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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“After Freedom” 

Last Saturday was the Fourth of July.  Normally, that day is marked by parades, 

parties, fireworks, and festivities. To be sure, there were some this year, but 

they were more subdued due to the Coronavirus.  Still, at the very least, I think 

most people noted that it WAS the Fourth of July, the day we celebrate freedom 

in our country.  Originally, that celebration of freedom was freedom from political 

rule by the English. Over time, that celebration has changed. Now, it is a 

celebration of the “birth” of our country, and freedom in general. 

Then came Sunday, and Monday, and so on. 

It struck me, there is a bit of a parallel with Easter.  Before Easter, there is quite 

a build-up.  Easter comes, and it is a celebration.  And then, Monday, Tuesday, 

and so on.  For so very many people, once Easter is over, they begin looking 

to the next thing. There is little consideration of what HAS happened.  Another 

way of saying that is that they note the day, but then, they go on like nothing 

special took place.  Life is not changed.  

If Easter IS all that we say it is, there is no way that we should live beyond 

Easter, unchanged.  Easter changes everything.  Our lives should reflect that. 

Shouldn’t we look at July Fourth in a similar way?  We are celebrating freedom!  

What are we doing WITH our freedom?  I suspect that many are doing very 

little.  In the time following the first Fourth of July, the founders and many others 

were engaged in quite a struggle. Initially, their freedom was not certain. They 

fought, and many sacrificed to realize that freedom, that it was more than just 

something that they said. Once their freedom WAS realized, they spent even 

more time shaping it. There was quite a bit of work to do, once they were free 

from England.  Not saying that they were perfect, or that they didn’t make some 

mistakes, but the general direction of their actions was to establish an order, to 

determine direction, ways and means that freedoms would be guaranteed and 

that people would live them out. There was thought to a much larger picture.  

How about today?  We have been living with these freedoms for centuries, but 

what are we doing to look to a greater common good?  And specifically, what 

are we as followers of Jesus Christ doing WITH our freedoms that would bless 

others and extend to them the freedom and blessing that we have?   
 

 RUHL’S CHURCH NEWSLETTER 

WEEKEND EDITION 

July 10, 2020 

Pastor Blaine’s Column 

This Week In Worship 

Flag Requests 

 
 

REMINDER 

CLICK HERE if you missed 

the Early Edition of the 

newsletter sent through 

email on Monday for 

information regarding: 

 

Sunday Worship 

Services at the Grove 

God’s Clothing Closet 

Reopening Guidelines 

Bus Tour Rescheduled 

MISSION NEWS: 

• Clare House 

• Nderitu’s 

• Megan Landis 

• Food Pantry 

• Align Life 

Help Is Available 

Prayer  Wall  

Praying Together 

Prayer Requests 

Finances 

IN THIS ISSUE 

 

https://ruhlschurch.org/whats-happening/newsletter


2 
 

The Fourth of July has come and gone, but what we celebrate on that day remains and should have some impact 

on how we live every day. This is where God has placed us.  What can we do, to help more people to experience 

true freedom, especially the freedom we have in Jesus Christ. 

“Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because 

if it prospers, you too will prosper.”  Jeremiah 29:7 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

We are blessed to be able to gather for worship again. Isn’t it remarkable how we now better understand just 

how precious that is?  Whether you can join us IN the church, or whether you connect via online worship, I hope 

that you will be present for worship this weekend.  We will be looking at a familiar passage in Matthew.  It is the 

Parable of the Sower. I would guess that many are familiar with this parable that Jesus told, but I would 

encourage you to read it over before worship and consider what God is saying to YOU, personally, about it.  The 

passage is Matthew 13:1-9, and then verses 18-23 when Jesus helps the disciples to understand it. Take some 

time, get ready, and hope to “see” you Sunday. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Indiantown Gap National Cemetery is requesting flag donations for their Avenue of Flags, a presentation of 

flags beginning at the main entrance and winding its way through the Cemetery. These are interment flags 

donated to the Cemetery in honor of a deceased veteran. If you would like to donate a flag, please pick up a 

flyer in the narthex and fill out the donation information. Bring the flag to the church office or give directly to Lloyd 

Ginder. He can be contacted at 717-665-3961. 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCixs22KP6jkwdmCXuwlfwMg

