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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger  
  

“Playing Shorthanded” 

Last night, I sat down to relax a little bit.  Jonathan had the NBA Finals game on between the Golden State 

Warriors and the Toronto Raptors.  This was game 5.  The Raptors were up in the series 3-1.  They were playing 

at home in Toronto.  If they would win last night, they would win the series.  Of course, Golden State had other 

ideas.  But they were down in the series.  Many would argue, a large part of the reason that they were down, 

was that they had been missing one of their superstars, Kevin Durant.  Durant had been out for over a month 

with a calf injury.  Golden State was hopeful though, because, after missing the previous nine games, Durant 

was ready to play and was in the starting line-up.  Would this be a difference maker for them?  They certainly 

hoped so.   

The game began and Golden State got out to a pretty good start.  And, very notably, Durant was playing well.  

He made his first shot, a three pointer.  A short time later, he made his second shot, another three pointer.  

Things were looking up.  However, as things were winding down in the second quarter, Durant made a move 

and collapsed.  He was carried off the court and back to the locker room.  It looked like he might have reinjured 

the calf.  Later, it seems that he suffered a torn achilles tendon.  Done for the game.  Done for the series.  Would 

the Warriors be done?  They went into half with a lead.  In the second half, they lost the lead, but when it was all 

over, they came out on top.  It was a huge win for them – they stay alive in the finals.  But the cost – they lost 

Durant again, for good.  Whether they can pull the upset and win two more games, holding off the Raptors to 

win, remains to be seen.  But what you can say now; they didn’t give up.  It would have been so easy to just give 

up after Durant went down.  But they didn’t.  There was no guarantee that they would win.  But, if they wouldn’t 

try, there was no way that they could win.  They tried.  And, at least this time, they prevailed.  There is a lesson 

there for us.  Do you see it?  

Often, churches, or individual people, have great opportunities in front of them, with great potential rewards, but 

something causes them to give up before they reach their goal.  Some loss arises, or some hurdle appears, and 

the challenge suddenly seems impossible.  Well, if you won’t even try, then it IS insurmountable.  But, sometimes, 

when we don’t give up, when we keep going, when we keep trying, when we keep working, giving it our all, we 

find that we are enough.  Or, we find that we are enough – with God.  If God calls us to a task, God will equip us 

for it.  Or, God will somehow, make a way.  God does not set us up to fail.  I will say that God can use our failures 

too.  But that is different.  If God calls us to something, it is something we can do, either on our own, or with help.  

If not completely in our own strength, then with His strength to help us.  But, if we get discouraged along the 

way, if we quit, if we give up, we won’t achieve what God has in mind for us.  There is no guarantee that we will 

be successful at everything we set our hand to in life.  However, called by God, saved by Jesus, powered and 

equipped by the Holy Spirit, I am sure that we often sell ourselves short and either give up too soon, or don’t 

even attempt big things for God.  You may never find yourself in an NBA Finals game 5, literally.  Witnessing to 

a neighbor, accomplishing a community project, caring for a hurting friend, even a stranger, might be your game 

five.  If you give up there, the next opportunity goes away.  You’ve got to play the game you are in.  Keep going.  

When the odds seem stacked against, don’t quit.  Keep going.  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your strength.”  (Deuteronomy 6:5 NIV) And don’t stop. 

Grace & Peace, Pastor Blaine  
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This Week In Worship  
  

This week in worship is Trinity Sunday.  This is a special Sunday when we celebrate God for who God is; Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit.  Often, when we consider God, we are only considering one aspect of who God is, but 

really, we need all of God.  We need God the Father.  We need God the Son, or the Word made flesh.  We need 

God the Holy Spirit.  Without all of God, our hope would fall apart.  So, this Sunday we will do our best to glorify 

“all” of God.  It is also Father’s Day.  We will be having special prayer for Fathers and really for all the men who 

influence us and help to shape us.  And, one more thing, many of the Mission Team will be joining us in the first 

service before they head out for a week of service.  So, we will be lifting them up in prayer and asking God’s 

blessing over everything.  We have a lot to celebrate.  We have a lot of reason to give God thanks and glory.  See 

you Sunday. 
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