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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Reaching for a Higher Bar” 

One of my personal pleasures is feeding birds. I’m not high tech, or really 

studied on the subject, but it is simple fun. We have two feeders with seed in 

them and one with suet. I can see a couple of them from my home office.  

We can see all of them from the living room. Unfortunately, so can the dogs.  

Really it wouldn’t be a big deal that the dogs can see them, except that in 

addition to various birds that come to the feeders, there are also a couple of 

squirrels that show up all too regularly. For a while, we let it go. But it was 

quickly evident that if we didn’t do something about the squirrels, we would 

either have to take down the feeders, or change our budget for bird seed.  

The battle began. It seemed simple enough. I went out and got these round, 

slightly conical disks, that got hooked above the feeder so that if a squirrel 

tried to climb down, they would hit the guard, it would tilt, and they would 

tumble. It worked really well. More than a few times, I watched a squirrel 

come down from the branch, down the metal hook, hit the guard and slide 

right off. Pretty slick.   

For a while, the squirrels contented themselves with scavenging on the 

ground below the feeder. Then, one day, I looked out, and there was a 

squirrel on a feeder!  Bonnie and I chased them off a number of times.  They 

kept coming back. We couldn’t figure out how. And then, one day, we were 

sitting in the living room, the dogs began to bark at the window, we looked, 

and we saw…  There was a squirrel, jumping!  Jumping from the ground at 

the feeder. He jumped and hit it but couldn’t hold on. Then, he jumped again 

and did it!  Squirrel on the bird feeder again. Ugh!  What did we do?  A couple 

days later working outside, we rehung the birdfeeders, higher off the ground.  

So far, no more squirrels on the feeders. Time will only tell if the squirrel can 

up its game, if it can reach a higher bar. 

 When it comes to faith, the Bible has a lot to say about what God expects.  

When we look at Jesus as an example, there is a really high standard for us 

to strive for.  Some people look at those standards and don’t give them very 

much thought; they don’t even try.  The standard is just too high for them. 

Others look at them, and do the best that they can, they work on it, and bit 

by bit they get closer.  They get stronger. They “jump” higher.  Some who try, 

will get to a point that they give up.  Others will try, make progress, and note 

that as they get stronger, better in some way, the standard seems to go up. 

The more that they grow in their faith, the higher the bar seems to go.  You 

can look at it in different ways. Personally, I don’t believe that God moves the 
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bar on us. It is there all the time. We grow in steps, like we are climbing rungs of a ladder. No matter how you 

look at it, one thing is sure. The more that you “exercise” your spiritual muscles, the stronger you will become. 

The higher you will reach. However you look at it, I firmly believe that as you strive to reach for the things of God; 

to know God more fully, more deeply, more completely; the more you grow to understand Jesus as your savior; 

to be filled and guided by the Holy Spirit, God will bless. There will be rewards that you “reach.”  You will find 

sustenance. You will be filled. That might drive some crazy – let them bark all they want!  Keep reaching.   

Grace & Peace,  

Pastor Blaine 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This Week In Worship, we will be celebrating Jesus’ Ascension.  Really, Jesus’ ascension lines up Biblically with this past 

Thursday, but well – we are celebrating Sunday.  You can get a head start on Sunday by spending some time in God’s 

word.  The sermon will be from Acts 1:1-11.  You can also look at a couple other passages that will be part of the service 

– Psalm 47 and Luke 24:44-53.  Spend some time in God’s Word, considering what God has to say to you personally and 

we will “gather” on Sunday to celebrate together. 
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