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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Dedication” 

For the past few days, many people have been focused on the spectacle of the 

Summer Olympics.  Every four years, the countries of the world come together 

to compete in all kinds of summer sport. And, on another four-year cycle, 

staggered two years from the Summer Olympics, we have countries coming 

together for the Winter Olympics.  Right now, the focus is on Tokyo, Japan for 

the Summer Olympics. Of course, things are a bit different this time around 

due to COVID 19.  Still, it is quite a spectacle. 

At these Olympics, there are 206 countries represented. There are 11,091 

athletes, and quite a few coaches and trainers to support them.  These athletes 

are competing in 41 different sports ranging from Track and Field, to 

Swimming, Gymnastics, Softball, Basketball, Volleyball, Fencing, Weightlifting 

and Martial Arts: even Badminton!  The range of sports is amazing.  Between 

these sports, gold, silver, and bronze medals are given in 339 separate events. 

I can’t imagine how an athlete feels to take home a medal.  Not everyone wins 

a medal.  There are countries that have never won a gold medal.  There are 

countries that have never won any medal.  Those individuals that do win, are 

usually very gifted athletes for the sport and the event that they compete in. 

They must be in top condition. They need to have a great performance at the 

right time.  And sometimes, it seems a bit of luck.  Winning any medal, let alone 

gold, is no accident. These athletes, whether competing individually, or as 

teams, have poured their time and effort, their lives, into their sport, into their 

event – just to be there.  Sometimes we get special interest stories about the 

training that has gone into an athlete competing in the Olympics.  When we do, 

we frequently hear stories of years of intense training and sacrifice.  Very many 

of these athletes have dedicated themselves to their goal.  Life after the 

Olympics may be connected to their sport, or it may be completely different, 

but to reach the goal – to compete – to have an opportunity to win, it takes 

extreme dedication.   

All of this raises a question for me; a question that I want to pose to you.  What 

is it that YOU are dedicated to?  What is there in your life, that you really work 

at, that you will even sacrifice for?  The sad truth, I think, is that very many 

have nothing that they are really dedicated to; not intentionally.  The default 
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answer then becomes that they are in effect, dedicated to themselves.  That is what they give their time and 

energy to, and probably not in a very thoughtful way.  Life is day to day, with no significant goals or ideas in 

mind.   

As a believer in Jesus Christ, I should say as a follower of Jesus Christ, our lives are supposed to be dedicated 

to Him!  The life that we have, is because of Jesus.  The life that we are promised, is because of Jesus.  Here 

and now, we are to live for him.  How dedicated are you?  The serious athlete gives thought to everything that 

he or she eats or drinks, to patterns of sleep, to how they will train, to how they will practice; knowing that 

everything has an impact of what they want to be able to do.  Have you given thought to the way that your habits 

and practices build up your faith, and help you put it in practice?  No, we are not competing for Gold, Silver, or 

Bronze, but living out our faith, glorifying God with our lives, is infinitely, and eternally more important than any 

sport that man ever devised.  So, first off, decide that you will not be spectator when it comes to faith.  Then, 

let’s get to work on being the absolute best follower of Jesus that can possibly be.  Dedicated – completely – to 

Jesus. 

Grace, Mercy, and Peace, 

Pastor Blaine R. Wenger 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

It is going to be a special one!  The message this week is going to be based on Ephesians 4:1-16, and I am 

excited for this message about “A Worthy Life.”  At the 8:00 service, we will be sharing in Holy Communion.  

(Next week, we will have communion at the 10:30 service.)  THEN – at 10:30, before we get to the message, we 

will be celebrating a great week of VBS on the Rocky Railway.  There will be songs and sharing to give a taste 

of what the week was like.  It should be a FUN time!  So – get ready and see you there! 

 

CORRECTION IN SUNDAY’S PRINTED BULLETIN 

Nora Geib has temporarily moved to Country Meadows in Hershey. All letters and correspondence should be 

sent to her home at 92 Naftzinger Rd, Annville, PA 17003 ….not addressed to County Meadows as listed in the 

printed bulletin for this Sunday. Her daughter will deliver the cards to her. Thank you! 

 

 


