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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Drafted – They Hope!” 

Last night, while I was puttering at my desk in my study, I had the NFL Draft 

on.  For months and months, since the end of the NFL and College Football 

seasons, there has been endless speculation.  Who will be drafted number 1?  

Who will be number 2?  Who will each team take?  This topic has been keeping 

a lot of sports reporters and commentators busy.  Last night, we finally began 

to get some answers.  After last year’s socially distanced draft, the draft was in 

full swing in Cleveland with the first round.  There didn’t seem to be as much 

drama as some speculated that there might be. The first couple picks were 

completely expected, and many others went in predictable ways as well. Now, 

there are some fans that are ecstatic, and others that are less thrilled.  There 

are some crazy happy newly drafted rookies, and probably a few nervous 

veterans on various teams.  But the draft is not over.  Tonight, will be round 

two and three, and then Saturday, the remaining rounds; four through six, I 

believe.  Then what?  Signing.  Training camps.  The 2021 NFL season.  Then 

we will begin to see if peoples’ expectations about various players was justified.  

What people won’t talk about, or likely even think about, are the potential 

draftees that are not selected before it is all over.  Every year, there are more 

hopefuls than are drafted.  For many players, their football career will be over.  

Dreams, whether realistic or not, spoken out loud or nurtured deep within, will 

be over. There simply are not enough teams for all the players that are 

available to move on to the next level. In fact, the majority who played in 

College, will not move on. Many understand that this will be the case, and 

though they might dream about playing for a professional team, they know 

deep down that they are not cut out for it. Others will believe that they have 

been unfairly passed over and will have some work to do to accept and move 

on.  

But it is not over.  Right now, there are many players who are still anxious about 

the prospect of a call from a team; hoping that they will get a shot.  On a bigger 

stage, there are countless people out there, who don’t understand that 

someone is trying to reach them about joining a team.  No, it isn’t an NFL team, 

but something more important.  This connection wouldn’t be for a few years or 

so, but truly open ended.  You see, since that very first Easter, and then the 
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following Pentecost, God has been calling to every person that there is to join his “team.”  No experience needed.  

It is really an open invitation through the Holy Spirit.  NFL teams may be selective about the players that they 

draft because they only have so much room and they need to fill particular needs; God’s team has room for 

everyone.  And, God doesn’t need to do any scouting because God knows, every person that there is has 

something that they can bring to the team. God made them that way!  This may seem like a silly comparison.  

But I ask you, where, and in what do you put your hope, or expect to find belonging and fulfillment.  The dream 

of playing for an NFL team, or any other sports team, or making it in any other profession that promises wealth 

and fame, at best can impact a person for a few years, or decades.  Belonging to God’s team, finding your 

fulfillment there brings a peace and blessings that transcend and outlast everything else.   

If you are a sports fan, enjoy your sport.  If you are an athlete, work for your goals.  No matter what, keep things 

in perspective; train yourself spiritually, and be open to God’s call.  There is no greater adventure.  And everyone 

gets “to play.” 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This Week In Worship – We are nearing the end of the season of Easter, there is this Sunday and next.  This 

Sunday, we will be considering a familiar idea about Jesus in the gospels.  It is something that Jesus said of 

himself; that he is “the true vine.”  What does that mean for us?  Take some time to read John 15:1-8 and 

consider.  There are some powerful images and ideas conveyed in this passage.  We will be reflecting on this 

word from Jesus, singing praise, praying together, and sharing in Communion in the 10:30 service.  (Next Sunday 

will be Communion in the 8:00 service.)  Come join us to worship and praise. 

 

THANK YOU FRED LONGENECKER!! 

If you are looking for the table on the porch, it is gone!!! Bulletins and DVD’s are now in this beautifully 

designed “mailbox”……designed so you do not have to leave your car.  
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