Many reading this column know that I was away last week for my fall retreat. I try to take a few days fall and 

spring for a time of spiritual renewal; a few days of solitude, praying, reading, reflecting. I was blessed to have 

that time away in Avalon, New Jersey. Quiet time on a beach really centers me. One of the things that I like 

about Avalon is that there is a boardwalk that is almost completely boardwalk. The boardwalk at Avalon is about 

a half a mile long.  At the one end, there is a spot where people can come in for the day where there is parking, 

a playground, a public restroom, an arcade and three little restaurants in a total of three buildings. It is pretty 

compact. So, walking on the boardwalk early and late especially, there are few people. You can walk with the 

beach to your side and very little distraction.  Just what someone who is not in great shape physically, and who 

has a spiritual agenda on the mind appreciates.   

Wednesday morning, I was out walking, about 7 AM. I came around a little bend in the boardwalk, approaching 

the “public” area and saw something unexpected. There was a charter bus in the parking lot with its engine 

running.  (Not all that unusual.)  As I watched, five ladies filed off the bus.  Immediately, they stood out.  It was 

five Amish ladies.  They made their way over to the boardwalk as I was walking that way. Then, I noticed, here 

were two younger Amish girls running toward me on the boardwalk. They were out for a little jog, traditional 

dress, barefoot, running up the boardwalk. I went passed, to the end of the boardwalk and turned around.  

Heading back again, there was another group of Amish that had made their way off the bus. Two mothers 

pushing strollers with a little flock of children swirling around them. They all headed to the boardwalk.  I am sure 

that this group had come down for the day for a special outing. It was just so striking. 

When I walk on the boardwalk, I normally see people of all ages and backgrounds. You can see that some are 

fairly athletic; they look quite natural and comfortable in athletic clothes jogging easily. Some are like me; they 

are dressing the part, but you can tell that we are desperately trying to get back something that was lost a long 

time ago, or that we never had. Something is prompting us to try to get in better shape. Then there are the 

individuals or couples that are clearly just out for a stroll.  They are walking, but there is no sign of sweat.  They 

might be lost in thought with a cup of coffee, or it might be two people walking and talking. Young or old, male 

or female, all of these, look like they “belong.”  Not so with these Amish ladies and their children. They all looked 

very out of place, out of the normal context that we would associate them with; no trace of farm, or field, or 

anything agricultural.  Still, there they were, smiling, laughing, unapologetic, going about their day.  None of them 

looked shy, or hesitant.  They were who they were, where they were.   

And that is the thing for us to think about. Who are we, in the different places that we go?  I am sure that there 

are places that you feel perfectly at ease.  But too there are places you might have to go, or imagine going, 

where you are, or would be out of place.  Why is that?  Quite simply, because there are places that you feel like 

you fit in, and other places that you feel you don’t fit in. I want to challenge you to consider that there is a sense 
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in which we should see that no matter where we go, we don’t fit in.  If we are living out our faith fully, there is a 

degree to which we never fit in with the world, that we are out of context. The values and beliefs that define us 

as believers are simply at odds with values and beliefs in the world.  But that is no excuse to “stay home.”  We 

live in the world.  We work in the world.  We play in the world.  This is where we are.  We need to be fully here, 

as ourselves; fully.  What I mean by that, is that we shouldn’t hide who we are, no matter where we are, or who 

we are with.  Just as those Amish ladies left absolutely no doubt about who they were and didn’t seem to be the 

least bit bothered about it, neither should we.  If you claim to follow Jesus, you have been saved by Him; saved 

by grace through faith made possible through his death and resurrection.  Our lives are to be lived, joyfully, in 

submission or obedience to Him.  We shouldn’t feel ashamed, embarrassed, or even awkward about the one 

who has changed our life in the most remarkable way. Let us see each day as adventure and opportunity; and 

approach each day boldly and joyfully. Don’t let it bother you if others stare, or wonder, about that “strange” 

person who seems out of context. Really, this world and all that is in it belongs to God, even if others don’t 

understand it. Thank God you do. Live for God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

 

This Week in Worship 

Here it is, Friday again. I hope and pray that you have had a good week; a blessed week.  The reality is that we 

don’t always feel like we are blessed.  We struggle with many different things.  In the tough times, faith can, and 

hopefully does make a difference.  Sunday, we will be looking at Ephesians 2:14-18, considering how Jesus is 

our peace.  Whatever the struggle may be, faith should give us a firm foundation. Read this text ahead of time 

and let God speak to you personally. Then, come out Sunday and let us join together to hear from the Lord, to 

worship and praise, and this Sunday, to receive communion. God will be there. Will you?   

 


