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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Short to Long” 

Monday was a bit of a sad day. Monday was the first day in months, since 

somewhere back in early May, I think, that I wore a pair of jeans, instead of 

shorts for a normal day. I could have gotten by with shorts, but the weather was 

cool enough that jeans were comfortable. I guess that fall really is coming.  

Don’t get me wrong, I like wearing jeans, t-shirt, and a sweatshirt.  (My boys 

tease me because my sweatshirts are all zip up.  I hate pulling a hoodie over 

my head.  That’s a different story.)  Still, shorts are way more comfortable.  But, 

as I said, fall is coming.  In the morning, when I walk the dogs, there is a nip in 

the air.  At night, the sun is going down earlier and earlier and that “nip” gets a 

head start on the morning.  There is nothing for it, but to change a bit with the 

seasons.  I’m still me, no matter how many, or what type of layers I am wearing, 

but there are very real benefits to adapting to my surroundings.  

If you think about it, this is a very powerful image to consider personally, and 

for the church as a whole.  Personally, you probably find yourself in a lot of 

different situations and circumstances.  I know I do!  Different situations and 

circumstances often need to be met in different ways, sometimes in 

dramatically different ways.  You may normally dress in jeans and a t-shirt; but 

then comes a wedding and you find yourself in a suit.  Or, your daily attire might 

be a suit; but then comes vacation, and you lounge around all week at home in 

sweats, or at the beach wearing, a Hawaiian shirt and flip flops.  But always, no 

matter what the situation or circumstance that you find yourself in, the way you 

present yourself, the way that you are present with others and to the world, your 

behavior, shouldn’t change the essence of who you are and what you believe.  

Or, put it another way. No matter what the situation, or circumstance, the way 

that you act or react, shouldn’t cause people to question your basic character, 

who you are as a person.  Sometimes that is a tricky thing. Or, sometimes, in 

an effort to connect, or to fit in, we can cross lines that call in to question deeper 

things.   

Sometimes in an effort to simply connect with those who are there, or with 

others that we want to be there, a church can find itself acting in ways that are 

at odds with what we really believe, or at least are supposed to believe.  The 

desire to connect, for relationship, can be very strong. Still, it should not cause 

us to compromise who we are; it should not cause us to distort God’s Word.  

Note we should not distort ALL of God’s Word – not just hold up the parts that 

we really like and agree with.  We, as people of faith, need to be open to others.  
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To do that, we need to be open to change.  We need to understand that what is appropriate, or comfortable, or 

useful, or necessary in presenting God’s Word is NOT the same in every situation, and that is okay as long as 

we are not changing God’s Word.  The wrapper may change.  The method of delivery may change.  God’s Word 

does not change.  The world may change around us; God’s Word remains the same.   

What are you showing the world?  How are you relating?  Is it the best way?  And are you being true to who you 

are; to who you are in God’s eyes as you do what you do?  It all matters. 

“Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible.  

To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law 

(though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law.  To those not having the law I became 

like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those 

not having the law.  To the weak I became weak, to win the weak.  I have become all things to all people so that 

by all possible means I might save some.  I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.”  

1 Corinthians 9:19-23 (Paul writing.) 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This Week In Worship …  We will be AT THE GROVE!!  Both 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services will be held at the 

Grove.  We will be worshipping God in our sanctuary not made with human hands.  (Bring your lawn chair and 

your mask.)  Our message this Sunday is from Matthew 20:1-16.  This is the parable about the workers hired at 

different times.  It is a powerful parable that has much to say to us today.  Spend some time with this passage 

before Sunday, that God might begin to speak to you, and then come Sunday, we will share in it together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WATCH OUR SERVICES ONLINE VIA FACEBOOK OR OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

 

Ruhl’s Church, 4810 Elizabethtown Rd., Manheim, PA 17545 – Ph. 717-665-3400 

Website: www.ruhlschurch.org 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCixs22KP6jkwdmCXuwlfwMg
http://www.ruhlschurch.org/

