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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Thoughts On These Difficult Days” 

Today, I pray, that reading this you are all well. But the truth is, many are not. 

Maybe you are one of them?  Every week our prayer list includes those who 

are hurting; families that have lost loved ones. And usually there are multiple 

people with bodies in need of healing of some kind. But some wounds, some 

needs for healing, aren’t as obvious. 

For months we have been living in such an unfamiliar way – dealing with 

issues of the coronavirus. There have been many fears, doubts, and 

uncertainties. Lives and jobs and so much more have been lost. Some will 

come back. But that will undoubtedly take time. 

Now, for going on two weeks, all that has seemingly been pushed aside. 

Though it is still there, those concerns have been overtaken by the violence 

and unrest that has risen up in response to a senseless killing. 

Many of the emotions that have woken up and bubbled over have been 

present and simmering for a long time. Now they come pouring out. It is hard 

to address such powerful and seemingly intractable emotions and beliefs. 

There are so many sides – sometimes shifting – sometimes overlapping. 

Action. Reaction. Outrage all around. Back and forth. Over and Over. 

So many voices are quick to point out problems – and too, to offer solutions 

– things that others can do, should do, must do. But what is it that they do 

themselves?  Personally?  And is anybody listening? 

Given enough time, we can all say what we would, one day, like to see come 

out of all that we are caught up in. Can we agree? And is there a path that 

would take us there if we did?  

The principles, the issues upon which we struggle, are so deep – they get at 

who we are, and how we see others, and how we see the world.  It is easy 

to feel weary, to feel despair, on top of frustration, anger, and outrage. 

I might give in to all of this but for one thing. There is a foundation that is 

deeper and stronger, more powerful than all that is caught up in battle in our 

country today. That sure foundation IS God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

By Faith, we stand on that foundation – we are upheld. By Faith that draws 

upon the wisdom, the knowledge, the power, the forgiveness, the love, the 

grace, and the peace of God – we are sustained. We endure. We go through 
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the fray. Faith does not lift us above it, untouched, unscathed, it sees us through – quite possibly WITH scars for 

our efforts. 

Still, the only thing that has changed the world for good, for more than self, is people of faith, acting in faith – 

especially faith in Jesus Christ.  It is one person at a time.  Hopefully in time – one person in concert with another, 

and another, and another …. 

There are no easy answers for the issues our world, our nation, our community faces. But there are faithful 

answers. Let us pray together that God helps us find them, and that God gives us the courage to act.  Not in 

service to ourselves, but in service to Him, that God would be glorified, and all would be blessed. 

Let us hear the words of the prophet, Micah, “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the 

LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:8) 

Grace & Peace,  

Pastor Blaine 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK IS WORSHIP 

It is Trinity Sunday. If you don’t know what that means, it is a Sunday that is dedicated to the consideration of 

God in all God’s fullness. We reflect on God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Our passage for Sunday is one of a 

handful that actually mentions all three persons of God in one spot. Read 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 ahead of time 

and reflect on what God says to you.  
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCixs22KP6jkwdmCXuwlfwMg

