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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“On Father’s Day” 

I remember when I was in eighth grade, I had a science project that was coming 

due. This was not a surprise. Part of the science curriculum was to complete a 

science project in sixth, seventh, and eighth grade.  Basically, each student had 

to come up with some kind of experiment that they would conduct, run the 

experiment, and report on the process and the results. This project was 

assigned at the beginning of the class. There were frequent reminders. That the 

project was coming due was not a surprise.  That I was completely stuck was 

different. I can’t say that I “liked” this project; but I was a good student, or at 

least a conscientious one. To not complete something was unthinkable.  Even 

slapping something together was just not an option. My parents instilled in us 

an ethic about work and study.   

This particular year, I had come up with the idea of somehow testing different 

shapes to see what was the most aerodynamic. There I was, less than a week 

to go, nothing was even started.  I really didn’t know how I was going to test this 

idea. I was getting myself into quite a state.  I don’t remember how it actually 

happened, but finally there was an emotional breakthrough moment in which I 

poured out my problems to my father.  Have I mentioned before that my father 

worked as a Mechanical Engineer?  After being a bit cross that it had come to 

this point, my father calmly helped me brainstorm how we could actually do 

some testing. Then, he helped me to set up the test, saw that I had it under 

control, and let me to it. My father didn’t actually do the experiment.  I had to do 

the work. I had to record. I had to write. I had to interpret. But, without my father’s 

intervention, there would have been no experiment. Who knows what kind of 

ruffian I might have turned into, my future being shattered in an incomplete, 

failed assignment?  Kidding!  The experiment did get completed.  The report 

and presentation came together.  In the end, that experiment took me to the 

County Science Fair, and there I was awarded a certificate from NASA!  

Definitely the highlight of my scientific career.  

I am blessed that my father is still a part of my life.  As we look to Father’s Day, 

and the same is true of Mother’s Day as well, some will struggle on this day.  

Some will struggle because Dad is gone. Dad has died and they only have 

memories left. Some will struggle because living or not, the father that they had 

wounded them, failed them, hurt them, abandoned them. To honor someone, 

or the memory of someone, whose memory brings pain is a tough pill to swallow; 

even if the Bible says that we should honor our Father and Mother. Hopefully, 
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reading this, your memories are sufficiently positive, loving, caring that this Sunday will be the occasion to reflect 

with gratitude.   

For those who will struggle, and really for all, I would share this thought.  Along with remembering, and hopefully 

giving thanks for, our earthly fathers, look to Father’s Day as a time to connect with your Heavenly Father in a 

deeper way.  Look to Father’s Day as an opportunity to say “Thank You,” to reflect on how your Heavenly Father 

has blessed you, nurtured you, sustained you, maybe even rescued you a time or too.  Some of you will recall, 

back around Holy Week, I was encouraging the Church to be praying the Lord’s Prayer at 12 Noon and 3 PM as 

part of our spiritual practice. The idea was to pray The Lord’s Prayer more often than just Sunday, and to start 

with it and let it lead us into deeper prayer and connection with God the Father, rather than using it as a catch 

all prayer tagged on to whatever else we might pray to begin with. Here, today, looking to Father’s Day on 

Sunday, I would remind you of this idea.  No doubt you have heard and maybe even said, that we should thank 

fathers, honor them, not just on Father’s Day, but every day. This is even more true of our Heavenly Father.  

What better way, what simpler way could there be to start with, than praying “The Lord’s Prayer” regularly, putting 

our whole selves in the hands of our Loving Heavenly Father?  Whether you are in crisis mode, or all is well, 

your Heavenly Father is there, and will be there, to help you, to bless you.  Won’t you pray? 

Grace & Peace,  

Pastor Blaine 

 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This Week In Worship – it is Father’s Day.  We will take some time to reflect on, to give thanks for, and to pray 

for fathers.  Our message, “Don’t Suppose” will be based on the Gospel Lesson – Matthew 10:24-39.  Take 

some time in the next day or so to read over the text, slowly, and consider – what is God saying to you?  Then, 

get ready for a great time of worship on Sunday morning. 
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