
1 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Graduation” 

It is that time of the year again. In the last couple days, I have started seeing 

graduation pictures. Happy students. Proud parents. Achievement.  

Possibilities.  Right now, it is College Seniors.  In a few weeks, it will be High 

School Seniors. It is an exciting time. It is something that many like to celebrate.  

But, now, it is not just graduations for College and High School that we 

celebrate.  I am seeing ceremonies for Middle School, Elementary School, 

even Pre-School. 

In truth, there are many areas of life that we could talk about a graduation with 

a little celebration or recognition.  Really, anywhere that a person can learn, 

that a person can grow, one could speak of “graduating,” of moving to the next 

level.  Let’s take a moment and consider this from a spiritual perspective.  If 

you were to rate yourself, where do you think your faith falls; “College” level, or 

High School, … Middle School, … Elementary ?? … Pre-School??  Where do 

you fit in? What “degree” are you working on? 

I know, it is pretty subjective.  One person might be harder on themselves than 

the next.  The point is not to compare ourselves to others, but to consider, how 

am I doing in my faith?  Am I growing?  And what is next?  It would be a whole 

lot easier if someone were to give us grades.  But that might be kind of scary 

too!  And how could someone else “grade your work?”  So much of who we 

are, is hidden inside.  There should be evidence of our faith that is plain to see.  

But, I think, if we were to somehow physically picture faith, you would be 

reminded of the picture of an iceberg that floats around the internet every so 

often.  Have you seen it?  Icebergs can be awesome sights in nature.  But what 

one sees of the iceberg is really only what is visible above the surface of the 

water.  With any iceberg, there is always far more that lies beneath the surface 

that one doesn’t see.  I think faith is like that.  If you were to look at another 

person, to “grade them,” for all that they do, there is so much more that we 

don’t see.  (Not necessarily all good mind you – we can be pretty complex after 

all.)  The same would be true if someone were to look at us.  Even if we don’t 

think that we are very advanced in our faith, there is more to us than what 

people can see.  
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So anyway, with all this in mind, how do we determine if we are growing?  How can we tell if we are “advancing 

a grade” or graduating from one level to the next?  I think it boils down to some self-assessment.  Recently, I 

had a conversation with someone who described feeling like they were growing especially over the last year or 

so of the COVID pandemic.  The reason?  They related how they observed growth within themselves, a growing 

desire for more of God, etc. There were other things as well.  As I listened, I could hear genuine, humble 

reflection.  Of course, there are many people who will fool others, and sometimes even themselves; but what do 

you see?  And what do others see in you?  Can they confirm in anyway, what you see?  One of the best ways 

to see how we are coming in our faith, is to reflect on how we handle the tests that come up.  No one wants the 

tests, but we all experience them.  Some are predictable, but often, even the predictable tests hit us in 

unexpected ways.   

This might sound very theoretical. It may seem very vague.  Ask yourself some questions.  How is my relationship 

with God?  (Do you have a relationship with God?  With Jesus?)  Are you growing in your knowledge and 

understanding?  How is your desire for God?  How is your desire for the things of God?  Are you constantly 

tempted by the world?  Does the world’s way, “win out” in your thoughts and actions more often than not?  Do 

you take pleasure in Godly things; worship, prayer, reading God’s word, serving others, sharing your faith? Do 

you feel a true sense of peace and assurance from your faith, even in the midst of the world’s brokenness?   And, 

if you dare, you could ask someone else that is close to you, that you trust, what do they see in you?  This is not 

a precise process for sure.  But it can be helpful, from time to time, to evaluate how you are doing.  Jesus said 

that he came that we might have life and have it to the full.  If that is not what you are experiencing, it would 

certainly be worthwhile to consider where you are falling short, and what you might do to change things as much 

as you can.  When you do see that you are making some progress, celebrate!  Give thanks to God.  Share what 

you are learning, and how you are growing with others.  It might be that your experience can help someone else 

as well.   

A final thought. If you don’t feel like you are making the progress that you might, don’t worry.  Understand, 

growing in faith is a “work at your own pace” kind of class.  Promotions, graduations, can happen anytime.  Work 

at it, and whenever the growth comes, it will be the right time to celebrate. 

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given you as well.”  Matthew 6:33 

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who 

correctly handles the word of truth.”  2 Timothy 2:15 

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be 

able to test and approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing, and perfect will.”  Romans 12:2 

Grace, Mercy, and Peace, Pastor Blaine. 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

Join us for worship on Sunday.  This week is the last Sunday of the Easter season.  We will continue where we 

left off last week in John’s Gospel, in chapter 15, talking about what it means to abide in Jesus.  The passage is 

John 15:9-17.  We will be trying to address the question of, “How do we abide?”  It is one thing to tell someone 

to do something, but it doesn’t mean much if the person doesn’t know where to begin.  What do you think int 

means to abide in Jesus?  How do you go about it?  Take some time to read the passage and consider personally, 

then come out Sunday to sing, and pray, and worship together, and together we will dig into this important idea.  

And oh yeah – it will be MOTHER’S DAY.  We will be recognizing and giving thanks.  (And it will be Communion 

in the 8:00 service.)  It will be a full Sunday.  Don’t miss out. 
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