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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“April Showers” 

Recently, Bonnie has been studying her weather app a little closer than 

normal. She is looking for those windows of dry weather to mow the lawn. 

The first time that we mowed the lawn this spring, we only did part. It only 

needed part. And while it needs to be mowed regularly, the lawn hasn’t 

caught up with itself yet. It hasn’t really evened out so that it all needs 

mowed at the same time. So, she is trying to fit mowing the lawn in pieces 

in between rainy times. This is not particularly unique. We often have a good 

bit of rain during the month of April. I’m sure that most are familiar with the 

expression, “April showers bring May flowers.”  Well, we are getting the 

showers. The question remains, will we get the flowers in May? There is a 

very good chance. Our seasons have some fluctuation, but overall, there is 

a pretty strong predictability from year to year. 

That makes me think though. Here we are, “sitting” or “sheltering in place”, 

waiting. We are waiting for a better time, a proper time, a reasonable time 

to begin to go about life as we are accustomed, so that meanwhile the 

COVID 19 can be dealt with as efficiently, and effectively as possible. What 

comes next? April showers bring May flowers, we are familiar with. But was 

does March / April shelter in place bring? Does it bring a May dispersement? 

Or, does it bring more, shelter in place? Is there a continuation? Or, is there 

an end – and a new beginning? What might that look like? Many people are 

speculating what it will look like when we finally start to see the restrictions 

loosen or fall away all together. How many businesses pick up almost like 

nothing happened? How many see dramatic changes in the way that they 

do business? How many are not able to come back? What does school look 

like? Will it be business as usual, or will there be restrictions that never 

would have been considered before? What do our home lives look like? 

Having spent weeks at a slower pace, where we had to be conscious of 

things that we normally took for granted, will we just jump back in where we 

were, or will we make any changes? Will the church simply gather together 

again the way it always has? Or, will we continue to reach out in ways, and 

by means that have been hurriedly put in place?  

There are a lot of questions on many peoples’ minds. And right now, there 

really are not answers – for sure. The best I could do is guess or tell you 

what I think. But then, I won’t be, and you won’t be making, or even involved 

in most of these decisions. What you will be able to decide, is what comes 

next for you! When this IS all over, what will you do? Will you try to put it 

 

 RUHL’S CHURCH WEEKLY 

NEWSLETTER – WEEKEND EDITION 

April 24, 2020 

Pastor Blaine’s Column 

This Week In Worship 

Announcements 

 

 

REMINDERS 

Check out the Early Edition of 

the newsletter sent through 

email on Monday for 

information regarding: 

• Masks Available 

• Manheim Food Pantry 

• Update on Online Giving 

• Finances 

 

You can also find the newsletters 

on our website at: 

 

https://ruhlschurch.org/whats-

happening/newsletter 

IN THIS ISSUE 

https://ruhlschurch.org/whats-happening/newsletter
https://ruhlschurch.org/whats-happening/newsletter


 

2 
 

behind you as quickly and as completely as possible. Or, will these events that we are living through influence 

you for some time to come. Most important of all, I think, is how will your faith, and your faith walk be impacted. 

Much is being made of how many are having more family time than they might otherwise have. Many have new 

rhythms to their days and their weeks. How much of that will you seek to preserve? Of course, some things will 

naturally change if you must go someplace for work and when children start going back to school. But what will 

you do with the rest of your time that is more flexible? I hope that you give some thought to the ways that God 

has been blessing you during this time; for the ways that you might actually be drawn closer to Him, into deeper 

relationship with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as well as with family and friends. Commit to keeping that 

as this “season” changes. Guard those connections, those practices, that you might continue in God’s blessing 

as things “go back to normal.”  In other words, think about it now, plan now, to have a new normal, when the 

opportunity does arise. Many experts say it takes at least five weeks to begin a new habit and have it stick. Well, 

for many it has been about five weeks; and likely there are a few more to come. Start now, for what comes next. 

April showers bring May flowers. May March and April trials bring May and June blessings.  

