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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Thankful” 

We live in confusing, bewildering times, it seems, for many reasons. 

Tomorrow, Saturday, is July 4; the “birthday” of our country. I can think of many 

July 4th celebrations and observations from years gone by. Family gatherings, 

picnics, fireworks and more.  No matter the specifics, it is a day that is supposed 

to celebrate America. As we would give thanks for an individual on their 

birthday, we have opportunity to give thanks for our country. Except that right 

now, there is so much strife and unrest, many might feel more unsettled than 

thankful. I would encourage you to give a little time to what it is that you are 

thankful for concerning our country. That does not mean that everything is as it 

ought to be. There is much that we as a nation can improve upon. Still, we 

should give God thanks for what is right and good.   

Honestly, what really got me thinking of giving thanks is another observance 

that happens in the beginning of July.  July 1st is the “anniversary”, if you will, 

of appointments in our Conference of the United Methodist Church.  Wednesday 

officially marked the end of three years of me serving Ruhl’s United Methodist 

Church and beginning year four.  Big picture, I am now entering my 25th year of 

ministry. That really seems surreal to me. But I have run the numbers several 

times and they work out. Four years serving Washington Boro UMC; three years 

serving Shoemakersville; eight years serving Coventryville; six years serving 

Lampeter; three so far here at Ruhl’s. That is a total of twenty-four years; so 

starting year twenty-five.  

As I reflect on all those years, there was uncertainty as a companion for 

seasons, or in particular circumstances. There have been doubts from time to 

time.  And, too, there has been a share of sadness and even failure here and 

there. There were times when things did not go as planned or hoped. There 

were sad goodbyes for various reasons. But if that were all there was, I would 

not be sitting here starting year twenty-five. More than anything, there have 

been joys and praises, things that I am thankful for.   

Looking back, I give thanks for a loving congregation that gave me space and 

grace to begin my ministry; to learn and to grow. I think about strangers who 

became friends. I remember many, many Vacation Bible Schools, Sunday 

School classes, Bible Studies and so many worship services. In all of these 

things were laughter, tears, and times of wonder and awe. I give God thanks for 

children born; for babies, children, youth, and adults who were baptized. 
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I remember with joy youth confirming their faith, and the church member who became a colleague, answering 

her own call to ministry. There have been so many answers to prayer, and maybe even a miracle or two along 

the way.  I think of all the ways that I, and my family, have been supported and provided for. I thank God for 

Bonnie, my partner in all of this, and for the support and understanding of Benjamin and Jonathan. Most of all, I 

thank God for my Savior, Jesus, who not only saved me, but called me to this.   

I pray that in all the “anniversaries” that you might take note of, whether they include very many lives, or if you 

are the only one that knows, that you are able to find reason to give God thanks. If any might come with their 

share of pain, sadness, even anger or upset, give that to God that he might transform it in you, even if that means 

that you have work to do.  But at all times, and in all circumstances, we do have some reason to give God thanks.  

God is there – for us.  Jesus has come – to save us.  The Holy Spirit, and God’s word – would guide us.  Whatever 

it is that you look back on, or you look forward to, that is a pretty solid foundation to build on. Thank God.  Praise 

be to God. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

Saturday is the Fourth of July.  Sunday we will make note of this in worship with some special music.  But the 

highlight is always God’s word.  Our message this week will come from Romans 7:15-25a.  I hope that you will 

take some time to read over this ahead of time and meditate on it.  What is God saying to you?  Don’t forget to 

bring your mask.  We hope to see you Sunday to praise God together.  If you are unable to be present in worship, 

we will be live streaming both the 8 AM and the 10:30 AM services.  Until then, be blessed. 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCixs22KP6jkwdmCXuwlfwMg

