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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Slow Leak” 

It started a few weeks ago.  I am driving along, and a warning light comes on 

in the car. I have a tire with low pressure. Ok. Swing by the gas station, give it 

some air. On my way. Well, a couple weeks later, the same thing happens.  

Low pressure.  Left front tire.  Back to the gas station.  So, then, for the next 

couple weeks, I kept repeating this; not wanting to take the time to really deal 

with it. Until Monday. Monday, I finally scheduled an appointment at the garage 

to check it out.   

I pulled in. The mechanic came out, jacked up the car, and had the tire off in 

no time. He spun the tire around a few times, and in no time at all spotted a 

small screw that had gotten stuck in the tire. The head of the screw had been 

flattened over those last few weeks creating this slow leak. Close scrutiny of 

the wheel well showed that this was probably a small, self-taping screw that 

was meant to hold a piece of the inner wheel well to the outer bumper. So then, 

he placed the tire on the special rack he uses to separate the tire from the 

wheel well and had it apart in no time. Next, he patched it up and put it all back 

together, got the tire back on the car, and off I went.  I had been putting that off 

for weeks.  He had it fixed in less than thirty minutes.  Since then, no more “low 

tire pressure” alerts.  A weird thing that really struck me; the tire looked the 

same, before and after.  

And then this. How many people are out there, “driving around” with a slow 

leak, spiritually?  Anyone who looks at them would think that everything is fine.  

But the internal sensors say that there is something amiss. How many know 

that they have an issue, but won’t do any more than keep treating it with a quick 

fix?  How many, for whatever reason, are unwilling to do anything about it?  

And worst of all, how many are really sabotaging themselves?  (Like the screw 

that came off my car, to puncture my tire.)   

Don’t get me wrong, I am not of the opinion that very many, if any, truly “have 

it all together.”  But it is sad when we don’t at least pay attention.  Saddest of 

all, when we really are doing it to ourselves.  Any athlete who is serious, knows 

that they need to be mindful and consistent if they want to be successful. You 

don’t train, pushing your body to the limit, and then fuel it with junk.  The one 
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who would achieve in any area, must commit.  If we would “win the race” spiritually, we need to be committed to 

growing spiritually.  Often, when we resolve to work on our faith, we think about what we will do, so that we might 

grow.  How will we spend time with God?  How will we spend time in God’s word?  How will we practice our 

faith?  Not many think about what they are doing – that might be getting in the way.  Healthy habits are good, 

necessary in fact.  But just as important is eliminating bad habits.  Leaving a slow leak, in you, will at best be a 

regular bother.  At worst, it will undue all the good you are trying to do and leave you stuck. 

Socrates is quoted as saying, “The unexamined life is not worth living.”  I wouldn’t go that far.  Instead, maybe 

spend some time with Psalm 139, a Psalm of David.  He is crying out to God about all that he (David) is.  He 

ends, verse 23-24, “Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  See if there 

is any offensive way in me and lead me in the way everlasting.”  If we would be truly close to God, it requires 

honesty; and that we not hold on to the things that get in the way.  What can you change, about you, today, that 

will help you, be closer to Jesus? 

Grace, Mercy and Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This week we will be talking about prayer.  It is something that is so familiar, and yet, many struggle with.  What 

does Paul have to show us?   What can we learn?  The passage is Ephesians 3:14-21.  Take some time to read 

through this and reflect on what God is saying to you.  Then, join us for worship Sunday at 8 AM or 10:30 AM.  

And – don’t forget – this Sunday is the third Sunday for Grove services.  Come out to the Grove, at 7 PM, for a 

special time of worship, singing lots of “good old” hymns, and hear a message from Pastor Rob Timlin.  And 

afterwards – ice cream! 

 

 

 


