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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

Slow Transformation 

I haven’t written about the neighbors in a while.  If you will recall, back in the 

fall, they started building a new house.  Well, construction went on over the 

winter, till finally, about April, they moved in the new house.  Over the span of 

that time, a new house was built, as well as a new barn.  However, that was not 

the end.  For months, the old house stood at the bottom of the hill by the road.  

Plans were to tear it down when the new house was finished, and everyone 

was moved in and settled.  Additionally, there have been several large berms 

of dirt in different areas of the property.  Apparently, the plan was that once the 

old house was torn down, a lot of the soil would be spread around to finish 

grade the area.  Then, any that was left over would be trucked away.  Also, I 

know that there are plans to put up fence for the horses.  The house may have 

been finished, the neighbors moved in, but everything else was going at a very 

slow pace.  Until just recently.  Last week, equipment started stirring again, 

around the barn in particular.  Drain fields for downspouts, for water runoff were 

being put in.  Since then, in a little over a day, the old house has come down, 

the rubble cleaned up, and equipment is really spreading the excess soil 

around.  Lots of activity.  Still, even when this is done, there will be more work 

to do.  I know that they plan at least to put up fence and to establish a garden.  

Maybe there will be more.  As a neighbor, I’ve been curious, and a little anxious, 

mostly because the equipment working tends to stir up our dogs at least 

intermittently.  I’m sure that they are anxious for it all to be finished so that they 

can sit back and enjoy and establish some normal routines in a setting that is 

comfortable and pleasant to look at.  We have been watching work for about 10 

months.  I’m sure that there was a good deal of planning and preparation prior 

to that.  So many things take time, often more time than we think.  Or, till we 

live through it, the time seems longer than what we expected. 

For months now, we have been living with COVID 19.  For months we have 

been thinking about, and talking about, how it is that we can do different things.  

Of course, there are different opinions about everything.  For the last two or 

three months, there has been the additional factor of all the social unrest over 

racial and political issues.  Here too, there are many different opinions and 

ideas.  For all the time and attention that these issues are receiving, it seems 

in many ways that we are no closer to putting any of it behind us; to having any 

kind of closure.  I certainly don’t have the answers myself, just opinions that I 

won’t muddy the waters within this form.  What I do want to suggest, or say 

though, is that I do believe there will come a day when these issues are behind 
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us.  I do believe that there will come a time when we are looking back on COVID 19.  I do believe that we will, 

as a society, move beyond much of what divides us concerning race.  But just like building a new house, and 

settling in, and really finishing it up takes time, lots of time, and happens in bits and pieces, with intermittent 

pauses and periods of frantic activity; I believe that the resolution to much that is causing so much anxiety will 

be the same.  There are simply so many variables and moving pieces, it is impossible for me to see a simple 

straightforward trajectory to resolving these things.  I believe that the way will be long, sometimes hard, and often 

clouded.  That doesn’t mean that we don’t continue.  Just as the neighbors wouldn’t have considered quitting 

once they began; we shouldn’t consider quitting the work going on around us.  And, if you really haven’t gotten 

involved, maybe it is time to do so.  Don’t be intimidated because these are big “projects”, our God specializes 

in that! 

Proverbs 16:3 says, “Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and he will establish your plans.”  (Maybe you want 

to take a moment here, take out your Bible and read Psalm 37 to consider more.)  In Matthew 7:12, Jesus says, 

“Do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.”   

You may feel caught up in things that are infinitely bigger than you are.  Do not fear. God is over all.   

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This Sunday we will be looking at Matthew 16:21-28.  This follows what we just discussed last week, where Peter 

made an amazing confession of Jesus as the Messiah and received incredible affirmation.  In this section we 

see he understood some things but not all things.  Jesus takes the opportunity to talk about discipleship.  This is 

a particularly important passage and, hopefully, very important message for us all.  Hope to see you Sunday in 

person, or online.  Grace & Peace to you, Pastor Blaine. 
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