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

We continue to celebrate Easter. Our Gospel lesson gives us the story of the walk to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35). 

The text we will examine comes from 1 Peter again: 1 Peter 1:17-23. We will be looking at “What Easter Means 

– Part 2.”  Last week there was a focus on what we receive. This week, there will be a little reprise of that theme, 

but we will see some things that we DO because Jesus is risen. I hope that you will get online Sunday at 10 AM 

so that we can worship “together” as much as possible. Until then, be blessed. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE UPDATE 

If you haven’t watched the service in recent weeks, I think you will be pleased to see we have made some 

significant changes to enhance our worship quality that should be dramatically different. Tune in on Sunday at 

10AM on our YouTube Channel or watch on Facebook 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
HELP SPREAD SOME CHEER AT MT. HOPE 

Over the last few weeks, volunteers from Ruhl’s have been helping with some special sewing projects for Mt. 

Hope. In conversation we learned they are having a tough time caring for so many with extra special needs. It 

takes an emotional toll. We would love to spread some cheer. Would you consider baking some special treat, 

brownies, cookies, etc.? All treats need to be individually wrapped. If interested, please contact Steph Heisey 

at 717-468-5665 ASAP. Thank you! 

ALIGN LIFE MINISTRY NEEDS 

It’s a privilege for Align to provide parents with essential baby supplies during this COVID-19 crisis. Align is in 

need of baby wipes – any brand, 70-80 count packs. They also have an ongoing need for Similac Advance 

powdered baby formula: 12.4 oz cans and Similac Sensitive powdered baby formula: 12.6 oz cans. Leave in 

either of the bins outside the church doors. We will know the donation is for Align. Thank you. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCixs22KP6jkwdmCXuwlfwMg
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ANOTHER WAY TO SUPPORT ALIGN LIFE MINISTRIES – 2020 VIRTUAL WALK FOR LIFE 

 
The 2020 Walk for Life to support Align Life Ministries (formerly known as Susquehanna Valley Pregnancy 
Services) will be held as a virtual event on May 9.  Kris Gray is participating in the event, so if you would like to 
support this ministry, please go to her fundraising page at http://www.fundeasy.com/m/4873210/T  or contact her 
at 717-475-0253 to pledge any amount. Thank you! 
 
 

ANCHORAGE BREAKFAST MINISTRY CONTINUES AND NEEDS HELP 
 

“Here before the pandemic….Here during the pandemic….Here after the pandemic.” 

We are an Anchor in Lancaster City! 
 

LANCASTER, PA -- The Anchorage Breakfast program, run out of First UMC, 

continues to feed our hungry neighbors in downtown Lancaster City, even amid the 

COVID-19 shutdown, Monday through Friday. The format has changed, and we no 

longer have people seated around tables in the church’s celebration center. In order 

to keep both our workers and guests safe, bagged breakfasts are being distributed 

each morning through our Walnut Street entrance. We are feeding 100-150 people 

each day, and these are the neediest of our neighbors. Here is a link to an article that 

recently appeared in the Lancaster paper:  

https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/free-breakfast-program-in-lancaster-reeling-

after-3-fundraisers-canceled/article_b7655b4c-79df-11ea-abc5-07e3a6d3257f.html 

Several major fundraisers have been cancelled, so we are appealing to all our friends to help us keep the 

program running. You can send a check, made out to “Anchorage,” to First Church (29 E. Walnut Street, 

Lancaster, PA 17602) OR you can give through our website, at  

http://anchoragebreakfastprogram.cloversites.com/home.  

 

Another option is a “Go Fund Me” account; here is the link:  

https://www.gofundme.com/f/anchorage-breakfast-program.  

Thank you for your support!  Stay safe, be anxious for nothing (Philippians 4:6-7) and be encouraged: Our Lord 

is already on the other side of this pandemic, and he will see us through.  

 

Pastor Joe DiPaolo, First UMC 

Patty Eastep, Director, Anchorage Breakfast 
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