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Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 
 

“Looking Ahead” 
 

Many of you reading this know that we are about to take our oldest son, Ben, off to college for the first time.  I’m 

pretty sure that everyone will survive and likely even thrive. Others have been through this and lived to tell the 

tale.  Still, it seems a little surreal for us at this particular moment. For months now, there has been some kind 

of preparation going on.  Recently, the preparations have ramped up dramatically. The big day is almost here.  

Anticipating this for months now has given opportunity for much thought and reflection. I am sure that everything 

that I am feeling has been felt before and is quite normal.  But recently, this ongoing mental exercise has bumped 

into my daily devotional reading and has me thinking in a little different direction too. 

Some of you share the daily devotional reading with me, the “Ruhl’s Daily Devotional”, where we are reading 

through the Bible chronologically in a year.  For the past few weeks we have been reading about the decline of 

Israel and Judah.  There has been a lot of reading in various prophets that God sent to warn the people.  Reading 

through the prophets, there are two parallel messages that keep repeating. 1) The people are headed for 

punishment because they have abandoned God.  They are not worshipping as they ought.  They are not obeying 

God’s word.  God is going to allow them to be enslaved and carried away.  2) Even though they will be punished, 

and they deserve it, God will preserve a remnant that God will one day restore.  So, the people, if they are paying 

attention, are looking to the future for two different things to happen; one joyful, one sorrowful. 

But the wise person isn’t just looking to the future, aware of it; the wise person is preparing, or working toward it 

in whatever way would be appropriate. Except in Israel, it didn’t seem that there were too many wise people 

during this time period; they were living day by day for themselves. How about you? What are you looking forward 

to in the future? What are you preparing for? What are working toward? Is it joy, or sorrow? Really, Israel wouldn’t 

have had to prepare for a sorrowful future, it they had been faithful in the present. The same should be largely 

true for us as well; faithful living today can point to a joyful future. But even if we are on track today and we are 

growing in our faith, the wise person doesn’t just live in the moment, they are looking to the future as well.   

What is it that you feel God might be calling you to?  What is it that you would like to be working toward?  Would 

that something be pleasing to God? Take some time to think these things over. Remember, the God we serve, 

works off a very big picture. Jesus, our Lord and Savior, came with a purpose. He may have taken things one 

day at a time, and didn’t rush, but he clearly had something he was working toward. Made in God’s image, 

following and serving, working toward something, especially something that serves God and is a part of a bigger 

picture, is something we should seriously consider. If you are not sure what that is, pretty specifically, maybe it 

is time to schedule a meeting with God and listen. 

Grace & Peace, Pastor Blaine  



This Week in Worship 

This week, we will be talking about one of most positive things we can possibly discuss – heaven.  But, well, 

maybe not the way that you expect.  Read Ephesians 2:5b -7 and come out Sunday for some really uplifting 

music, warm fellowship, and time in God’s word.  (Note – AFTER the 10:30 AM worship, anyone who can spare 

a bit of time to help set up tables and things in the Fellowship Hall for next Saturday’s “God’s Clothing Closet” 

event would be greatly appreciated.) 

 


