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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Hurry Up And Wait” 

For the past several weeks, really since the spring semester ended, we have 

been waiting here at the Wenger’s to hear how Lafayette would handle the fall 

semester.  For a while, it seemed a bit hopeful.  Ben kept getting emails with 

details about the semester.  He even got a move-in date.  Then, yesterday, the 

fateful email came; Lafayette will not go back in person.  Classes for the fall will 

be online.  He is not the only one. Certainly, there will be even more colleges 

and college students that end up down this road in time. 

Then, too, we have been waiting about the same amount of time to hear what 

Manheim Central will do about their classes.  It seems like there needs to be a 

decision soon.  There are some activities that are under way, with a good deal 

of restrictions, but will they be able to continue into the fall?  I’m not asking 

questions that many in our community haven’t been asking as well.  So many 

are full of many questions. 

School, church, work, sports, restaurants, movies; it seems that there are so 

many circumstances where we must hurry up and wait.  Hurry up and wait for 

life to get back to normal.  Or, at least hurry up and wait for life to move on from 

where we are now.  Who knows?  The good news might come at any time.  And 

then again, we might be stuck this way for a very long time.  If only things would 

hurry up; until then, we wait. 

That begs a question.  If “life,” or some significant portion of it seems like it is 

on “hold” right now, what are you doing while you pass the time?  Or, maybe 

what I mean is “how” are you spending your time?  Do you find yourself 

“hurrying” really in place?  You might not be getting anywhere, but you feel out 

of breath and anxious.  Or, are you waiting; resigned to the situation?   

What we need to understand is life isn’t what happens when things do return to 

whatever will eventually pass for “normal.”  Life is what happens each and every 

day, every moment of every day, no matter what else is going on.  We can look 

forward to things to come; and even hope that some of those things will look 

familiar.  Meanwhile, we cannot stop living.  What matters, as we look to the 

future, is how we wait. 

I confess, it is easy to get caught up in layers and layers of speculation and 

wishing.  I do it to sometimes.  What helps me to rise above is to remember the 

bigger picture.  I may not know when we will be able to worship without masks, 
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or to pass the peace with a handshake or a hug.  I don’t know when we will be able to walk into a store, or go to 

the movies, or eat at a restaurant, or attend an event without worrying about how far apart people are.  I don’t 

know when schools for all ages will be able to do all that they wish without a care.  But, I do know that all of these 

concerns, and any others you might have right now that seem equally uncertain, are but fleeting shadows next 

to the light that is Jesus and all that Jesus stands for and represents. 

I am reminded of Jeremiah 40:31 “But those who wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; They shall mount 

up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint.” 

The NIV2011 begins this way, “But those who hope in the LORD…” 

The New Living Translation states it as, “But those who trust in the LORD…” 

In uncertain times, is there any better way that we can spend our time living through the uncertainty, than by 

trusting, hoping, waiting on the LORD?  It may not speed things up.  But it sure helps to pass the time.  No need 

to hurry.  Just wait on the LORD.  His timing is perfect. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

 

WATCH OUR SERVICES ONLINE VIA FACEBOOK OR OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCixs22KP6jkwdmCXuwlfwMg

