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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger  
 

“Thank You!” 

A couple weeks ago, in our sermon series on the book of Ephesians, we looked at Ephesians 1:15-16 “Ever 

since I first heard of your strong faith in the LORD Jesus and your love for Christians everywhere, I have never 

stopped thanking God for you.  I pray for you constantly.”  In the spirit of those verses, I want to give thanks.  

Looking back over these last few weeks, there is so much to be thankful for, and so many people to thank. 

Thank you to the many, many volunteers that came together, working in the crazy heat and humidity to prepare 

for the Community Picnic.  Thanks for all who helped on the day of the picnic.  We had a small army of volunteers.  

And, God blessed us with a great day that Saturday.  We sold a lot of soup and had a lot of great conversations. 

Thank you to the speakers, the musicians, and those who helped before, during, and after Grove services.  

Personally, I felt a spirit of revival many times in the singing, the messages, and the fellowship.  God showed 

up.  It was a good week.   

Thank you – though it doesn’t seem enough to simply say it – thank you to the many, many volunteers that 

jumped in to help us share a great VBS with the children of the church and the community.  It was a bit of a rush, 

but the response of the church was amazing; people who have helped for years, and others jumping in for the 

first time.  VBS would not have happened, or happened the way that it did, with such great results without many 

people coming together. 

These are the big things that have happened, or the most noticeable things that have happened in the last few 

weeks, but that is certainly not all.  Thank you to the musicians and other servants who help with Sunday morning 

worship.  Thank you to all our dedicated Sunday School teachers.  Thank you to our amazing secretary in the 

office.  Thank you to those who clean and maintain our facilities.  There is a lot to maintain.  Thank you to those 

who care for the grounds of the church and the Grove.  Thank you to those who look after the church family; 

sending cards, calling, and visiting.  Thank you to those who care for administrative and financial issues.   

It can be easy to show up for something, worship, Bible study, an event, and not fully appreciate how much goes 

on, and goes into everything, behind the scenes.  We are blessed in so many ways; first of all, by our Lord, but 

then secondly, with the members of the body of Christ here at Ruhl’s.  We need to thank God for both!  We can, 

and should, each and everyone one of us, thank God every day for all kinds of things personally.  Let us be sure 

that list includes the church we are a part of and the many people who do so much to make it work. 

Thank you! 

Grace & Peace, Pastor Blaine 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This Week in Worship 

This week in worship we get back to the book of Ephesians after an awesome Sunday where we celebrated 

VBS!  We will be looking at the beginning of Ephesians chapter 2, specifically verses 1 to the first part of 5.  The 

issue in the text is that of our “old life” and how it is that it all changes.  A very appropriate topic for any Sunday, 

but especially for this Sunday as we will be celebrating confirmation for a number of youth; some in each 

service.  It will be a very special Sunday.  Hope you can join us.  Till then, read ahead, and be blessed. 

 

 


