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A NOTE ABOUT WORSHIP 

Some may have heard on Wednesday that Governor Wolf put new restrictions 

in place for the entire state of Pennsylvania.  My words here, we are now in a 

“modified yellow.”  There are further restrictions for many businesses, and there 

are not to be gatherings of more than 250 people outdoors, and no more than 

25 people indoors.  Initially, we were making plans to provide a worship service 

online only as we did for those past 15 weeks. Some of you may have heard 

about that.  By Thursday morning, it became clear, from the Governor’s remarks 

that this is not necessary. Churches are exempt from the order. Meaning, we 

may meet indoors with more than 25 people. We still need to follow all the 

standing restrictions concerning social distancing and wearing masks.  So – we 

will have worship services at the church on Sunday morning as we have the 

last three weeks. And, we will also live stream those services for those who 

choose not to attend in person. We want people to feel as safe as possible.  If 

the Governor’s new order changes the way that you think regarding in-person 

worship, we understand, please make your best choice about attending and 

have peace of mind about it.   (NOTE – the new order does not change our 

plans for Grove services which will start this Sunday, July 19, at 7:00 PM.  See 

the full article in Monday’s newsletter for details.) 

 

“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Give It Another Try” 

Growing up, I did not like pesto.  Admittedly, I probably only tried it a time or 

two, and it was probably something that was “canned” in a cafeteria setting, not 

fresh.  Still, for years, I have had the mindset, I don’t like pesto.  When we 

moved in here at Ruhl’s, we received a welcome present of some homemade 

pesto.  I was skeptical.  But we received it.  And, in due time, we tried it out 

according to the suggestion of the person who gave us the pesto.  It was a 

revelation to me!  It was amazing.  (Thank you Eric and Ann.)  I’m not sure if I 

simply had lousy pesto before, or if I had simply become more mature in my 

tastes.  No matter, I was hooked!  So much so, that the second summer we 

were here, I planted basil with the purpose in mind of making Pesto as we had 

been given, putting it in the freezer and having it available regularly.  Well, that 

didn’t happen.  Schedule, rain, heat, distraction, etc.  We used some fresh basil 

in things, but never got the pesto made.  Last summer, we planted basil again.  

And again, schedule, rain, heat, etc.  Except, as the plants were dying off, I did 
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manage to harvest enough leaves and tried making a batch.  Honestly, I was a bit heavy on the garlic, but overall, 

success!  I had 6 or 8 little containers of pesto in the freezer that were like tiny treasures over the winter.  This 

summer, we planted basil again, and this time, I’ve paid attention, and made the necessary time.  To date, I 

harvested twice.  I made what is five batches according to my recipe.  There are 27 little containers in the freezer 

for later.  And, I hope to harvest and make more at least one more time.   

I share this because I see a parallel when it comes to faith.  Over the years, I have talked to many people who 

would like to grow in their faith, and who in fact might be taking some small steps in that direction.  Now, there 

is not a one size fits all program to follow, but there are several tried and true disciplines that may help a person 

to grow.  When I talk to people about some of these disciplines, often they seem a bit foreign, like pesto was to 

me compared to marinara sauce for my spaghetti growing up.  Or, the person I am speaking with may share how 

they tried something, but it didn’t really seem to have an impact – again like that time or two I tried pesto as a 

child but rejected it.  While not everyone has to really “like” a particular spiritual practice, or find it to be the most 

beneficial to them, what I would suggest, if one is serious about growing in their faith, they ought to honestly try 

different spiritual practices, even if there might have been past efforts, to see what blesses them now.  You’ve 

tried fasting before and it didn’t do much for you; try it again, you aren’t the same person today that you were 

five years ago.  You’ve dabbled with centering prayer in the past; try it again, things have changed since then.  

The idea of sacred silence, or spiritual retreat, or Lectio Divina seems totally foreign. Try it. You might like it.   

Just like there are many different types of foods, and indeed many different ways to prepare them, there are 

many different spiritual practices that one might employ to help you grow.  But, just like you can starve yourself, 

deprive yourself, or at the very least, eat so poorly despite the bounty that is so readily available to us that it 

affects your health; you can starve yourself, you can deprive yourself, you can “eat so poorly” when it comes to 

faith that there is no real health.  Don’t be afraid to try new things.  Be committed to giving sufficient time and 

effort.  Above all, just do it!  Do something intentional that might bless you today, and that might lay aside for 

days to come.  What practice might you begin, or begin again, to feed the heart?  

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

 Last week we looked at the Parable of the Farmer who went out to sow – or as some call it, the Parable of the 

Soils.  This week, we will continue in Matthew (chapter 13:24-30, 36-43) with another parable, the Parable of the 

Weeds.  If you are starting to feel like your garden is getting away from you – you might appreciate this one very 

much!  Or, maybe you don’t want to think about it.  But really, it isn’t about “weeds”, it is about something much 

more significant.  Take some time to read over the lesson and consider what God is saying to you.   

And – Please remember, for those that choose to gather together for worship while we are still dealing with the 

COVID virus, we ask everyone to wear a mask into and around the church.  The Sanctuary and Sunday School 

classes are set up so that we can be “together” and yet socially distant.  We appreciate everyone working 

together for the sake of everyone.  

God bless you all, and I hope to see as many as possible Sunday.  Grace & Peace, Pastor Blaine. 

 

 

WATCH OUR SERVICES ONLINE VIA FACEBOOK OR OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCixs22KP6jkwdmCXuwlfwMg

