
1 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“The More Things Change, The More They Stay The Same” 

Change. 

It seems that all we have experienced for the past fifteen weeks is change.  

March 8, we were in church. We heard from the new director of the Clare House.  

The following week, school musicals started, and stopped. Schools were 

suspended for two weeks.  March 15, we had our first online only Sunday.  Who 

knew how many it would turn out to be?  Since then, we have seen restrictions 

increase. First cities, and counties, then whole states were locked down.  

Businesses were closed. Personal restrictions were imposed.  You all know this.  

It has been fifteen weeks of daily dealing with things we never dreamed of.  

Lately, the last few weeks, we are slowly starting to see things change in a 

different direction. Counties, even states have been allowed to “reopen.”  Yes, 

there are still restrictions. But, too, there are more freedoms than we had a 

couple months ago. 

Now, this Sunday, we have the opportunity to be in worship together at the 

church.  It seems like it has been forever.  If you come this Sunday, you will see 

some things are changed. In these past few months, the Trustees have been 

hard at work. There has been extensive painting done throughout the narthex, 

some hallways, bathrooms, and the nursery. A number of lights have been 

updated. A portion of the parking lot has been repaved.  There are other, smaller 

projects as well.  Honestly, a quick glance, and a good deal of these things won’t 

really stand out.  It will seem like they have always been.  There will be changes 

that are noticeable; noticeable because we participate in them.  When we gather 

on Sunday, you will see that there are pews in the sanctuary that are blocked 

off.  We will be sitting in every third pew.  We are prepared to use the balcony 

on a regular basis.  All are asked to wear masks into the church and when 

moving around the church.  (Masks can be removed when you are seated in 

place if you wish.)  We need to be conscious of maintaining social distance as 

we gather.  So, there will be no passing of the peace, passing an offering plate, 

or the typical shaking of hands after the service. I admit, I am excited and 

anxious. It will be good to be together. But it will feel different as well.   

As much as we will be living with even more change, there are things that will 

still be the same. It IS worship. Together. The heart of worship, the focus of 

worship, is God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  That is THE most important thing; 

more important than whether we worship in the sanctuary, or in our homes in 

our pajamas. When we worshipped at home, and missed our brothers and 
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sisters in Christ, missed the familiarity of a place set apart, God was with us. When we will gather together again 

in the church, even with new considerations to observe that overlay the experience, God will be with us.  In other 

words, the more things change, the more they stay the same. We can focus on, and be distracted by the 

difference, or we can focus on, and give thanks for what does not change, what is true, what is right and good.   

Things are changing.  And, things remain the same. Through all that does change, and for all that remains the 

same, let us praise God! 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This week in worship, we will be looking at a passage from Romans 6:12-23 that deals with the struggle between 

sin and grace.  (I hope you might take some time to read over it ahead of time.)  Really though, the exact passage 

seems of less significance than the fact that after 15 weeks we will be open for worship at the church, in the 

sanctuary.  Praise God.  And we will.  If you decide to come, (and there will be those who are not ready for 

various reasons and that is ok) but; if you come, please be sure to read the article from Tuesday’s e-news that 

is reprinted below.  There are measures that all are asked to observe so that we are in compliance with 

regulations, and as importantly, that we extend grace to all, for all who choose, to feel comfortable to gather for 

worship.  Praise God.  Sunday, we can gather for worship.  But wherever, and however, you worship on Sunday, 

God bless you.  God bless us all.  See you soon. 

 

RUHL’S CHURCH RE-OPENING FOR WORSHIP GUIDELINES 

Today, June 26, at 12:01 AM, Lancaster County will move to the Green Phase in Covid 19 Mitigation Protocols. 

That means we can gather as a church family in the church building to worship this Sunday.  Praise God.  It has 

been over three months.  I cannot say thanks enough to all those who have had a hand in, and supported, our 

efforts to provide worship and other church services through this most unusual time. Still, it will be so good to be 

together.  Lancaster County being declared “Green” does not mean that it will be business as usual. We may 

gather, but there are measures that must be observed as the State and the Country continues to deal with COVID 

19. The Leadership Team has met and approved measures that we will be in compliance with regulations and 

we pray make things as safe, comfortable, and normal – as we can.  To that end, please note the following. 

1 – If you are feeling at all unwell, please do not come to the church on Sunday morning.  Listen to your body 

and rest.   

(We will be sharing services live online as we did before the COVID measures pushed us completely online.) 

Upon entering the building, a hand sanitizing station will be available for people to use. 

2 – All will be required to wear a mask to church.  All are expected to wear the mask as they come in the building 

and find their place. Once you are settled into a pew, or Sunday School class if you choose, you may take the 

mask off.  But, if you need to get up for some reason, or when it is time to leave, masks should be put on again 

until one is outside the building.  (Please bring your own mask that you are comfortable with. There will be masks 

if someone forgets, but it would be difficult to provide everyone a mask week after week.) 

3 – In the sanctuary, we will practice social distancing.  What that means is that we will be only using every third 

pew.  Pews to be left empty for social distance will be clearly marked off.  Again, we will use every third pew, on 

the floor of the sanctuary and in the balcony.  The expectation is that there will be an average of 4 to 5 people in 

a pew. Maybe one larger family, or some couples on the ends with space in between. Preaching will be from the 
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pulpit exclusively as long as these measures need to remain in place.  (Who will be the brave souls to sit up 

front?)    

Physical offering will be received by means of a box in the rear of the sanctuary that people my use on their way 

in or out.   

At the end of the service, we ask people to keep to their pews until they are dismissed.  We will dismiss from the 

rear of the sanctuary so that people can move in an orderly fashion and not have such a large mass of people 

at one time. If you would like to stop and chat with someone, we ask that you do so outside so that there are not 

clusters of people everywhere that make it impossible for others to maintain social distance.   

Initially, we are not planning for nursery services until we can see how things will work, and also the nursery is 

undergoing a facelift.  We hope to offer this soon.   

4 – Sunday School.  At the Leadership Team Meeting, there was a strong desire for Sunday School.  We are 

going to try to have Sunday School, but there will have to be some rearranging for this to work.  Simply put, 

several of the spaces that we use are not sufficient for social distancing, and there are not many alternative 

spaces available.   

• The younger children will be combined and meet in the large middle room downstairs.  They do this 

from time to time already.   

• The youth will meet in their room downstairs.   

• The Awakened Class will use the old Fellowship Hall.   

• The Adult Class that meets in the Fellowship hall will continue to meet there.   

• The two Adult classes, that had met in the meeting room next to the office and in the room at the back 

of the Fellowship Hall, will combine and meet in the Sanctuary.   

5 – Cleaning.  We are looking for a few volunteers to help wipe down surfaces, particularly in the sanctuary 

between services.  (Yes, there will be a Sunday School class meeting in the Sanctuary, so maybe some 

volunteers from that class could wipe things down as they listen.)  If you are willing, please contact Pastor Blaine 

so we can work out the details. 

While this may seem like a lot, these measures should be pretty familiar by now from what people have had to 

observe in many places for the past months.  We, the Leadership Team, ask your understanding and cooperation 

in following them.  It is our desire to care for the needs of all people in the broadest way while at the same time 

having an atmosphere that is as close to “normal” as we can under the present conditions.   

Understand, too, that this is a new thing for all at church. We will evaluate as we go and may have to adjust 

some things as we see how everything works.   

On behalf of the Leadership Team, 

Pastor Blaine R. Wenger & John Renninger 

 

 

WATCH OUR SERVICES ONLINE VIA FACEBOOK OR OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCixs22KP6jkwdmCXuwlfwMg

