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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Out of the Woods” 

Since we came to Ruhl’s four years ago, I have written about some of the 

gardening projects that we have done around the parsonage.  Over the course 

of those years, we have worked in flower beds, added structural elements to 

existing beds, created new beds, moved from a garden plot on one corner of 

the property to building a number of raised beds for vegetables.  One project 

itself occurred over the course of a couple years.  When we came, there was 

a small patch of blackberries in the old garden.  I wanted them moved over to 

our garden boxes.  So, that fall, I carefully dug them up and moved them into 

a small garden box.  A friend gave us some red raspberries that we planted in 

a second box.  There weren’t very many of either of them. They did okay the 

next summer, but quickly, it was obvious they needed more room.  That fall, 

my father helped my build two larger garden boxes. We moved the blackberries 

and the red raspberries to a new home with more room.  That next summer, 

they did okay, but again, it was obvious they needed more room, and it was 

hard to pick them, to get to the berries in the middle.  So, what to do?  That fall, 

I got help, and moved them over from the area where the garden boxes were 

and prepared two “trenches” or rows of soil about 30 feet long.  One each for 

the blackberries and the red raspberries.  Then, I dug them up, again, and 

moved them, again, to their new home.  Add in some metal stakes and wire to 

help prop up long branches, mulch around the plants, and the move was 

complete.  Again.  Last summer we got more berries than either year before.  

Now, we are starting to get some red raspberries, and the blackberries look 

like they are coming on well.  Here is the ironic thing.  When we moved to the 

parsonage, it was pointed out to us that there were black raspberries growing 

wild in several locations along the woods behind the house and garden.  Each 

summer, Bonnie has kept an eye on these berries, to pick them.  The ironic, or 

funny thing is, so far, we have gotten at least as many, or more berries from 

the ones that we did nothing to help along.  It can be a little more challenging 

to pick them; there is brush that you have to get through to get them.  But at 

the end of the day, what matters is what ends up in a berry box and makes its 

way to our kitchen and table.  And both, our cultivated berries, and the wild 

ones, are something we take advantage of, and look forward to. 
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This makes me think about the church.  In any church that it trying to live out its faith, you will find examples, and 

stories of the work that they church is engaged in to produce fruit.  It is not uncommon that what begins one way, 

undergoes change over time.  We learn things, variables change, and we need to change with them, or we won’t 

produce fruit.  But while we do all we can, while we are attentive to what God calls us to do; we need to be open 

to the idea that God might be at work in different ways, even right under our noses.  At the end of the day, fruit 

is fruit.  We should not let it go to waste, we should enjoy it, and share it, no matter the source; out of the garden, 

or out of the woods. 

“And as for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is good.”  2 Thessalonians 3:13 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not 

change like sifting shadows.”  James 1:17 

Grace, Mercy, and Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This Week In Worship, we are celebrating Fathers, and we are celebrating our Graduates.  We will be recognizing 

both in worship, and we have a special “treat” in mind to; a fellowship time in honor of Dads and Grads following 

both services.  While we will have these special recognitions, worship centers around God’s word.  This week, 

that special word is from Mark 4:35-41.  We will consider Jesus with us in the storms of life.  Take some time to 

read over this passage and reflect on it, and then come join us for a great time of worship, celebration, and 

fellowship, Sunday at 8 AM or 10:30 AM. 

 

 


