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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

Seeing All That’s There 

I have been spending a lot of time outside lately.  We seem to finally be past 

the weird, late cool temperatures and windy days that filled the early and 

middle part of May.  Finally, we have been able to work in the garden and 

flower beds.  Some of you might know, when it gets to this time of year, I 

enjoy that work.  When it is done, I like to post pictures on Facebook.  Some 

people post their children, or food.  I know a friend from a former church who 

likes to post pictures of really bad parking jobs!  I do a little bit of that; but 

most of what I post seems to be garden pictures.   

A few days ago, I posted a picture.  The picture was of a Peony.  I’ve never 

had a peony in any of the places we lived.  And, this particular peony had not 

bloomed in the previous three summers that we have been here at Ruhl’s.  

So, when this one put out a flower, we were tickled.  I took a picture and 

posted it.  It is a very pretty yellow.  I didn’t think much of it.  Then, I started 

getting likes on my post.  There were a few comments.  And, even more likes.  

But what caught my eye was that there were a couple comments that people 

had never seen a yellow peony before.  I am not sure what color peonies 

usually are.  Do we have something truly special, or just a little unique? 

Obviously, it was special to these folks.  No matter what the case, I am 

enjoying the flower.  And, it looks like there will soon be at least one more. 

This little episode makes me think.  How often might it be, that we are just 

going about our lives in what seems a perfectly ordinary way, minding our 

own business, and all the while, we might be blessed in some special way?  

It can be so easy to take things for granted when they seem familiar to us, or 

when we don’t know any different.  Often, it takes someone else to point out 

to us how blessed we are.   

In this season of social distancing, it can be easy to get wrapped up in our 

everyday routines.  We get accustomed to many things, maybe making a 

little bit of peace with the situation but failing to realize how blessed we are.  

If we can see, or feel, or sense, or know ANY blessing at all in our lives, 

especially at a time like this, maybe we should pause and reflect on that, so 

that we might be completely appreciative of the blessings we are 

experiencing.  We can feel blessed, and poor in spirit at the same time, and 

yet, there might be others who see what we have and WISH that they were 

that blessed, their own circumstances being far more tired, or bleak, or 

difficult than our own.   
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Maybe you think that is a lot for a little flower, but God can use anything to point to Him.  And, when we look to 

God, there is always something to give thanks for. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

P.S. If you read last week’s column about a higher bar – the squirrels have conquered that higher bar – they 

are getting stronger, or smarter, or something!  Are you?  Blessings to you all …. 

 

SPEAKING OF PEONIES…. 

  

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This week in worship – it is Pentecost Sunday.  This is the Sunday that we remember the coming of the Holy 

Spirit.  It is often referred to as the birthday of the church.  Some churches have parties on this day.  If you want 

some cake, it will have to be at home for now.  Still, let us approach Sunday with an attitude of celebration.  If 

you would read ahead, read Acts 2:1-21 for the Pentecost story.  And, reach 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 for the 

message.  Until then, be blessed.  

 

 

           

                  WATCH OUR SERVICES ONLINE VIA FACEBOOK OR OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

  

ENJOY THE SPECTACULAR BEAUTY OF THE PEONIES IN OUR COURTYARD THIS YEAR!  

PASTORS BLAINE’S YELLOW ONE HAS A TWIN! 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCixs22KP6jkwdmCXuwlfwMg

