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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Nice and Orderly” 

Back around Palm Sunday and Easter, we had some wonderfully 

unseasonable weather. It was so nice, temperate, sunny.  I wanted so badly 

to plant something in the garden.  But, I knew, the weather wouldn’t last.  It 

would likely get cold again. The middle, and end of March, is simply too 

early in our neck of the woods to be planting gardens.  A few pansies 

maybe.  But not tomatoes, and lettuce, and cucumbers, etc.  Sure enough, 

we got some pretty cold weather. In fact, last week, May 9, there was a 

dusting of snow on everything when I woke up. We have flirted with, and 

had, freezing temperatures a number of times in late April and early May.  

Still, I am primed to plant in the garden. Now! I even have a few plants 

hanging out, getting hardened off in my little make-shift cold frame. There 

are a few tomatoes, some cucumber and eggplant. Bonnie has some 

parsley. We had a few basil – but they all bit the dust as we waited and 

waited. Here I am, ready to plant, but stuck.  Maybe in a day or two.  It looks 

like the long-range forecast is finally in our favor. 

Meanwhile – as I am watching the weather forecast, waiting, I have seen 

the farmers in the field behind the parsonage harvest a couple crops in the 

last couple weeks.  I must admit I am not sure exactly what it was, but the 

tractors were out, cutting, turning over, raking in rows, and then bailing up 

the crops.  But wait – this is May!  Something was actually harvested in 

April.  When I think of harvest time, I think of fall.  Harvest Home Sunday is 

in the fall.  We sing “Now Thank We All Our God.”  We decorate with shocks 

of corn, with pumpkins, with chrysanthemums.  It all points to, and leads to, 

the Thanksgiving holiday. This is spring. It is when we plant. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 says that “There is a season for everything, a season for 

every activity under heaven.”  It goes on to give quite a list, including “a time 

to plant and a time to harvest.” (verse 2)   Hmmm…  You know that IS true.  

But, when we talk about a time to plant and a time to harvest, it is crop 

specific.  You don’t plant radishes at the same time as tomatoes.  At least 

you cannot plant tomatoes as early as you plant radishes outside in 

Pennsylvania.  You have to start certain melons much sooner than you can 

get away with if you want to grow some spinach and lettuce.  And, though 

we think of fall as the time to harvest, you don’t harvest everything at the 

same time. Here in Pennsylvania, by the time you get to fall, the 

strawberries, and peaches have been long past harvest.  You get the idea.  

We tend to have a pretty linear thinking about things. We do “this” then 
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“that.”  One thing leads to the next.  Often that is true, to a certain extent, but while Ecclesiastes says there is a 

season for everything, it doesn’t say that they are clear cut, or that things don’t overlap.   

Why does this matter?  It matters that we understand WE cannot be so single minded in our thinking. I may be 

all about planting right now, but I need to be keeping my eyes open for the harvest that might need to happen at 

the same time.  When we are harvesting, we need to also be aware of, or open to the opportunities for planting.  

I hope you realize that I am not just referring to gardening on some scale, but rather to opportunities in every 

aspect of life.  I cannot tell you how many times the prayers of the people have included praise for a new birth, 

and grief for a loved one died.  Both situations need to be acknowledged and addressed, at the same time.  Any 

ending we experience may give way to a new beginning.  Any new beginning that we pursue may ultimately 

involve an ending.  We may be fully engaged in some activity at the present, but at the same time need to be 

planting seeds now for something else down the road.  Many people, myself included, like things to be nice and 

orderly.  Often, they are not.  Life can be messy and confusing.  Turns out, living by faith can be as well.  That 

doesn’t mean that anything is wrong.  It’s just the way it is.  As we live in the moment, as we navigate our days, 

let us be open to all the seasons that may be taking place, in and around us, at the same time.  Let us observe 

and attend to them all as is appropriate for all.  Don’t get so locked in on any one thing, that you miss what else 

might be going on, what else might need attention, what else God might be doing, or showing you.  There is a 

season for everything, let us take them as they come, nice and orderly … 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This Week In Worship we return to the book of Acts and we will examine part of the story of Paul in Athens.  Paul 

was the preeminent missionary of his day, even above Peter.  His work and witness left a lasting impression.  It 

is an impression that is felt even today.  What does Acts 17:22-31 have to say to you?  Take a little time to read 

and reflect on this passage ahead of Sunday that God might speak to you and prepare you for worship. 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCixs22KP6jkwdmCXuwlfwMg

