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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Seeing Things In A Different Way” 

This past Saturday, we had our third outreach event since Christmas where we 

shared a meal with the community and had depictions of a Biblical story.  It’s 

obvious, as you may remember, that at Christmas time, we had a “Drive 

Through Nativity” presentation. There were several stations that depicted 

scenes of the birth story. At Easter, we had a “Drive to Calvary.”  There, we 

had multiple scenes starting at Palm Sunday and going through to the empty 

tomb to show how Jesus was arrested, suffered, and died, and then was raised 

to life again.  Both events involved dressing a lot of people in costume and 

arranging them in what were essentially still life portraits.  This last event, we 

did something different, we set out to share the story of creation.  Wow!  How 

do you do that?  It isn’t with a lot of actors.  And we didn’t.  A very dedicated 

team put together frames on which were stretched “canvases” that showed 

appropriate scenes for each of the seven days.  Some of the scenes had items 

arranged around them to give a 3D effect. In addition, each station had very 

simple signs that stated what was created that day.  And there was a pamphlet 

that shared the story in a simple way and asked a few simple questions along 

with offering a hopeful word.  People who came to pick up a meal, drove 

through a course that had these scenes set up to help people “hear” the story 

in a new or different way.  It was a lot of effort.  Praise God, we heard, and 

saw, very positive reactions to these special story tellings.   

Why go to such effort you might ask?  Well, simple, really; we want to do what 

we can to share what we believe, with our community.  Well, again, why all the 

effort?  There are after all, simpler ways to tell the story – to give the message.  

Like – read the Bible, for instance.  Yes, that is true.  However, we have had 

the Bible an exceptionally long time and still there are very many who don’t 

really pay attention.  Sometimes, there can be benefit to trying something new; 

even to tell “familiar” stories.  Sometimes when we see things in a way that we 

are not accustomed to, we see new things, we see things differently, things 

can just “click” when they hadn’t quite done so before.  That is our hope.  By 

offering a creative way to not just hear the story, but to experience it, we might 

spark something, we might plant a seed.   
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Really, this is a principle that we might keep in mind for ourselves as we approach God’s Word.  What might I 

do, to see God’s word in a new light, or from another angle?  In other words, what can I do to shake things up?  

There are many approaches one might take.  Getting a fresh look at God’s word might be as simple as switching 

to a New Translation for a while.  Or try reading the Bible out loud to yourself instead of just reading silently.  You 

might listen to the Bible read on an app, or a set of Bible CD’s.  These things are readily available.  Here is an 

idea, last night, the latest episode of “The Chosen” was released.  This is a multi-season video series being 

produced to enact the Gospel story.  A great amount of attention is being paid to detail to be as accurate as 

possible while creatively weaving the story of four Gospels into one in a way that the person who watches can 

put themselves into the story.  Of course, there have been many movies over the years.  To my knowledge, this 

is the first attempt at something in a series format.  We live in a very visual world.  Seeing the story that we find 

in the pages of the Bible on a screen, makes it come alive in ways it might not otherwise.  Maybe it is not for you.  

That is ok.  There are still many ways that you can approach God’s word, so there is sure to be something that 

you can do, to see it, hear it, experience it in a new way.  Here you might ask, why bother … personally, that is?  

Well, the Bible is one of the ways that God has chosen to speak to us today.  If we seek to live by faith, if we 

profess Jesus as Lord, it makes sense we would want to understand as much as we can of what God has shared 

with us.  It would make sense that we spend time in God’s word, and that we consider what God has to say from 

more than one angle – to be as clear as we can – about what God shares with us.  

How about it?  Is it time to take a look in a new way? 

Grace, Mercy, and Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

It is the Fourth of July!  Ok, that is not a Christian celebration.  But we do live in this country, and scripture tells 

us to pray for the city where God places us.  And it tells us to pray for leaders, and those in authority … so we 

will make note of the Holiday in worship.  But our message will be from Mark 6:1-13.  This is another “double 

story” of Jesus.  This week, we will be focusing on the second part of the story in particular – where Jesus sends 

out the disciples to practice.  Take some time to read this passage.  And you might want to really focus in on the 

second part.  Take some time to sit with God’s word and consider what God shows you.  Then, come out Sunday 

at 8 AM or 10:30 AM, or join us online for a Spirit-filled time of worship to praise God together.  

 

 

 


