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This Week in Worship 

Here it is, Friday again.  I hope and pray that you have had a good week; a blessed week.  The reality is that we 

don’t always feel like we are blessed.  We struggle with many different things.  In the tough times, faith can, and 

hopefully does make a difference.  Sunday, we will be looking at Ephesians 2:14-18, considering how Jesus is 

our peace.  Whatever the struggle may be, faith should give us a firm foundation.  Read this text ahead of time 

and let God speak to you personally. Then, come out Sunday and let us join together to hear from the Lord, to 

worship and praise, and this Sunday, to receive communion. God will be there. Will you?   

 
 

Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 
 

“Thoughts and Prayers” 

Hurricane Dorian. 

The Shooting in Odessa, Texas this past Saturday. 

The dive boat fire off the California coast. 

Seemingly any given weekend in Chicago. 

Turn on the news any day and you are likely to be hit with another piece of bad news.  Almost every day it seems 

that there is a new tragedy or outrage. Innocent lives are senselessly lost, whether by violence at the hands of 

a person, or due to some natural disaster. When such things happen, the compassionate response is to want to 

do something to help those who are suffering; to lessen the pain. Many people by nature want to “fix” things; 

both the current situation, and, too, the circumstances so that something similar might not happen again.  Toward 

that end, our politicians often want to enact legislative measures. That is how they “fix” things. Of course, when 

anyone suggests a new law, or measure, it is usually met with skepticism or resistance because different people 

have different perspectives on what will actually help.   

When Christians encounter tragedy and turmoil, one faith-based, natural response is that we keep the people or 

the situation in our “thoughts and prayers.”  With the overwhelming number of situations that seem to endlessly 

arise today, or maybe because we are just more aware today, that phrase, “thoughts and prayers,” gets said a 

lot!  Increasingly, for some, and especially around particular issues, there is a growing intolerance for thoughts 

and prayers.  Many are skeptical, or even derisive about thoughts and prayers.  They say, “Thoughts and prayers 

are not enough.”  And, “We need to do something!”   

Could it be that both groups are right? We need to pray. And we need to do something. Though let me qualify a 

little bit; we need to do something else, too. Praying is doing something; but I do know this, whether the issue is 
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hurricane clean up, dealing with gun violence, immigration issues, or … lots of other things, that “something else” 

will not be quick, simple, or completely accepted.  While smarter minds than ours, or simply those who are in 

authority address today’s batch of issues, what are we left to do?  Here we are, back to “thoughts and prayers”.   

I would suggest that this is something that we as followers of Jesus Christ need to take very seriously. And, I 

think that at least in part, the reason that many are frustrated with “thoughts and prayers,” is because the church, 

as a whole, hasn’t been taking it seriously enough. We say we will pray, but honestly, how many times have you 

said that, or thought you should pray, but then never got around to it?  And then too, how many times have you 

said a prayer, and moved on?  We may have “prayed” and moved on, but people caught up in so many of these 

terrible situations haven’t moved on. Clean up and restoration after a hurricane takes from weeks, to months, to 

years.  Grieving and putting the broken pieces of life back together after something violent happens can take 

even longer, but often the pain is hidden inside and not obvious for all to see. If you have experienced an 

“ordinary loss,” meaning you have lost a loved one through illness or advanced years, you get a taste of how 

painful it can be to deal with the loss that comes from unexpected violence.  In Odessa, Texas, and so many 

other places, people are grieving the loss of loved ones, and they have questions on top of the normal loss, 

“Why?”  And so on.   

What do we need to do?  We need to pray and keep praying.  Take as example the persistent widow that Jesus 

describes.  She has an issue that she takes to the judge.  The judge eventually gives her what she wants because 

she persists in asking.  We need to persist in asking God on behalf of those who are suffering many different 

things.  We need to remember the words of Paul, “Pray unceasingly.”  Do I think that you will pray every second 

of every day?  No.  But we must hear that idea in scripture and apply it as fully as possible.  Pray and keep 

praying for those that are suffering.  Pray and keep praying for those who are hurting.  Pray and keep praying 

where there is injustice.  Pray and keep praying where there is need.   

Toward that end, I want to encourage each and every one reading this to start a prayer list if you don’t have it 

already. This is a specific prayer list; “intentions from the news”.  All you need is a piece of paper in your Bible, 

or with your other prayer things.  It can be a list you keep on your desk or hung up on the refrigerator.  Put it 

where you will see it and use it!  What goes on that list are items that you hear in the news.  Make it a running 

list.  If we would keep praying for people and situations, we need to remember them. Can you remember the 

items that were in the news last month, or two months ago?  How about six months ago?  You may have moved 

on, but the people who were dealing with tragic, desperate situations are probably still doing so to some degree.  

If they are still hurting, still healing, we should still be praying.   

The more people who pray, the more that we pray, the more that we continue to pray, the more we will see 

happen because of our prayers.  Maybe, if we stick at this, others will start to see it too; that whenever something 

does happen that touches the heart, the first thing all people will want will be “thoughts and prayers.” 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Baine 

 

 

 


