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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 
“Oasis or Desert” 

Perhaps you have heard the phrase, “feast or famine” in relation to getting 

something.  You are shopping for Christmas, you go out with your list, 

sometimes it is feast or famine – you find all kinds of things or almost nothing.  

Maybe you are watching your favorite team play.  Feast or famine may refer to 

their ability to score, to achieve success.  The first half was feast, the second 

half was famine.  I’m sure that many are familiar.  This idea of extreme blessing 

or lack might be referenced in almost any area of life. 

Have you ever thought of it in terms of spirituality when it comes to faith?  Many 

believers seek to faithfully live lives that are pleasing to God. One of the greatest 

comforts that the believer can find is to feel really connected to God.  In order 

to experience that blessing, sometimes we go to some lengths. People take 

retreats, they chase after experiences, looking for that mountaintop experience.  

And, praise God, sometimes we find ourselves in those peaceful places and 

God feels present with us in a special way.  Sometimes, too, there are those 

mountaintop experiences when God’s presence feels exhilarating and 

awesome.  These moments are like oasis for the soul, they refresh, they renew 

and replenish.  But, too, there are those moments when we feel barren and dry, 

we feel like we are in a spiritual desert.  We feel, well, either very little, or very 

bad.  It is understandable that we do what we can to have, and to hold on to, 

the oasis moments; and we do what we can to avoid, or to minimize the desert 

moments.   

Here is the thing, while there is nothing wrong with pursuing the oasis moments, 

the “spiritual feasts”, we shouldn’t be afraid of the desert moments.  We may 

not want to be stuck there, but we shouldn’t be fearful.  Why?  Well, God is 

there too.  We may be more attuned to the of sense God’s presence with us on 

the “mountaintops” or beside the still waters, but God is also present  in the dry 

and dusty times.  Maybe even more so.  To view one moment, or season, as 

more of an oasis experience, and another as more of a desert one, is more 

likely due to how WE are feeling, and being present; not what God is doing, or 

how God is present.  If you think about it, in the Bible God more often met his 

people, or was more obviously present with His people when they were in the 

desert, rather than on the mountaintop.  Yes, God was present with Moses on 

a mountain when he went to receive God’s law.  But God was also present with 

His people when they spent forty years in the wilderness. God the Father was 

with Jesus on the mount of transfiguration.  And, God was present with Jesus 

when he spent forty days fasting in the desert.  The mountaintops may have 
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been thrilling, but the desert moments were lasting.  And, again, God was in them both.  The one who is seeking 

God will find God on the mountaintop and in the desert.  They will grow, from the mountaintop or the oasis or the 

desert moments. 

Again, nothing wrong with pursuing the mountaintop, or the oasis, but keep your eyes and your heart open 

always; not just when you are on the mountain, or by the oasis.  You aren’t really living only when you reach the 

top or reach that perfect spot.  Real life, real connection with God, is 24/7, in all circumstances. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GROVE SERVICES SUNDAY NIGHTS, JULY 26 THRU AUGUST 23 - 7:00PM  
 

That’s right, it’s time for our Annual Grove Services. Instead of starting on a Sunday and meeting each night 
for a week, we will start on Sunday and then continue ON Sunday evening for the next five weeks, a total 
of six services same as usual.  
 

We will be meeting outside like we do when we have our September Grove Sunday instead of inside the Pavilion. 

The format of the service should look the same. Singing the “good old” songs and a special message. We hope 

that you will make the effort to attend as many as you are able. Come to the Grove, Sunday nights, starting at 7 

PM for a special time of worship. In the event of bad weather, services will be held in the sanctuary. 
 
 

SPEAKERS:  

Sunday, July 26 – Todd Saltzer  

Sunday, August 2 – Seth Achey   

Sunday, August 9 – Rev. Jim Price 

 
GOD’S CLOTHING CLOSET FOR 2020 

God’s Clothing Closet will be open to serve our community for the 20th time this August.  Monday, July 20, the 

Leadership Team approved a plan to make this happen, taking into account the restrictions and measures that 

we need to observe due to COVID 19.  Obviously, there will be some changes.  Here are most of the details. 

• We will begin setting up the gym on Saturday August 22 at 8:30 am 

• We will continue to set up and sort after church on Sunday Aug 23 after second service as needed.  
(We will wrap up any of this initial set up in time for the Grove service at 7 that night.) 

• We will need volunteer sorters to sort starting Monday morning and continue through the week.  Sorters 
should not have trouble staying 6’ apart.  We do ask those sorting to please wear masks.  Also, they 
should eat outside not inside. We will have hand sanitizer available for the volunteers to use coming and 
going. 
 

• We will welcome shoppers to arrive 
o Thursday Aug 27 from 4-8pm  
o Friday Aug 28 from 4-8pm 
o Saturday Aug 29 from 8am-12 noon 

 

• All shoppers will need to reserve a time slot (no exceptions) 

• We will advertise the following 
o Only 25 people per hour 

Sunday, August 16 – Rev. Tom Kinter  

Sunday, August 23 – Rev. Blaine Wenger  
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o Every person will need a slot (Children and friends need separate time slots) 
o The time slot will start on the hour  
o Shoppers will have 45 minutes to shop. 
o Shoppers must wear a mask at all times. 
o Shoppers will call in to reserve a time slot and stipulations will be reviewed.  (Contact 

person and number are being worked out) 
o Shoppers should arrive about 15 minutes before their time slot to check in.  They may wait 

in their car after checking in to allow distancing until their time slot. 
o We will likely be setting a bag limit per person on some of the most widely sought-after 

items such as infant and children’s clothes so that those with later appointments have 
some opportunity to get what they might need. 

 

Obviously, this is going to work quite differently than in years past.  We will need help to make it happen.  We 

will need help to set up Saturday and Sunday, as well as help throughout the week, during the day to sort and 

arrange the clothes.  There will be a sign-up sheet for volunteers to work shifts when we are receiving shoppers.  

We anticipate using five or six volunteers during the hours that we are “open for business.”  Volunteers will help 

to sign in guests, dispense hand sanitizer, tidy up the clothes between shoppers, touch up door handles and 

bathrooms in between shoppers, as well as helping shoppers with any special needs.    

To minimize risks as much as possible, there will be no food, no blood pressure checks, etc.  All the activity will 

be limited to the Fellowship Hall.  Clients will enter by the door closest the hall through the car port.  A temporary 

ramp is being built for clients to exit through one of the other Hall doorways so that there is a distinct “in” and 

“out.” 

Again, this is going to be different.  But, praise God, we feel good about the plan to serve our community in this 

special way.  Please pray for the effort, and as you are able, consider how you might give some time.  If you 

have specific questions, please contact Kris Gray at 717-475-0253                                                 

 

 

WATCH OUR SERVICES ONLINE VIA FACEBOOK OR OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

 


